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CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 

Mr. President 

UNICEF congratulates Ms. Tauli-Corpuz on her appointment to the position of Special Rapporteur on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We express our gratitude to her for her willingness to develop a 
strong working relationship with UNiCEF in her previous capacity as Chair of the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues, and look forward to our continued collaboration in her new capacity. 

After a thorough review of results achieved and a vigorous discussion on future goals, UNICEF 
developed a new strategic plan for 2014-2017. Equity - the right of every child to have an opportunity 
to survive, develop and reach their full potential without discrimination - is placed at the heart of the 
Strategic Plan and requires UNICEF to focus on the most disadvantaged children, families and 
communities. UNICEF's work on indigenous issues continues to form part of this equity strategy. 

UNICEF has also continued to develop and mainstream its Monitoring Results for Equity System, 
enabling real-time monitoring of bottlenecks and barriers iri our programmatic work. This is helping 
UNICEF and its partners to improve policies and systems and to better target interventions that will 
lead to improved results for the most disadvantaged communities, including indigenous peoples. 

Mr. President, 

Many achievements have been made at local, national, regional and global levels for children's rights 
since the coming into force of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989. On the approaching 
25th anniversary of the Convention, it is however clear that substantial challenges remain to reach the 
most disadvantaged children, including indigenous children. UNICEF looks forward to drive change on 
the most pressing challenges confronting children and in this regard, to working with the Special 
Rapporteur and other UN mechanisms, such as the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, on improving its performance in supporting the rights of indigenous communities and their 
children. 

Finally, I would like to reiterate UNICEF's full support for the upcoming World Conference on 
Indigenous Peoples (set to take place in New York next week). This Conference will be a key moment 
to focus on the urgent changes needed to ensure that policy makers take into account the rights of 
indigenous children. 

Thank you. 


