
INTERVENTION AT THE 2 3 K U SESSION OF THE 
WORKING GROUP ON INDTGENOUS POPULATiONS IN 
GENEVA. SWITZERLA.ND BY WEST ÁFRICA 
COALITION FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLE S' RIC ITS 
rWACIPR) 

The Chair. 

The theme of the 23 l C i session of the workíng group on i. digenous 

populat ions focusing on the domestic and the internatic: ai 

protection of indígenous traditional knou ledge is v e n r. ievam t o 

the situation of indigenous communities in Niaeria. 

As a prelude Mr. Chair, the indigenous communities in \ iger ia are 

mainly the minority t r ibes ; which have their own heritage to 

preserve and bequeath to future generations. W'hat is th e situation 

now? The cherished valúes and cultural herilage of the :ninority 

tribes are systematicaUy being eroded. The ¡anguages o i the three 

dominant groups are the recognized languages in the conntry. The 

languages of the minorities are largely suppressed and n-it given 

official encouragement. Minority children start their edueation in 

lanauaae of instruction íhat is not their mother t o n a u e . ' : he adverse 

effect of this is that the children only interact with their 

environment and imbibe their culture in so far as the lar ;uage they 

acquire can give them e\pression. 

Mr. Chair, the cultural heritage of the indigenous minórales is 
heading for extinction. 

An^ther aspect is the documentat ion of uaditional herb. • 

pharmacopoeia. The age-iong knowíedge of herbal medicine is 

only passed on from onc generation to the other by ind¡\ idual 

families. In the process, many efñcacious herbs are lost md cannot 

longer be identified because they are not on records. 
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Mr. Chair, thank you for listening so far but I would íike .n suggest 

the following solution; 

1. Educat ion of the children of minorities shouid incluye 

'expressions in their mother tongue. 

2. The licensing fees for the electronie media shouid be slashed 

or totally removed to encourage the establishment o¡ ' 

comrnunity radio that could produce programmes that suit the 

minorities. 

Mr. Chair, I thank you very much for listening to me. 

DORA OGBO! Wvs.) 

EMMANL'EL A. O K H l E H Í 

WEST AERICA COALI ¡ ION FOR 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLí RIGHT 

(WACIPR) 


