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h4adaiii Chair. 

Distiiig~iished meii~bei-s of the Pei-inaneiit Foruiii. 
Fellon~ dclegates and obsei L ei s. 

Ive tliank you al1 for this rare and historic opportuni5 to speak on this agenda item u'ith specific 
reference to the situation in Nigeria 

Cogmzant of the critical role of Nigeria in the inteinational arena n-hich is facilitated by the fàct 
that i l  is the largest black nation on earth and also one of the richest in tenns of oil resources 
\\;hich are largely found in the indigenous tei-ritories of the Niger Delta: we einphatically declare 
that the Permanent Forum and the entire United Nation systeiiis will be doing the world a great 
sen-ice if they can follow up and iiionitor situations in Nigeria and malce interventions when and 
~ r h e r e  necessary. The abundance of resources in Nigeria has not translated into the wellbeing of 
Nigerians rather Nigeria has becoine a doiiiain where nothing seem to work Conuption is 
rampant across the land and the respect for human rights nay rights of Indigenous peoples is 
beiiig blatantly violated. 

We note with sadness that silice Independence: the process of nation building had einphasized 
honloçeneity without loolcing at the heterogeneous nature of the Nigerian society. Now the 
passionate \s.iiids of plui-alisiii and diversity are blowing aci-oss the nation aiid the various 
nationalities are crying for theii- identity and a i.ecoiistructioii of the Nigeria nation state fiom the 
beliemoth that uJas inherited at Independence. h'igeria presently suffers fi0111 the crisis of nation 
state formation and the nationality question. 

It is in recopi t ion of this state of affaii-s that the Federal govei-~iiiient h a ~ e  beeii orgaiiizing a 
Political Refoi-in Conference this year \\hich has excluded the participation of Iiidigenous people5 
and ininoi-it~, Coniiiiunities in the process Siniilarly, civil society groups in the country ha le  put 
in a piocess to organize a parallel conference come this June 

Madaim Chaiiperson, as delegates to this forum and supporters of Indigenous peoples in Nigeria 
~ v h o  are fighting doggedly to establish thzii- identity, \ve \s.ish to seize this oppoi-tunity to reiterate 
to the forum that the struggle and quest for resoui-ce control and the restiucturing of the Nigerian 
Federation d o n g  ethnic and Indigenous lines reiîiain the only ansn~er  to the pi-obleins of 
Indigenous and tribal coinmunities in the country, 'This çtruggle has claimed the lives of inany 
Nigerians ainonçst \?.hich was thç brutal hailging of Ken Sai-o Wiwa and eight othei- Ogoni 
actil-ists in 1995 which led to Xigeria's suspension fi-oin the Commoiiwealth of Nations, 
iiiiposition of sanctions by the Eui-opean Union and coildeiiuiation by the linited Nations. 

14 e therefore iecommetid, hladam C'hdi~yeisoii, that the Permanent Forum as part of its futuic 
M oilc. urge the oiigoing conferences in Nizeria to. 

1 Recognise the iilalienable rights of Indigenous I'eoples and othei- nationalities in Nigeria 
to the contiol and use of thcir o n n  iesources for theii oni l  developinei~t This IS  in 



consonance with the Afi-ican Charter and the International Bi11 of Human Rights for 
which Nigeria is a signatoiy. 

2 That the Nigeria Federation is restructured in such a way that it guarantees and respects 
the special identities and rights of Indigenous Peoples and tribal commuiîities in the 
country. 

3 .  We cal1 on the Peimanent Forum to adopt the theme,"Indigenous Peoples and Self- 
Determination" as the theme for the 2006 Session of the forum. 

Thank you for your patience and for listening. 
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