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Here are just a few examples.

*

At the beginning of rainy season in May 2007, there was an outbreak of dengue in Mon
State and many hundreds suffered from the infectious disease and about 40 children died
m Ye, Thanbyuzayat and Moulmein hospitals due to lack of medication or untimely
medical treatment. Dengue problems continued in Mon State and along Thailand-Burma
border untill June 2007. Many patients in the rural areas also died of the disease but no

detailed information could be obtained on the number of deaths.

Malaria is a continous problem among the displaced communities along the Thailand-
Burma border. According to the Mon medics who work in Thai-Burma border area,
number of patients who suffered from malaria have increased last year, especially during
the month of May and June 2007,

In late July 2007, about 1000 birds died in a day following an outbreak of bird flu virus —
H5N1 in a chicken farm in Thanphyuzayat Township, Mon State. The State run
newspaper reported that HSN1 has been found in Kyone-kadat and in Thanphyuzayat.
However, no further actions were taken to inform the public about the deadly virus.

HIV positive patients have been pleading for free Anti-retroviral (ARV) drugs but most
of them do not get access to medicines. The rural populations have no awareness of the
HIV and have n¢ knowledge of the ARYV. —

In conclusion, medical assistances are urgently needed in rural areas of Monland to
prevent further outbreak of dengue and other diseases and virus. Therefore, we would
like to urge the Permanent Forum on Indigenous I[ssues to raise this issue to the
concerned departments or agencies in the United Nations. Thank you to you all for
patiently listening my presentation (talk).



