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Joint ..lrctic statenzent: Saarni Council und the Inuit Circur~zpolar C'orflerer~ce 

Item 3 (b) 
Goal 2 of ihe Milleimium De\ slop~nerit Goals ".Achie\ e uni\.ersal primary education" 

The riglît to etiucatioil is a fuilciamental ri& recogniz,ed in la- ious  international 
instruments: such as the lr.~tei.nariorzal C'oi.rnanr or? Econornic, S'ocial and Cuitural 
Rigizrs. TTFe belie\.e that those instrumeilts are applic'able to Indigenous Peoples ,and in 
inan!; cases, also when we are talkine at~out i s s u e  rslated to education and language. 

WC tvelcome LXESCO's response n ithil the frameti ork of it's LJnn srsal Declaration on 
Cultural Di\,ersit> and its Acti011 Plan adopted in 2001. Ainong others. it recognizes 
indigenous cultures as part of the cornmon heritage of humanity and emphasizes the 
protection of indigenous human riglîts and fundamental freedoms as an ethical 
inzpemrri-e. inscpar.nOlcJj.onz ~esyccl~tbi .  izumnn d i g n i ~ '  (Article 4 ,  IWESCO Universal 
Declaration on Cultural Diversity) 

We apprecicite tlîat LYESCO has ra6eii contrete actions and policies relrited to 
recoi~îmsndatioiis from piet ious .;cssioils of- the PF and includes indigenous peoples in its 
policy making ds nieinber of rhe 1 \SC; iLi the Pl- I I  

Mdm. Chairperson: 

Children are the most \duab le  resource in al1 of our societies and repiesml Our future 
leaders. Thereiore it is important to incliide prinîary education and focus on it in the 
MDG. Thzr-e is a need to fornlukite. implement and control a uni\~ersal prirnary education 
policj. and therefore i l  is of  utmost impciriance to ensure indigrnous peoples, including 
indigenous children, are ~.içible in polie)- making ni th  regard to this h'IDG. 



Cui-riculu~n developinent should also be closely associated with local coinrnunities and 
accoinmodate substantial differences in priority arnong the ~rarious regions of the world. 

In conclusion hldm. Chairperson: 

During pre~.ious sessions of the PF i t  mas suggested that an Indigenous Educators Caucus 
(IEC) be established. The purpose of the IEC n a s  to work uith the Permanent Forum and 
to serve as a 1-ehicle to bring to center stage comniunity. naiional and regional initiatii e.; 
of Indigenous Educators. L17e \s ould like to reconfirm our support for this initiative and 
are intzrested in hom-ing the status of the IEC 

The Saanli Council and the Inuit Ctrcumpolar Conference offers the following 
recnmrnendations: 

Recomrnendation 1: 
Prioritrzc rccor?7r?ie~zdatror~s on ecit~carroiî to rhe Permanent k 'orun~ durrng the Jirst three 
sesszoi~s adopted 13~1 tlze ECOSOC alld establz~h a dlrect dzu2ugue wilh UA'ESCO on  
implen~entation, a17d on how tu include t h e r ~  in the MDG 

Recommendation 2: 
The Forum notes rhat nz least Il U:\' agencies und orgunirations currently carrjj out 

prograinmes. a~tii.irics ami proccsses addressir~g issae,r relnted ro the prornotioi~. 

prese~vation und pr-orection qf genetic resozirces. traditio~ral hxowiedge and traditional 

cultural expressions. Still. .rime thesc acti~~ities do m t  iwel the rice~I1ç izizd aspirntiom qf 

nizd cffectrve - - puuticrparron o f  l~zdigeizous ptiuplcs The srrnrnnr J hall u d d  e s  tl7e i3arious 

GR TK and TCES-related acti~it ies heiiig- îii7derrakerz bj  the -stem and seek lu 


