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UNICEF Statement 
Interactive Dialogue with Spécial Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

Human Rights Council, Geneva, 20 September 2011 

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

Madame Président, Excellentes, Members of the Council 

UNICEF commends the Spécial Rapporteur for his contribution towards realizing the rights of 
indigenous children, adolescents and women, both in developing and industrialized countries. 

Indigenous children face glaring disparities across ail human development indicators and a 
wide gap between légal commitments and the realization of their rights on the ground. 
Obstacles such as discrimination, marginal ization and exclusion often remain the norm in the 
struggle towards realizing the rights of indigenous children as reflected by their higher mortality 
and school dropout rates. Despite comparatively higher level of socio-economic development, 
indigenous children in developed countries also face thèse disparities. 

In May this year UNICEF held a comprehensive dialogue with the UN Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues, mapping the progress and gaps in UNICEF's work on indigenous children. 
UNICEF would welcome the Spécial Rapporteurs reflections and guidance in this regard, 
particularly in the light of its equity-based approach focusing on children who are 
disproportionately represented among the poor. 

As part of UNICEF's renewed effort on indigenous issues we are proud to participate in the 
new UN-Indigenous Peoples' Partnership. The Partnership is an important opportunity to 
strengthen the UN System in mainstreaming and integrating indigenous peopies' rights in 
country level programming, and a crucial tool for accelerating progress towards fulfilling the 
rights of indigenous children and women. 

UNICEF is currently building upon its traditional strength in the Latin America and Caribbean 
région to expand that knowledge and expérience to our work in Africa and Asia in particular. 
UNICEF is also developing its first stratégie framework on indigenous children in consultation 
with partners. 

Madame Président, 

UNICEF looks forward to enhancing our support to and collaboration with the Spécial 
Rapporteur and other partners in the area of indigenous children's rights. Thank you. 


