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There have been several importan! advances b> the San of Southern África on 

protecting their ¡ntellectual property rights. These include a recent and world-

renov* ned agreement on benefit sharing from the profits from the exploi tat ion of 

Hoodía aordunii (to be used as an appeí i te suppressant) as well as a provincial 

agreement conccrning the protection of San rock art in KwaZulu-Nara! , South África. 

Leghla l ion and contractual agreements are importan! in setting f r ameuorks and 

precedents for the protection of San intellectual proper t ; . South África rtou has a 

Biodiversity Act of 2004 which is dcsigncd to ensure beneflt sharing with holders of 

traditional knowledge . and a Tradit ional Knowledge Bill is eu r ren th before 

parl iament. These lavvs were not vet in place in 2002 when the San negotiated their 

l-Ioodia and Rock art contracts . and there is no doubt that the activism of the San in 

the fie-ld of heri tage coniributed g rea th to the Government meet ing its duties in te rms 

o f t h e Convent ion for Biological Diversi tv. 

T h e San leaders and San Youth Leagues are learning more and more about the valué 

of their culture and traditional knowledge . as thev recognize that it is of International 

importance. Thev are learning the skil ls required in order to m a n a s e their heri tage, 

for example b> requiring all media representat ives and researchers sign a contract 

dcsigned to protect their intellectual property rights. This document st ipuiates that 

*an\ individual or organization v\ishing to engage in anv form of media t ransmission, 

whether of film, video, radio, newspaper . maga / ines , photographs or the popular 

press. which transmission involves the San peoples, must apply for permission from a 

designated San leader. . . . If permission to publish is granted. it is provided on terms 

and condit ions clearly stipulated by W I M S A . .' W I M S A . our advocacy and 

netvsorking organisat ion. has succeeded in convincing most media workers and 

researchers to sign these contracts . therebv stopping vears and years of cultural thefi 

and disempovverment. 

San communi t i e s are working hard at establishing local capacity in order to further 

protect their intellectual property rights. Training of leaders empovvers the most rural 

communi t i e s to benefit from rather than be abused by that dangerous creature. 

tourism. It is our sad e \per ience that some researchers. photographers and f i lmmakers 

still bribe individual San b \ with alcohol or other substances in order to get them to 

sell collectivelv owned traditional knowledge The San leadership condemns such 

practices and will pursue those vvho abuse our rights. Fui! a u a r e n e s s and action at 

communi ty level ii centra! in the protection of our dignitv and ¡ntellectual property. 



Khwa ttu is an S5<) ha nature reserve on the West Coasi 
easy hour's dnve north of Cape Town (R27). The site L 
majestic views over the Atlantic coast wi thTab le Momita 
in the distance lmpeccably renovated oíd farm buildm 
house the San Culture & Edueation Centre, a place dedicai. 

to the oldest inhabriants of Southern Afru 
• _ ' the San or Bushmcn. 

- - ' 'Khwa ttu is a joint venture by the S. 
, .. • people and a Swiss philanthropic foun'.' 

' ; ' : tion, and the only San-uwned and operan 
heritage centre in the Western Cape. 

•[ ¡Khwa ttu is a choice destination for t. 
d isceming tounst who wishes to meel ,i¡ 

- i leam about South AfricaS Firss Peop 
.ij whilü enjoying a beautiful natural serting 
; the unique West Coast environment. 

• The visito: wiü be informed about the ^ 
i -' culture that dates back more than 40'( 

¡ ' years. The descendanrs of these early peor 
v.i^h lo reco'incct with their history. )!• 
cultures and l a i i c u a ^ s . whiie gami' ig n 
sk¡l)s lo makc a livmu in (he presen!. 1 

'•isüors ¿¿ the San guidcs beneti t from 1 huir encountci r 
dignificd &. beauíifui natural s e m n g . Tourists le í 
'Khwa Uu with ;hc satisfuction of ha-, ¡ng ^upported a 
nin & truly Afncan development project. 

-1- ! ¡ 
!ÉxperieAeeyk¿• ceíebration,-ofthe 

San cutütre, present andpast. 

'.Khwa ttaoffers: 

Beautifully renovaied oíd farmhouse restaurant (60-seater) 

Craft shop with top-qualitv Bushman crafts, arts and books 

Phoi f Oallcry with histórica) &. 
contemporar-" San plioiograplis 

Audiovisual theatre with 25-30 seats 
(films, puwer point, s l ide shows) 

HíII-top Boma área for picnics or lunches 
with incredible views 

San-guidcd walking trails (1-2 hours) to leam about 
tvaeking. the local fiara and aee herda of elands, 

spnngboks & zebra. 
Prime bird-watching most of the year. 

Rustic conference facilities m a quiet, natural environment 

Small tour eroups are weicome. bu? parking and easy 
access from the R27 are provided Visus will be tailored to 

the group's mterest. time and numben,. 

Vou are weicome to contací the General Manager 
to secure a booking: 

Tel: (+27) 022 492 299$ 

Fax: (+21) 022 492 3566 

email: sancentrei^visualnel.co.zíi 

Website: www.khwattu.org 

An' expéríence yoti won 'tfiíid anytvheté. 

http://www.khwattu.org

