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URBANIZATION AND FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

~ THE NATIONAL INDIAN YOUTH COUNCIL
A Non-Governmental Organization in Consultation with
the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

INTRODUCTION

A

The Expert Mechanism solicits written submissions that address the primary themes of the agenda S

* . itemonthe United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, namely implementation

* of the Declaration on regional and national levels, and remedies under the Declaration, including - h

adjudication, repatriation, redress and compensation. Those themes implicate two major issues that
«_ce addressed by the Declaration — the open-ended definition of “Indigenous peoples™ to effectuate
the purposes of the document, and the primary human right Indigenous peaples have to claims for

the improvement of economic and social conditions, including education, employment, vocational -

training and retraining, housing, sanitation, health and social security (Article 21). B

The National Indian Youth Council (NIYC) was formed in 1961, and it is the second oldest national - -
Indian organization in the United States of America. It has a record of advocacy of the rights of
Indigenous Peoples in the United States in general, most particularly on issues of culturally- .

appropriate education, voting rights, health care, affirmative action, environment, religious freedom, R

the restoration of tribal constitutions and civil and human rights.! The organization has litigated
Indian rights under American (United States) law.”

The NIYC is a non-governmental organization that has consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations, and it has a board of directors with seven Indigenous
members, four of whom are womer. It operates employment training programs in three New Mexico

cities, and it is active in the advocacy of the interests of Indians who have been urbanized — by - e

_ oercion or by choice.

s

This submission will address issues under the Declaration that impﬁcate (1) individual and collective '

2003.

2 Reported cases include National Indian Youth Council v. Bruce, 485 F.2d 97 (10% Cir,
1973) (treaty right to education); National Indian Youth Council v. Andrus, 623 F.2d 694 (10®

Cir. 1980) (mining activities with negative impacts); and National Indian Youth Council v. Watt,

664 F.2d 220 (1 o™ Cir. 1981) (same). Unreported litigation includes suits to enforce Indian
parent participation in State school policies and Indian voting rights.

R R

! Fluharty, S. National Indian Youth Council. New Mexico Office of the State Historian, -
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Indian Country crime policy because the United States federal government proposes fo rehast
cosmetic programs of the past. The United States fails to address concerns voiced by the Unitec
Nations Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) on the crisis of widespreac
violence against native women (including women in urban areas, whose situation has escaped
notice), and repeated calls from Indigenous communities that the root causes of crime must be
addressed — namely social and economic conditions. Current government proposals fail tc
recognize CERD recommendations for effective support and remedies for Indigenous women whc
are victims of violent crime (often sexual offenses) and adequate law enforcement — in both Indian
reservations and urban areas (particularly border towns adjacent to reservations).

The organization supports full and effective remedies to effectuate the rights of Indigenous peoples
and to address their needs in legislative or adjudicative remedies. Such remedies should benefit
Indigenous peoples as a whole, and more particularly, it should address the specific problems and
needs of identified groups, including people in urban areas. '

Most of the Indigenous peoples of the world deal with governments as legally-recognized “tribes”
or governmental groups, or as recognized interest groups. However forces of urbanization,
marginalization, relocation, labor force recruitment, and other forces create groups of urbanized
Indigenous peoples that are distinct, identifiable, and relevant, and urbanized Indigenous peoples
exist in numbers that often exceed numbers in traditional rural areas.

The National Indian Youth Council calls upon the United Nations, acting through the Expert
Mechanism, to recognize and articulate the rights of Indigenous peoples identified in this
submission, and the rights outlined above. e e .



