


At the first week when [ presented a joint statement of the caucus I mentioned that, generally, the
country offices of UN bodies and the World Bank are highly inaccessible to indigenous peoples. This
is a common experience of most indigenous peoples. There is a high level of resistance to indigenous
peoples in these offices because those who are here are the ¢lite in the country who are usually the
ones discriminating indigenous peoples, and expatriates who have very limited knowledge on
indigenous peoples. It is an imperative, therefore, that the information about the Permanent Forum and
what the agencies have said and committed in their interventions at the forum be disseminated to the
country offices. Steps for coordinating activities between the various UN offices within a country or a
region should also be taken or further strengthened. On the part of indigenous peoples, it would be
good if they can also strategize on how they can get the UN bodies at the country and regional levels to
be more responsive te them,

4. The Permanent Forum at the next session should have a report or compilation of the various
laws and policies on indigenous peoples of UN member-states.

Constitutional changes and policy reforms directly related to indigenous peoples have come about in
the past 10 or 20 years. It would be worthwhile having a picture of this worldwide so that other
governments can learn from the experiences in other countries and gain lessons from this. While we
know that many existing policies and laws on indigenous peoples are not implemented as they should,
it would still be good if the UN has a record of these for indigenous peoples and for governments.

5. The Permanent Forum should be able to get some UN agencies to coordinate on how they
can work together for the disagpregation of data on indigenous peoples. Then a few
countries in various regions can be identified to be pilot areas where this could be done.

Mr, Chairperson, these are our key recommendations on the future work of the Permanent Forum
and next year it would be good to see some developments on these.

We would like to thank the indigenous peoples who have stayed on for these two weeks to raise
their issues and recommendations. We would also like to thank the governments, especially the
Ambassadors who took time out of their busy schedules to be with us. It is a sign of success of the
Permanent Forum that many governments, UN agencies and specialized bodies have come to
contribute to discussions here. Finally we thank the members of the Permanent Forum and we
congratulate and thank you, Mr, Chairperson, for ably steering this second session. We look
forward to seeing you again at the next session .
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