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Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Dear Colleagues, 
 
It is my great pleasure to address the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at this 
session, regarding the upcoming International Decade of Indigenous Languages (2022-
2032), for which UNESCO was designated lead agency, in collaboration with the UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the Secretariat, and other relevant agencies. 

In that regard, let me start by expressing UNESCO’s sincere appreciation to all Member 
States, indigenous peoples’ organizations and other partners that supported the adoption of 
the UN General Assembly Resolution proclaiming the International Decade.  

This proclamation demonstrates that our efforts carried out during the 2019 International 

Year of Indigenous Languages need to be sustained, and we are most grateful for the 
confidence vested in us once again by the General Assembly to lead the implementation of 
the International Decade. 

While the 2019 International Year helped raise awareness on the importance of indigenous 

languages for sustainable development, peace-building and reconciliation, it also highlighted 
the extreme vulnerability of indigenous languages in the world. The COVID-19 pandemic, 
with its disproportionate impact on indigenous peoples, has further exacerbated existing 
inequalities and risks having a negative impact on the world’s linguistic diversity.  

In this context, UNESCO remains fully committed to promoting linguistic diversity and 
multilingualism, both online and offline, and to developing the capacities of stakeholders to 
protect and promote the world’s languages. Protecting indigenous languages is all the more 
crucial, as they are associated with unique knowledge, heritage and practices, often 
considered as key resources for addressing environmental, socio-economic and other 
challenges of our times.  

I am convinced that the International Decade will provide ample opportunities to scale up our 
work in this regard, and offer entry points for tangible and long-term action among all 
stakeholders. 

UNESCO is committed in its entirety, at all levels and in all its domains of competence, to 

carrying out this important task, and an Intersectoral Task Team has been established 
within our Organization to ensure a transversal approach in the overall preparations for the 
International Decade.  
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For these preparations, UNESCO has also launched several important initiatives: 

1. One of the first steps in preparation for the International Decade has been the 
establishment of the Global Task Force for Making a Decade of Action for 
Indigenous Languages. This Task Force is composed of representatives of national 
governments, indigenous peoples’ organizations, the three-party UN mechanisms, 
namely the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Expert Mechanism for the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples; as well as of UN system entities including UNESCO, UNDESA, and OHCHR. 
The members of the Global Task Force held a first meeting on 22 March this year, 
where they reaffirmed their commitment to prepare and implement activities in the 
framework of the International Decade, as well as to continue encouraging the inclusion 
and participation of indigenous peoples.  

2. Another priority going forward is the preparation of the Global Action Plan of the 

International Decade. Together with the Steering Committee of the 2019 International 
Year, UNESCO has established an Ad-hoc group to obtain inputs from representatives 
of national governments, indigenous peoples’ organizations, civil society organizations, 
and other experts in the field, for the preparation of this Action Plan. UNESCO also 
launched a multilingual online survey, to consult a wide range of stakeholders on the 
preparations of the strategic framework for the Decade. 

3. In addition, UNESCO is organizing regional consultations for the preparation of 
the Global Action Plan. The first regional consultation, for Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia, was held in March 2021, and the next ones are planned  
- in Asia on 10-11 May 2021,  
- in Latin America and the Caribbean on 20-21 May 2021, 

- in North America on 18-19 May 2021, 
- in Africa on 25-26 May 2021, and 
- in the Pacific region on 27-28 May 2021. 

4. In parallel, UNESCO is conducting a feasibility study for the establishment of a 

multi-donor financial mechanism for the International Decade, with a view to 
facilitating the accommodation of requests to support Indigenous Peoples-led 
initiatives, and to creating new incentives for investment in the area of indigenous 
languages. Your support to UNESCO in this important endeavour, by identifying 
relevant donors and partners willing to provide contributions of a financial, human or 
institutional nature, will be crucial.  

5. Finally, a multilingual website for the International Decade is currently being 
developed and will be launched later this year. The website will build on the online 
platform of the 2019 International Year and will facilitate information sharing and 
networking. Importantly, a global community has also been mobilized through the social 
media channels of the International Year, with the support of media organizations from 
different regions, and we will continue to use these channels of communication in the 
framework of the Decade.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Building on the lessons learnt from the 2019 International Year of Indigenous Languages, 

UNESCO calls on your expertise, your support and your continued collaboration so that we 
can “Make a Decade of Action for Indigenous Languages”, together. It is only through our 
collective commitment and our joint efforts that we can achieve long-lasting results in the 
promotion and protection of indigenous languages, in support of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.  

 

Thank you for your attention.  


