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1) Conclusions 

The experts at the international Expert Group Meeting on Urban Indigenous Peoples and 
Migration noted that despite increased attention paid by key actors to urbanisation of indigenous 
peoples and related problems and challenges, there is limited knowledge of the migration process 
and the impact of urbanisation on indigenous peoples. 

What we know is that the consequences of urbanisation of indigenous peoples vary greatly 
between adaptation and improvement of living conditions without loss of cultural identity on the 
one side, and discrimination, exclusion and violence on the other. 

The experts highlighted the need for better understanding of the multiple identities of indigenous 
peoples based on their continuing relationship to traditional lands, natural resources and 
environments in rural areas. 

The experts emphasised that indigenous peoples are not to be seen as divided between urban and 
rural, rather they are peoples with rights and a common cultural identity adapting to changing 
circumstances and environments. Based on this better understanding, there is a need for adoption 
of culturally sensitive policies by relevant authorities. 

2) Recommendations to Governments and Local Authorities 

• Ratify ILO Convention No. 169 and guarantee fulfilment and permanent evolution in its 
implementation. 

• Adopt the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
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• Facilitate participation of indigenous peoples in decision-making processes, based on the 
principle of free, prior and informed consent, and providing the necessary resources and 
capacity-building. 

• Realise the rights to development and social well-being, including protection of indigenous 
peoples' inalienable rights to lands and resources; their access to productive resources (credit, 
education, training); and the development of economic policies for equal employment 
opportunities. 

• Ensure adequate funding for delivery of services, i.e. additional funds that are not at the 
expense of rural indigenous peoples. This should be done based on partnership with 
indigenous organisations. 

• Guarantee the right to high quality education, including the right to education in indigenous 
languages, cultures and histories. 

• Recognise indigenous health practices as legal and complementary to other health systems, 
without diminishing indigenous peoples' rights to the national health system. 

• Fight discrimination and inequality through improved cultural awareness and understanding 
between indigenous and non-indigenous peoples in urban areas, including affirmative action. 

• Implement holistic reforms to improve the socio-economic conditions of indigenous women 
and children. 

• Achieve the full and progressive realisation of the right to adequate housing, particularly to 
eliminate homelessness of indigenous peoples through establishment of effective housing 
delivery systems for indigenous peoples and the development of technical capabilities of 
indigenous peoples for housing programme design, delivery and management. 

• Prevent eviction of indigenous peoples from their lands, territories and homes. 
• Ensure access to, control and privacy of indigenous peoples' sacred sites and ceremonial 

grounds. 
• Support indigenous youth in their capacity as future leaders. 

3) Recommendations to International Community including United Nations 

• Adequately address the needs of indigenous peoples in urban areas through: 

o Elaboration of guidelines for governments and local authorities by the co-organising 
agencies of the Expert Group Meeting for the development of relevant public policies; 

o ECLAC to consider encouraging other Regional Commissions to strengthen their focus 
on urban indigenous peoples; 

o Special attention to urban indigenous issues by human rights treaty bodies and special 
procedures; 

o Specific programmes and activities by UN Country Teams, ensuring inclusion of urban 
indigenous issues in national poverty reduction strategies; and 

o The UNPFII to consider having urban indigenous issues as a standing item. 
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4) Recommendations for indigenous peoples and their organisations 

• Explore ways to revitalise and maintain continuity of cultural and spiritual identity and 
language 

5) General Recommendations 

• Universities, research institutions, international organisations, governments and NGOs to 
collect detailed and accurate qualitative and quantitative data on living conditions of 
indigenous peoples in urban areas following the following principles: 
o Rights-based, participatory approach; 
o Disaggregated by sex and by name of specific indigenous group; 
o Comparative according to indigenous / non-indigenous populations 
o Easily available to indigenous peoples 

• Governments and all other stakeholders to make concentrated efforts to mobilise support for 
the follow-up to this Expert Group Meeting. 
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