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There have been several important advances by the San of Southern Africa on
protecting their intellectual property rights. These include a recent and world-
renowned agreement on benefit sharing from the profits from the exploitation of
Hoodia gordonii (1o be used as an appetite suppressant) as well as a provincial
agreement concerning the protection of San rock art in KwaZuiu-Naral, South Africa.

Legislation and contractual agreements are important in setting frameworks and
precedents for the protection of San mitellectual property. South Africa now has a
Biodiversity Act of 2004 which 1s designed o ensure benefit sharing with holders of
raditional knowledge. and a Traditional Knowledge Bill is currently before
parfiament. These laws were not yvet in place in 2002 when the San negotiated their
FHoodia and Rock art contracts. and there is no doubt that the activism of the San in
the ficld ot heritage comributed greatly to the Government meeting its duties in terms
of the Convention for Biological Diversity.

The San leaders and San Youth Leagues are learning more and more about the value
of their culture and traditional knowledge. as they recognize that it is of international
importance. They are learning the skills required in order to manage their heritage,
for example by requiring all media representatives and researchers sign a contract
designed to protect their intetlectual property rights. This document stipulates that
any individual or organization wishing to engage in any form of media transmission.
whether of film. video. radio. newspaper. magazines, photographs or the popular
press. which transmission involves the San peoples. must apply for permission from a
designated San leader. ... If permission to publish is granted. it is provided on terms
and conditions clearly stipulated by WIMSA. " WIMSA. our advocacy and
networking organisation. has succeeded In convincing most media workers and
rescarchers to sign these contracts, thereby stopping years and years of cultural theft
and disempowerment.

San communities are working hard al establishing local capacity in order to further
protect their intellectual property rights. Training of leaders empowers the most rural
communities to benefit from rather than be abused by that dangerous creature.
tourism. 1t is our sad experience that some researchers. photographers and filmmakers
still bribe individua! San by with alcohol or other substances in order to get them to
sell collectively owned traditional knowledge. The San leadership condemns such
practices and will pursue those who abuse our rights. Full awareness and action at
community level is central in the protection of our dignity and intellectual property.
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Khwa ttu 15 an 859 ha nature reserve on the West Coust.
casy hour's drive north of Cape Town (R27). The site |
majestic views gver the Atlantic coust with Table Mount.
in the distance. Impeccably renovated old farm buildmn
house the San Culture & Education Centre, a place dedicay.
. - 1o the oldest inhabitants of” Southarn Afric
> the San ur Bushmen,
'Khwa tfu is a joint venture by the S
. people and a Swiss philanthropic foun.
tion, and the only San-owned and operuc
" heritage centre in the Western Cape.
- 'Khwa ttu is a chowe destination for 1
discerning tourist who wishes to mcet
learn about South Afriea’s First Peop
while enjoying a beautiful natural setting
the unique West Coast environment.,
The visitor will be informed about the
i -1 culture that dates back more than 400
“" years. The descendanrts of these early peor
wish o reconnect with their tustory. th
cultires and languagess while gaming
shills 1o make a Liviny in the present, )
visitors & the San guides benefit from their encounter 1+
dignificd & beautiful natural setting. Tourists lea
"Khwa ite with the satisfaction of having supporteda wo
run & truly Afnican development project.

RSP Y VIO

Experience thie célebration of the'
v culture, present and past....

Beautifully renovated old farmhouse restaurant {60-seater)

Craft shop with top-quality Bushman crafts, arts and books

Photo Gallery with hustoneal &
contemporary San photographs

Audiovisual theatre wim_ 13230 seats
(filins, power point, slide shows)

Hill-top Boma area for picnics ot lunches
with incredible views

San-guided walking trais (1-2 hours) to lgarn about
tracking, the local flora and see herds of clands,
springboks & zebra.

Prime bird-watching most of the year.

Rustic conference facilities ina quiet, natural environment

Sroall tour groups are welcome, bus parking anq gasy
access from the R27 are provided. Visits will be tailored to
the group's interest, ime and gumbers.

You are welconie to contact the General Manager
to secure a booking:

Tel:  (+27) 022 492 2998
Fax: (+27) 022492 3566
email; sancentre{@visnainel.co.za
Website: www.khwatru.org

An'experience vou wor’t find @


http://www.khwattu.org

