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UIIFPA Statement on Combating Violence aeainst Indigenous Women and
Girls: article 22 of the United Nations Declaration on the Riehts of Indieenous

Peoples

Mr. Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Forum,
Excellences,
Distinguished delegates,
Indigenous friends,
Ladies and gentlemen,

In responding to the call of the expert group meeting on the theme "Combating
violence against indigenous women and girls" as well as to previous
recommendations of the Permanent Forum, TINFPA would like to highlight
examples of its work to protect indigenous women and girls from the violence they
suffer due to gender, social and ethnic discrimination.

At the global level, UNFPA, is part of an Interagency review led by UNICEF,
aimed to analyse the contex! nature, prevalence, causes and consequences of
violence against indigenous girls, adolescents and youth in Asia, Africa and
Latin America and to distinguish the differences between violence committed
against indigenous populations compared to non-indigenous ones.

This study, of which some highlights have been presented today, seeks to
identiff gaps in knowledge and describe and analyse the preventive and
protective services provided by State and non-state actors to address this
problem. Recommendations in regards to research, policy and programmatic
interventions at all levels will be provided in the final report.

At country level, UNFPA has also been carrying out initiatives in Latin America
and Africa aimed at addressing the issue of gender based violence, particularly
sexual violence and recognizes the need to step up efforts in attending this
problem.

In Africa, in both Rwanda and Tarzania, UNFPA supported women organizations
to address issues ofgender based violence and discrimination. By providing



support to the "Gender Networking Programme" it contributed to the strengthening
of a platform or mechanism through which indigenous women were able to
advocate for their human rights and denounce the many different forms of violence

they experience in their daily lives.

Of particular importance has been the work UNFPA has been supporting in

countries such as Bolivia, Colombia, Guatemala and Mexico. Together with the

Vice Ministry of Justice in Bolivia, UNFPA provided support for the inclusion and

active participation of Indigenous Women in the Traditional Indigenous Justice

System, for creating awareness and addressing violence through existing

indigenous mechanisms and customary law.

In Colombia, UNFPA supported the ONIC in carrying out an assessment of
Violence against Women, in order to address the increased sexual violence
suffered by women, indigenous adolescents and youth in Narifio. A form of
violence that the assessment highlighted is related to the insufficient access to
justice, both ordinary and indigenous, that indigenous women face. Within such

programme, it also carried out efforts aimed at strengthening the "Women and

Family Ofhces" of the AWA peoples of Narifio, and promoted spaces for open

dialogues among AWA women with their communities and local authorities.

Also in Colombia, UNFPA and the MDG Spanish Fund continued supporting the

elimination of FGM among the Ember6. Through a non-coercive and non-
judgmental effort, the promotion of community awareness on the harms of the
practice took place, and through collective decision making, the Embera'Women,
their families, communities and authorities publicly committed to abandon the
practice and support the consolidation of an environment that facilitates and

supports change.

In Guatemala, in collaboration with the Ixmucane Association and CICAM,
UNFPA is supporting efforts to empower indigenous women and youth on legal
frameworks and contribute to address violence against them, including activities to
prevent, detect, and provide care to indigenous women, particularly regarding
sexual violence against indigenous youth. Together with other stakeholders, it is
rolling out an advocacy plan promoting partnerships with civil society
organizations aimed at debating the importance for access to the judicial penal

system and to reparation for indigenous women victims of sexual violence during
as a result of armed conflict.



Mr. Chair, as Mexico is one of the countries with highest numbers of women and
adolescent girls' victims of sex trafhcking, and that this phenomenon is seriously
affecting indigenous women, youth and adolescent girls, UNFPA is providing
technical assistance to the State at national and federal levels, particularly in the
San Luis Potosi indigenous territory and in Puebla, to develop legislation and
policies to address sex trafficking and its physical and psychological consequences.

In closing, and without being exhaustive, UNFPA would like to highlight some
lessons identified at the community level that have proven effective in addressing
violence among indigenous women, youth and girls, that it would like to share
today, as it strongly believes that in the case ofviolence exercised against
indigenous women, youth and adolescent girls, actions need to take place at the
State level but are also imperative within indigenous communities themselves.

Some of these lessons are the following:

o The need to promote participation and systematic processes of reflection for
the empowerment of indigenous women, youth and adolescent girls, and
their organizations,

o The need for respecting agreements between indigenous communities and
institutions in order to ensure increasingly productive dialogues,

. The need to promote full appropriation of these processes through respectful
technical support, empathy and encouragement, and,

. The need to recognize that norms and procedures that sanction gender based
violence and sexual violence are scarce, and that there is a need for
promoting the participation of indigenous women in local, traditional justice
committees, recognizing the important role that they could also play in
supporting the administration ofjustice.

Thank you Mr. Chair.


