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Report of the Meeting

Submitted by Co-Rapporteurs Tcrry.Ianis, Indian Land Tenurc
Foundation and Andrea Carmen, International Indian Treaty Council

I .  BACKGROUND

l 'h is is a rep<trt  on the North American Preparatory Mect ing for the United
Nat ions  Permanent  Forum on Ind igenous lssues ,  F i f th  Scss ion  wh ich  w i l l  be  he ld
in  New York  f rom May 1  5  -  26 ,2006.  Thc  meet ing  was he ld  on  Apr i l29  and 30 ,
2006, at the Universi ty of Minncsota I ' luman Rights Center and l-aw School ,  229
19th  Avcnue South .  Minneapo l is ,  M innesota .  Meet ings  and re la ted  events  wcrc
hos ted  by  the  In te rna t iona l  lnd ian ' l ' rea ty  Counc i l  in  co l labora t ion  w i th  the
Univers i ty  o f  M innesota  i luman R igh ts  Ccnter .

The meet ing  \vâs  reques tcd  by  Wi l ton  L i t t lech i ld ,  Ind igcnous lndcpcndent  Expcr t
Membcr from North American on the Permanenl l iorum on Indigenous Issues.
The meeting was a voluntary effort  of  indigenous peoples from North America
who used the i r  own l im i ted  resources  to  come together to  accompl ish  the
fo l low ing  goa ls .

1. To share important infclrrnat ion;
2. ' Io develop consensus around a strong consol idated statement that can bc

prcsented at thc upcoming 5'n session of the Permanent Forum on
lnd igenous Issues  (UNPFI15) ;  and

3. To prepare for speciai  events planned at UNPFII5.

A Chairperson and Rapporleur were selected by meeting part ic ipants. The
Chairperson was Bi l l  Means, Board member of the Internat ional Indian Treaty
Counci l .  Co-Rapporteurs were Andrea Carmen, Execut ive Director of the
lnternat ional lndian Treaty Counci l .  and Terry Janis,  Program Off icer with the
lndian Land Tenure Foundat ion.
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D. The Preparatory Meeting was attended by 26 representatives from 19 Indigenous
Nations and organizations from the Permanent Forum's North America Region
(United States and Canada).  A complete part ic ipants l ist  is at tached as Annex L

Special note was made of the land and treaty rights struggles of the Dakota
(Sioux) peoples of Southern Minnesota where this meeting was held. Their
Treaty of 1805, the f i rst  Treaty between the Dakota Oyate and the United States,
involves approximately 155,000+ acres which covers much of the land of the
Twin Cit ics of St.  Paul and Minneapol is.  Art ic le 3 of the Treaty of 1805 asserts,
"The U.S. promise on their  part ,  to permit  thc Sioux to pass, repass, hunt,  and do
other things as they have formerly done in said distr ict ."  This typi f ies the crucial
role that t reat ies play in the r ights of indigcnous peoples and the commitment tcr
equity and just ice that states must make in ordcr to resolve these issues. The
participants expressed their support of the efforts of thc Dakota Oyate to protect
their  t reaty r ights and to care for the land and water in this area. They requested
to bc kept informed of this struggle and how lhey could providc addit ional
support  as needed.

Thc part ic ipants of the North American Preparatory Mcct ing for the Permanent
Forum on Indigenous issues - Fi f th Session exprcssed their  s incere appreciat ion
for the hosts of this meeting, the Internat ional lndian Treaty Counci l  and the
Universi ty of Minnesota Law School Human Rights Center.  Special  appreciat ion
is  a lso  g ivcn  to  Kr is t i  Rude l ius -Pa lmer ,  Co-Di rec lo r  o f  the  Un ivers i ty  o f
Minnesota l luman Rights Center,  for her dedicated efforts in organizing the
meeting and helping to produce this report .

The Chairperson, Rapporteurs and organizcrs of this Preparatory Meeting notcd
the exlraordinary servicc provided by the Indigenous peoples'  representat ives
who par t i c ipa ted  in  th is  meet ing .  Thc i rded ica t ion  to  the  human d ign i ty  o f  a l l
peoples honors the vis ion of the United Nat ions.
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I I .  INTRODUCTION

A. The pr imary purpose of this report  is to communicate a consol idated statement
from North American indigenous peoples represented at this preparatory meeting
that wi l l  be communicated at thc upcoming 5'n session of the Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues. The bulk of the report ,  therefore, is in the Conclusions and
Recommendations sect ion that fol lows.

B. The Conclusions and Recommendations sect ion that fol lows wi l l  be orsanized in
the  fo l low ing  top ics :

1. Land. treat ies and natural  resources
2. The lJni ted Nat ions Declarat ion on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and

the restructur ing of the United Nat ions
3. Indigenous peoples affected by internat ional borders
4. Methods of work of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous lssues



5. The Mil lennium Development Goals (MDG's), general comments as well
as specific recommendations to the Permanent Forum 5'n session regarding
M D G ' s # 3 - 8

III. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A. CENTRAL CROSS-CUTTING THE,MES PERTAINING TO THE
CONCERNS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN THE NORTH AMERICA
REGION (UNITED STATES AND CANADA) REGARDING THE WORK OF
THE UN PERMANENT FORUM ON INDIGENOUS ISSUES 5TH AND
FUTURE SESSIONS.

I.  LAND, TERRITORIES, TREATIES AND NATURAL RESOURCES

a. Part ic ipant.s in the North American Preparatory Session for UNPFII5 aff i rmed
that Rights and Relat ionships to Land, Terr i tor ies and the Natural  Environment
("Resources") are ovc'rr id ing core conccrns for Indigenous Pcoples. They cross
cut and impact al l  6 of the mandated areas of thc UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues, arc the basis for our survival ,  and arc fundamental  to the
fu l f i l lment  o f  a l l  8  o f  the  Mi l lenn ium Devc lopment  Goa ls  (MGDs)  fo r  Inc l igcnous
Peoples.

b. Part ic ipants in the North Amcrican Prcparatory Session for UNPFIIS endorsc
the conclusions and recommendations of the "Report  on the Expert  Seminar on
Indigenous Peoples'  Permancnt.  Sovereignty over Natural  Resources and their
Relat ionship to Land" IE/CN.4/Sub.2lAC.412006/3] hcld in Gencva 25-27
January 2006.

c. In part icular,  part ic ipants expressed their  appreciat ion to the members of the
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues for their  dccision to adopt the experts '
recommendat ion  conta incd  in  paragraph 45  o f  tha t  repor t ,  inv i t ing  " . . . the
Permanent Forum on Indigcnous Issues to consider dcvot ing i ts sixth session to
the quest ion of lands, terr i tor ies and resources of indigenous peoples, taking into
account the results of the present seminar,  as wel l  as previous rclevant UN
scminars  and s tud ies . "

d. The North American Preparatory Session for UNPFI15 part ic ipants
recommend the fol lowing concerns and issues as key topics be addressed during
the  UNPFI16 sess ion :

(1)The histor ic and current impl icat ions and impacts of the "Doctr ine of
Discovery" as pract iced by the United States, Austral ia,  and other sett ler
governments :

(2) The nat ional and internat ional legal standing of aboriginal  t i t le;



(3) Indigenous Peoples'  permanent sovereignty over natural  resources including
reviewing the implementat ion of the recommendations from the above
mentioned UN Expert  Seminar;

(4) The appl icat ion and implementat ion of the r ight to free, pr ior informed
consent (FPIC).

e. Part ic ipants agreed that Treat ies, Agreements and Construct ive Arrangements
between states and Indigenous Peoples are directly related to their rights to land,
territories and natural resources. The rights affirmcd in Treaties are cross-cutting
issues that impact al l  s ix areas of the mandate of the Permanent Forum.
Part ic ipants, therefore, recommend that Treat ies be considered in the context of
this discussion at thc sixth session of the Permanent Forum. Specif ical ly,
part ic ipants:

(1) Endorse the conclusions and recommendations from the 1" Expert  Seminar on
Treat ics, Agreements and other Construct ive Arrangements between States
and Indigenous Peoples, held in Geneva, 15-17 December 2003

(2) Support  the second seminar to be hosted by the Maskwacîs Cree First  Nat ions
in Treaty 6 Terr i tory,  Albcrta, Canada, 25-27 September 2006

(3) Rccommend that the Permanent Forum in i ts 6" 'scssion review the
recommendations from both of these seminars, in part icular focusing on steps
taken by Indigenous Peoplcs, States, and the United Nat ions system to ensure
t h e  i r  i m p l c m c n t a ( i o n

(4) Recommend that thc Permanent Forum, in i ts capacity as a Unitcd Nat ions
body under  the  Economic  and Soc ia l  Counc i l  fo rmal ly  submi t  the
recommendal ions from thcse two UN seminars to the I- lague, ut i l iz ing the
appropriate protocols and rcquest ing an advisory opinion from the World
Court.

2. THE UNITED NATIONS DECLARATION ON THE RIGI.ITS OF
INDIGENOUS PEOPI,ES AND THE RESTRUCTURING OF THE
UNITED NATIONS

a. Part ic ipants recognized that there are a range of v iews and posit ions, and also
unanswered quest ions, among both Indigenous Peoples and states regarding the
process for adopt ion of the Declarat ion within the UN as wel l  as the exist ing
texts.

b. Part ic ipants request that the Permanent Forum on lndigenous Issues at i ts 5th
session cal l  upon the United Nal ions Human Rights Counci l  and al l  other UN
bodies that may be required to address the UN Declarat ion on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples:

(1) To recognize i ts utmosl importance for Indigenous Peoples, their  survival
and wel l -being, as wel l  as for the achievement of peaceful  relat ions among
na l ions  and peop les



(2) To ensure that the Declarat ion on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples which
wi l l  be proposed for adopt ion by the UN General Assembly upholds the
minimum standards necessary to promote, defend and recognize the r ights
of Indigenous Peoples and does not fall below the standards of rights
already contained in internat ional law.

(3) To ensure that al l  del iberat ions on the Declarat ion on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples within the United Nat ions cont inue to include the real,
ef fect ive and representat ive voices and part ic ipat ion of lndigenous Peoples
a t  a l l  leve ls .

c.  Parl ic ipants recommend that the UN Permanent Forum 5'h session advise the
UN Human Rights Counci l  to implement structurcs, proccdures and mechanisms
which wi l l  ensure the effect ive and representat ive part ic ipat ion of Indigenous
Peoples to defend their  human r ights and fundamental  f reedoms, and to redress
v io la t ions  o f  these r i sh ts .

3. INDI(;ENOUS PEOPLES AFFECTED BY INTERNATIONAL BORDERS

a. Part ic ipants recognized that the current methods and procedures for
enforcement of border control  by lhe United States, Canada and Mexico violate
the human r ights,  cul tural  r ights,  t reaty r ights,  sovereignty, and, in some
situat ions, the r ight to l i fe of Indigenous Peoples and Nations, in part icular of
thosc divided by intcrnat ional borders between Canada and the United States and
Mexico and the United States. Part ic ipants recognized and supported the
important work being carr ied out by impacted Indigcnous Pcoples and States 1cr
address thc cont inued scr ious problems rcsult ing from current border enforcement
and immigra t ion  po l i c ies .

b. Part ic ipanls cal l  upon the Permanent Irorum to rcqucst rcports and updates
from these and othcr Statcs, regarding thc status and implementat ion of rcmcdics,
in part icular where cr i t ical  threats to the l ives, safety and human r ights of
lndigenous Peoples have occurred.

c. Part ic ipants cal l  upon the Permanent Forum to encourage that dialogues
between States and lndigenous Peoples be expanded to include Indigenous
Peoplcs and State part ies from both border areas to ensure that remedies:

(1) Are uniform and consistenl
(2) Are undertaken in conformity with internat ional human r ights standards,

the r ights aff i rmed in Treat ies including the Jay Trealy and Lame Bul l
Treaty, and free, pr ior,  and informed consent,  and

(3) Include the ful l  par l ic ipat ion and address the concerns of the affected
Indigenous Peoples as wel l  as States.

4. THE METHODS OF WORK OF THE PERMANENT FORUM ON
INDIGENOUS ISSUES



a. Participants reiterated their concerns regarding the effectiveness of the UN
Permanent Forum on indigenous Issues, and discussed ways to strengthen i ts
mandate and role, whi le also recognizing the many important advances i t  had
achieved to date in conjunct ion with Indigenous Peoples from around the world.
b. Part ic ipants were part icular ly concerned by the lack of ef fect ive engagement
and response by States during past sessions and the lack of t ime dedicated for
dialogue, exchange of v iews and development of solut ions in response to
recommendations and concerns presented by Indigenous Peoples. Part ic ipants,
therefore, of fer the fol lowing recommcndations in order to maximize the
effect iveness of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in future sessions:

(1) Part ic ipants recognized and supported the asscssment and conclusions of
"The Analysis of the Rccommendations and State of Implementat ion from
the F' i rst  Three Sessions of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
and State of Implementat ion," submitted by Victor ia Taul i  Corpuz and
Wil ton Li t t lechi ld to the 5'n Session of the Permanent Forum.
Part ic ipants supportcd in part icular the recommendation in paragraph 30
suggcst ing thc need to "rat ional ize" the large number of recommendations
inc lud ing  co l laps ing  s imi la r  recommendat ions  in to  onc  and c lus te r ing
recommendations under topic headings to faci l i tate discussions.

(2) Al l  part ic ipants in the UNPFII sessions should be strongly encouraged to
submit regional and joint  statements and recommcndations. Wri t ten
submissions should be made to the Sccretar iat  of  thc Pcrmanent Forum on
Ind igenous Issues  in  wr i t ing  90  days  in  advance o f  the  nex t  sess ion .  Th is
wi l l  not precludc oral  or wri l ten submissions on cmerging or immediate
cr is is si tuat ions during the Permanent Forum sessions.

(3) The Permanent Forum should request funding from ECOSOC to enablc i t
to hold an intersessional meeting 60 days in advancc of each session tr>
review and organize the recommendations received and develop an agenda
based on this process of considerat ion and rat ional izal ion.

(4) Thc consol idatcd l ist  of  recommendations and issuc arcas to be considered
at the next session should be publ ished on thc Pcrmancnt Forum website
30 days before the beginning of the next session in order to ensure
adequate preparat ion by Indigenous, State, and UN agency part ic ipants.
The ful l  texts of the submissions received could also be made avai lable on
the PFII  Web si te.

(5) Adequate t ime can then be devoted during the Permanent Forum sessions
so that States and UN agencies can enter into dialogue with Indigenous
part ic ipants regarding key recommendations and issue areas contained in
the agenda, respond to concerns expressed, answer quest ions raised by
part ic ipants and Permanent Forum members, provide updates on
previously considered matters, and report  on progress, implementat ion of
previous recommendations and other recent developments.

c. Participanls expressed serious concerns regarding ongoing reports of



Indigenous Peoples wishing to part ic ipate in Permanent Forum sessions who
were not able to obtain visas to enter the United States. Representatives at
this North Amcrica rcgion preparatory meeting strongly encourage the
Permanent Forum to request that ECOSOC work direct ly with the United
States of America to ensure that participants to the Permanent Forum are not
excluded for this reason. Part ic ipants also request the Permanent Forum
members to meet with the United States direct ly to assess what can be done
to faci l i tate the resolut ion of such problems.

d. Part ic ipants encouragc the Permancnt Forum to implement capacity bui lding
act iv i t ies for Indigenous Peoples, UN agencies and States, in cooperat ion with
Indigenous Peoples, in order to strengthen their  ef fcct ive part ic ipat ion in
future sessions of thc Permanent Forum. This is consistent with the
recommendation in paragraph 46 of the "Report  on the Experl  Seminar on
Indigenous Peoples'  Permanent Sovereignty over Nalural  Resourccs and their
Re la t ionsh ip  to  Land. "

B. THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDG's) # 's 3 -  8

I .  GENERAL CROSS.CUI"TING CONCERNS AND OI]SERVATIONS
RE(;ARDING THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

a. Part ic ipants agreed that thcre is an urgenl need to redef ine thc MDG's 1o
inc lude thc  pcrspe 'c t i ves .  conccrns ,  expcr icnces  and wor ldv icws o f  Ind igcnous
Peoples, to better ref lect their  own def ini t ions of povcrty and dcvelopment,  and tcr
ensure the ful l  and cffect ive part ic ipat ion of Indigenous Peoples in their
imp lemcnta t ion .

b .  Par t i c ipants  cha l l cnge thc  parad igm regu lar ly  uscd  by  thc  UN and
devc lopment  agenc ies  to  d iv idc  Ind igenous Peop lcs  l i v ing  in  the  so-ca l led
"deve loped"  ( indus t r ia l i zc -d)  and "deve lop ing"  count r i cs .  Th is  d is t inc t ion  is  no t
appl icable and does not ref lect the real i t ies of Indigenous Pcoples based on many
factors and indicators including: health,  l i fe expectancy, incarccrat ion rates, infant
mortal i ty rates, part ic ipat ion in decision-making that af fects them and their  abi l i ty
to exercise their  ful l  r ight to development as Peoples.

c.  Part ic ipants endorse and support  the conclusions of the "Report  of  the
Internat ional Expert  Group Meeting on the Mi l lennium Development Goals,
lndigenous Parl ic ipat ion and Good Governance" [8lC.191200617] and the "Report

of the Meeting on Indigenous Peoples and Indicators of Wel l-Being"
IE lC. l9l2006lCRP.3] and request that the Permanent Forum take note at i ts 5 'n
session of their  direct relevance 1o the considerat ion relat ing to the MDG's.

d. Part ic ipants recognize that real izat ion and implementat ion of the MDG's for
Indigenous Peoples are fundamental ly impacted by denials of their  r ights to Self-
determinat ion, Permanent Sovereiqntv over their  Lands. Terr i tor ies and Natural



Resources and Free, Prior and Informed consent. Participants call upon the
Permanent Forum to include this recognit ion as a pr imary point in i ts f inal  report
of this session.

e. Part ic ipants recognize that there have been important studies undertaken and
the stat ist ics gathered by Indigenous Peoples in their  own communit ies which are
direct ly relevant to the concerns addressed by the MDG's, and cal l  upon the
Permanent Forum to develop a database to compi le such studies and stat ist ics as
wel l  as best pract ices ident i f ied by Indigenous Peoples.

f .  Part ic ipants recognize that the protect ion, preservat ion, t ransmission, and
revi tal izat ion of ceremonial  pract ices and places, Indigenous languages,
tradi t ional knowlcdge and cultural  understandings addressing al l  aspects of the
human l i fe  cyc le ,  inc lud ing  ch i ld -b i r th ,  ch i ld - rear ing ,  and pass ing  o f  knowledge
as wel l  as natural  world rclat ionships between the generat ions play an
instrumental  role in support ing the attainment of thc MDG's for Indigenous
Peoples.

g. Part ic ipants recognize that thc impacts of cnvironmcntal  contaminat ion and
degradat ion result ing in part  f rom the ongoing pr ior i t izat ion of economic interests
by States over the spir i tual ,  cul tural ,  health,  and subsistence r ights of lndigenous
Peop lcs  have d i rec t  and ongo ing  negat ive  impacts  on  the i r  ab i l i t y  to  rea l i ze  the
M D G ' s .

h. Part ic ipants recognize and encourage the work of the Permanent Forum
together with Indigenous Peoples to develop " indicators of wcl l -being for
Indigenous Peoples" as an important contr ibut ion to the understanding of thc
global community on kcy rclevant issues as wel l  as for the assessment of
ach ievements  re la tcd  1o  the  MDG's .

2..  SPECIFIC RECOMMENDAf' IONS TO UNPFIIs REGARDING
IMPLEMENTION OF MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS #'s 3-8

The participants in the North America Region preparatory session recommend
that UNPFII5:

a. RE: MDG #3 - "Promote gender equality and empower \ryomen"

(1) Recognizethe need to promote and reinstale educat ion systems and models
that recognize and incorporate the leadership role, historic and current
contr ibut ions, achievements, and responsibi l i t ies of Indigenous women from
the community to the internat ional levels.

(2) Call upon States to report to the PFII on their compliance with the MDG goal
of "el iminat ing gender dispari ty in pr imary and secondary educat ion by
2005."



(3) Cal lupon States, UN agencies, and Indigenous Peoples to recognize and
support  the important work and programs being developed and implement by
Indigenous women to defend the r ights of Indigenous women and gir ls and to
address domest ic violence, sexual v iolence, and exploi tat ion of Indigenous
women and gir ls in their  communit ies and worldwide.

(4) Call upon States who have not done so to ratify the Convention on the
El iminat ion of Al l  Forms of Discr iminat ion Againsl  Women (CEDAW), and
to report  compl iance regarding Indigenous gir ls and women to the UN
Permanent Forum on an annual basis.

b. RE: MDG #4 - "Reduce child mortalitv"

(1) Support  thc work of thc UN Committee on the Convent ion on the Rights of
the Chi ld in i ts development of a report  on the status of lndigenous chi ldren
worldwide, which is current ly in the draft ing phase, congratulate i ts ef forts to
gct broad input from Indigenous Peoples and encourage wide disseminat ion of
the f inal  report  to Indigenous Peoples, States, UN bodies and agencies.

(2) Encourage the United States to rat i fy the Convcnt ion on the Rights of the
Chi ld and to encourage al l  others to report  compl iancc regarding Indigenous
chi ldren to the UN Permancnt Forum on an annual basis.

(3) Cal l  upon Tribal  governments and First  Nat ion communit ies, States and
agcncies, in col laborat ion with lndigenous Peoples, to implement and sharc
information about cducat ional programs for young women, pregnant and
nursing mothers and family membcrs regarding impacts of cnvironmental
toxics, drugs, alcohol,  c igarette smoking, and other preventablc forms of
contaminat ion  on  pre-na ta l  hea l th .

(4) Cal l  upon States, especial ly industr ial ized countr ies such as the Unitcd States
and Canada, to change their  pol ic ies and pract ices in recognit ion of the
detr imental  impacts on pre-natal  and post-natal  health,  bir th dcfccts and infant
mortal i ty ratcs of industr ial  environmental  contaminants (mercury, lead,
cyanide, radioact ive waste, persistent organic pol lutants,  pest ic ides, etc.)  as
essent ia l  component  o f  thc i r  compl iance w i th  th is  MDG.

(5) Recognize the importance and relevance 1o this and other MDG's of the
"Treuly Right lo Health" contained in many treaties between States and
lnd igcnous Peop les  and to  ca l l  fo rcompl iancc  w i th  th is  p rov is ion  as  an
essent ia l  component  to  ach iev ing  th is  and o ther  MDG's .

(6) Col lect and compi le data on the health dispari t ies as wel l  as rates of infant
mortal i ty between Indigenous Peoples and the gencral  populat ions in al l
countr ies including industr ial ized countr ies such as the United States and
Canada.

(7) Request submission of data from Indigenous Peoples and State agencies on
the rates of death and injur ies among Indigenous and First  Nat ion chi ldren in
foster care placement in Canada, with special  at tent ion placed on deaths
among infants and chi ldren with disabi l i t ies and special  needs.

c. RE: MDG #5 - "Improve maternal health"
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(1) Cal l  upon Tribal  governments and First  Nat ion communit ies as wel l  as State
and UN agencies, in col laborat ion with Indigenous Peoples, to implement
educational programs for young women, pregnant and nursing mothers and
family members regarding impacts of environmental  toxics, drugs, alcohol,
and other preventable forms of contamination on maternal health and future
generat ions.

(2) Cal l  upon lndigenous Peoples to strengthen and revi tal ize the role of
tradi t ional midwives and healers, women's tradi t ional ceremonies and cultural
pract ices, and the passing of t radi t ional knowledge between women elders and
youth, as essent ial  factors in the improvement of maternal health and vi tal i ty
of future generat ions. Encourage States to provide support  for such programs
implemented and run by Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous women in their
communit ies and to support  and fund programs that ensure ful l  access of
Indigenous women, gir ls,  and pregnant and nursing mothers to adequate
health care faci l i t ies in their  communit ies and elsewhere as needed.

(3) Cal l  upon the UN and i ts agencies as wel l  as Indigenous Peoples and States to
recognize the vi tal  importance of Food sovereignty and the Right of
Ind igenous Peop les  to  the i r  own Means o f  Subs is tencc ,  inc lud ing  main ta in ing ,
protect ing and strengthcning tradi t ional subsistencc pract ices, cul tural
knowledge and food use, forthe al l -round heath and wel lness of Indigenous
Peoplcs and especial ly for maternal health and health of unborn generat ions

d. RE: MDG #6 - "Combat I I IV/AIDS, malar ia and other diseases"

(1) Recognize and urge states to consider that in many American Indian and
Canadian First  Nat ions communit ies HIV/AIDS is among the fastest growing
diseases, especial ly among Indigenous youth; and cal l  for immediate
response to this growing cr is is by Indigcnous Pcoples with the f inancial
support  of  Statcs, nat ional and internat ional agencies, including the
ident i f icat ion and engagemcnt,  or i f  need be, the creat ion of cul tural ly
appropriate educat ion and treatment programs for Indigcnous communit ies, in
par t i cu la r  in  ru ra l  communi t ies .

(2) Recognize, col lect data and encourage support  by States of cul tural ly
appropriate programs designed and implemented by Indigenous communit ies,
addressing dispari t ies in the levels of diseases and olher causes of death
related to poverty,  poor nutr i t ion and despair  among Indigenous Peoples,
including obesity,  diabetes, alcohol ism, drug addict ion and youth suicide.

(3) Recognizethe important posi t ive role and contr ibul ion of exercise, including
the promotion of Indigenous tradi t ional games and sports for al l  ages and both
genders, in maintaining health at al l  levels,  combating many diseases and
promoting physical ,  mental  and cultural  health and wel l -being in Indigenous
communities; Support and endorse the "Magglingen Commitmentfor Ph_ysical
Education" from the 2"d World Summit on Physical Education as well as the
"Magglingen Calt to Action 2005 " adopted by the 2"d Magglingen
Conference on Sport and Development. (The final report from this
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international conference for the International Year of Sport and Physical
Education was presented to Secretary General Kofi Annan April 3, 2006).

e. RE: MDG #7 - "Ensuring environmental sustainability"

(1) Cal l  upon states and internat ional agencies to pr ior i t ize providing safe and
clean dr inking water in communit ies, current ly not avai lable in many rural
Canadian First  Nat ions and American Indian Reservat ions as wel l  as in many
Indigenous communit ies around the world.

(2) Cal l  upon the world community to recognizc that watcr is a f in i te,  sacred,
precious, and non-renewable resource vi tal  for al l  l i fe.

(3) Cal l  for the adopt ion of nat ional,  internat ional and tr ibal  pol ic ies to prevent the
deplet ion, contaminat ion, pr ivat izat ion and commodif icat ion of water and to
ful ly recognize the Human Right to Water.

(4) Recognize Lhal,  current nat ional and inlernat ional non-sustainable energy
pol ic ies and pract ices accelerate global warming and cl imatc change,
impact ing  the  subs is tence r igh ts  and surv iva l  o f  Ind igenous communi t ies  and
jeopardizing thc balance of the natural  world;  cal l  upon States, Tr ibal  and
First  Nat ions governments and internat ional agcncics to provide support  for
dcvclopment of cncrgy using renewable resources and sustainable methods.

(5) Endorsc and disscminatc the Indigenous Peoples'  Dcclarat ion from the World
Water Forum in March 2006 (Mexico City,  Mcxico) and the Indigenous
Peoples'  Declarat ion from the World Summit on Sustainablc Development in
2002 (Durban, South Afr ica),  as direct ly rc levant to the real izat ion of this and
other  MDG's .

(6 )  Ca l l  upon thc  S ta tcs  wh ich  have no t  yc t  done so ,  in  par t i cu la r thc  Un i ted
States and other industr ial ized countr ies, to adopt,  rat i fy,  and implement the
Kyoto Protocols on Cl imatc Change and thc Stockholm Convent ion on
Persistent Organic Pol lutants,  whi le also ensuring the protect ion and
promotion oI lndigenous r ights.

(7) Recognize the deadly effects of al l  stages of thc nuclear chain on Indigenous
Peop les ,  inc lud ing  uran ium min ing ,  tes t ing ,  p roduc t ion  o f  weapons and
nuc lear  energy ,  and waste  dumping  and d isposa l ;  ca l l  on  thc  in te rna t iona l
community to urge al l  States to abandon al l  such horr i f ic and deadly forms of
resource extract ion which have part icular ly devastat ing impacts on lndigenous
Peoples around the world.

f. RE: MDG #8 - "Develop a global partnership for development"

(1) Aff i rm and rei terate that Self-determinat ion, Free Prior and Informed Consent
and accountabi l i ty form the basis and prerequisi te for any relat ionship which
can be cal led a true partnership for development;  cal l  upon al l  part ies
including States, Indigenous Peoples, UN bodies, internat ional development
agencies ( i .e.  the World Bank and IFAD), corporat ions and the pr ivate sector
as wel l  as civ i l  society,  to uphold and be held accountable to these vi tal
p r inc ip les .
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(2) Recognize that the themes of the 1" and 2nd International Decades of the
World's Indigenous Peoples emphasize the development of partnerships
between States, UN bodies and agencies and Indigenous Peoples for the ful l
real izat ion of their  Plans of Act ion, whi le also acknowledging that the 1' t
Internat ional Decade fel l  short  of  real iz ing and putt ing into pract ice a true
partnership based on mutual recognit ion and respect.

(3) Request the submission by the UN Secretary General  of  an annual progress
report  at  each PFII  session in relat ion to the goals and Plan of Act ion for the
2nd Decade.

(4) Recognize, endorse and include the recommendations contained in the f inal
report  f rom the United Nat ions Permanent Forum Workshop on Partnership
Visions for The Second Internat ional Decade of the World's Indigenous
Peoples Fcbruary 13 - 17,2006in Nuuk, Greenland, which aff i rm that:

"During the Second International Decade oJ'the Wortd's Indigenous
Peoples all relevant actors are urged to establish, develop and promote
slrong pertnerships among Indigenous Peoples. Governments and inter-
got)ernmental bodies, agencies, funds and programmes, non-
governmentol organizations and the private sector. The Programmes of
Action of the Second International Decade and the draft universal
declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples, when adopted, should
serve as lhe basic frameworks for such parLnerships. The creation of
nalional tripa.rtile bodies , which include representatives of Government,
United Nations' agencies and Indigenous Peoples, toformuktte and
implement nalional programmes for the Second Decade is encouraged as
one form of such partnerships. "

(5) Underscorc that the Rcports of the "Mect ing on lndigenous Peoples and
Indicators of Wel l-Bcing" and the " lnternat ional Expert  Group Meeting on the
Mi l lenn ium Deve lopment  Goa ls ,  Ind igenous Par t i c ipa t ion  and Good
Governance", previously endorsed in this report ,  contain important elements
for def ining and measuring true'partnership betwcen States, UN agencies and
lndigenous Peoples. For example, paragraph 14 of "The Report  of  the
Meeting on lndigenous Peoples and Indicators of Wel l-Being" states:

"Experts described the need for the proposed Core Theme of
indigenous peoples' polîtical participation to go beyond
measuring token processes of consultation. The full integrity
of the meaning of partnership was suggested as e more
meaningful standard for measuring indigenous peoples'
political involvement. It was suggested that this standard
would also aim to capture measurement of reciprocal, shared
and/or mutual accounlability between states and indisenous
peoples. "

(6) Final ly,  recognize and aff i rm that t reat ies are both examples of and a basis for
partnerships between State and Indigenous Nation Parties; and recall, when
considering the matter of debt and Indigenous Peoples under this MDG, the
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statement made by the UN Special Rapporteur on Treaties, Agreements and
Constructive Arrangements between States and Indigenous Peoples, Dr.
Miguel Al fonso Mart inez, in paragraph 255 of his f inal  report
lE/CN.4. Sub.2l 1999 l20l:

"The Special Rapporteur is fully convinced that the overall
Indigenous problematique today is also ethical in nature. He
believes that humanitv has contracted a debt with Indigenous
Peoples because of the historical misdeeds against them.
Consequently, these must be redressed on lhe basis of equity
and historical justice. He is also very much aware of the
practical impossibility of taking the world back to the situation
existing at the beginning of the encounters between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Peoples five centuries ago. It is nol
possible to undo all that has been done fboth positive and
negativel in this time-lapse, but this does not negate the ethicctl
imperative to undo (even at the expense, if need be, of the
straitjacket imposed by the unbending observance of the rule of
f non-IndigenousJ law") the wrong done, both spiritually and
materially, to the Indigenous Peoples. " (emphasis added)

l - )



North American Region Preparatory Session for the
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 5th Session

April 29-30,2006, University of Minnesota Law School

ANNEX A. Participant List (with Indian Nation if applicable and
organization/Nation represented

1. Sunshine Archambault ,  Lakota Nat ion, Heart  of  the Earth School
2. Patr ic ia Bel langer,  White Earth Oj ibwe Nation, Internat ional Indian Treaty Counci l
3.  Vernon Bel lecourt ,  Anishinabe/Oj ibwe Nation, American Indian Movement
4. Andrea Carmen, Yaqui Nat ion, Internat ional Indian Treaty Counci l
5.  Robert  coulter,  Potawatomie Nat ion, Indian Law Resource center**
6. Darrel l  Drapeau, Yankton Sioux Nat ion, Yankton Sioux Tr ibe Treaty Steering

Committee
7. Mary Beth Faimon, Southwest Minnesota State Universi ty
8. Petuuche Gi lbert ,  Acoma Pucblo, Indigenous World Associat ion
9. I)arwin Hi l l ,  Tonawanda Seneca Nation, Haudcnosaunee
10.  S id  H i l l ,  Onondaga Nat ion ,  Haudenosaunee
1 1. Terry Janis,  Lakota Nat ion, Indian Land Tenure Foundat ion
12.  John Kearney ,  Consu l tan t  fo r  Amer ican Ind ian  Trea ty  Counc i l
13. Ron Lameman, Beaver Lake Cree Nation, Confederacy of Treaty Six First  Nat ions &

Internat ional Indian Treaty Counci l
14. Myron Lameman, Beaver Lake Cree Nation, Youth representat ive, Internat ional

Ind ian  Trea ly  Counc i l
15. LeMoine LaPoinle, l -akota Nat ion, Minneapol is American Indian center
16. Noel Lee, St.  Paul Ncighborhood Nerwork (video)
17. Wil ton Li t t lechi ld,  Ermincskin Cree Nation, Internat ional Organizat ion of Indigcnous

Rcsource Development;  Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
18.  Oren Lyons ,  Onondaga Nat ion ,  Haudenosaunee
19.  Cra ig  Mak inaw,  Erminesk in  Crec  Nat ion
20. Chris Mato Nunpa, Dakota Nat ion, Southwest Minnesota State Universi ty
21 .  B i l l  Means,  og la la  Lakota  Nat ion ,  In te rna t iona l  Ind ian  Trea ty  Counc i l
22 .Wende l l  N icho las ,  Ma l ise t ,  Assembly  o f  F i rs t  Nat ions ,  Canada
23. Stuart Patterson, Tuscarora Seneca
24.Manuel Pino, Acoma Pueblo, Scottsdale community col lege, Indigenous

Environmcntal  Network
25.  Kr is t i  Rude l ius -Pa lmer ,  un ivers i ty  o f  M innesota  Human Righ ts  center
26. Paul Smith, Oneida Nat ion of Wisconsin, Heifer Internat ional Indian Nat ions

In i t ia t i vc
27. Jackie Warledo, Seminole Nat ion of Oklahoma, Seminole Sovereisntv Protect ion

Ini t iat ive/Internat ional Indian Treaty Counci l

** Mr.Coulter part ic ipated in the f i rst  day only of this two-day meeting, and therefore he
requested that the Rapporteurs note that he/ILRC was not present and did not participate
when the f inal  conclusions and recommendations were discussed on the 2nd day.
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