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Madam Chair, Distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum, Indigenous 
Peoples’ Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you for giving me the floor. 

On behalf of the International Fund for Agricultural Development let me first 
congratulate Mr Paul Kanyinke Sena for his nomination as Chair of the 
UNPFII. 

Madam Chair,
Indigenous peoples are valued partners for IFAD.  The commitment of our 
organization to indigenous peoples’ development continues to be high on our 
agenda for poverty reduction in rural areas of developing countries.
During the course of 2012,  IFAD approved twelve projects supporting 
indigenous and tribal peoples, and ethnic minorities in Asia and the Pacific and 
Latin America and the Caribbean regions and for a total amount of about US$ 
132 million. These 12 projects promote agricultural development and build on 
the skills and knowledge of local communities.  
In addition, during the course of 2012,  grants were specifically formulated in 
support of indigenous peoples, providing financial support for the full and 
effective participation of indigenous peoples in the Rio+20 World 
Conference, among other activities. 
A detailed list of approved projects and the work carried out by IFAD in 2012, 
is provided in the report submitted to this session of the UNPFII.
The IFAD Policy on Engagement with Indigenous Peoples envisages the 
establishment of an Indigenous Peoples Forum at IFAD as a concrete way to 
institutionalize consultation and dialogue with indigenous peoples, with the aim 
of improving IFAD’s accountability to its target groups and its development 
effectiveness.
I am pleased to inform this assembly, that on 11 and 12 February 2013, we 
hosted in our Headquarters in Rome the very first global meeting of the 
Indigenous Peoples Forum at IFAD.  The Forum was attended by 31 
indigenous peoples’ representatives from some 27 countries from Africa, Asia 
and the Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean. 
The indigenous peoples’ representatives underscored their commitment to 
partnering with IFAD in working towards the ambitious goal of reducing rural 
poverty, pointing out that there can be no sustainable rural development without 
indigenous peoples.  They called on IFAD for more capacity-building support, 
more efforts to encourage participation by indigenous peoples and more 
effective implementation of the Policy on Engagement with Indigenous Peoples. 
They called on governments to recognize the rights of indigenous peoples. 



Their recommendations were reported in the Synthesis of Deliberations of the 
Forum, which were delivered at the Thirty-sixth Session of IFAD’s Governing 
Council.  
I seize this opportunity to thank the Governments of Canada and the Kingdom 
of Norway for their financial contribution to the Indigenous Peoples' Forum at 
IFAD.  
In preparation of this first global meeting of the Forum at IFAD, independent 
case studies on IFAD-supported projects were conducted by indigenous people 
to identify good practices and innovations  and to monitor the implementation 
of the IFAD Policy on Engagement with Indigenous Peoples, which includes the 
principle of Free, Prior and Informed Consent.  
Among the good practices identified in the case studies it is worth highlighting 
that the IFAD-funded projects have improved participatory planning thanks to 
strengthened traditional institutions and governance systems at the village level; 
have opened new livelihood opportunities and improved market access, 
increasing income and food security; and have empowered indigenous women 
and supported their participation  in decision-making processes.  

I wish to highlight the process which led to the first global meeting of the 
Indigenous Peoples’ Forum at IFAD. In 2012, in preparation of the global 
meeting of the Forum, 3 regional workshops, were  held respectively in 
Thailand, Kenya, and Nicaragua,  with an average of about 50 participants for 
each of the regions. At each regional workshop, participants identified 
challenges and recommendations for enhancing IFAD’s development 
effectiveness in its engagement with indigenous peoples. 
These regional workshops were instrumental for the success of the first global 
meeting of Forum at IFAD.  They also supported indigenous peoples in Africa 
and in the Asia and the Pacific to organize back-to-back preparation meetings 
for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. 
In view of this important appointment in 2014,  IFAD is looking at ways to 
further support indigenous peoples in their processes leading up to and beyond 
the World Conference. IFAD stands ready to also support and undertake joint 
advocacy with indigenous peoples on their issues and concerns in the post-2015 
development agenda.

Madam Chair, 
At IFAD we have gone a long way in the past ten years on our engagement with 
indigenous peoples, and in building true and effective partnership based on 
mutual trust. 
We are convinced that only by working together we can make a difference and 
enhance IFAD’s effectiveness in programmes and projects, as well as 
contributing to knowledge sharing and to policy dialogue at country level.  That 
is why we look forward to our strengthened cooperation with the UN Permanent 



Forum on Indigenous Issues and like-minded agencies and indigenous peoples’ 
organizations.  
I thank you for your attention.


