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INUIT CIRCUMPOLAR CONFERENCE

STATEMENT BY THE INUIT CIRCUMPOLAR CONFERENCE- CANADA
OFFICE

We, the Inuit of Canada congratulate the Open-Ended Intersessional Working
Group for the Establishment of a Permanent Forum in its efforts to move this
work forward.

in light of the present indigenous peoples invoivement in the work of the United
Nations programs and conventions such as the Convention on Biological
Diversity, and the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants, a Permanent Forum
seems like a very natural progression for more effective participation of
indigenous peoples within the UN system.

The Inuit of Canada sincerely hope that we as indigenous peoples through the
establishment of the Permanent Forum can become central and no longer be on

the periphery of the UN system. The permanent forum will provide us our rightful
place within the intemational arena,
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