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More than a road to self-determination and

sovereignty for Indigenous Peoples

People take different 
roads seeking 
fulfillment and 

happiness. Just 
because they’re not on 

your road does not 
mean they are lost.



- Defense of territories

- Equal rights

- Right to autonomy, self-determination 

and sovereignty

Different roads towards sovereignty and self-determination of In digenous 
Peoples…

Mandate of the Permanent Forum

The Permanent Forum was established by the Economic and Social Council to:

• Examine indigenous issues in six (6) areas

•economic and social development

•culture

•environment

•education

•health

•human rights

•Provide specialized advice and formulate recommendations:

•Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

•programs, funds and organizations of the United Nations

•Raise awareness about activities related to indigenous issues

•Promote their integration and coordination within the United Nations system



The Permanent Forum is 1 of 3 mechanisms

•There are three (3) mechanisms on matters involving indigenous peoples
• Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

• Expert Mechanism for Indigenous Peoples

• Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

•a meeting is held once a year for 10 days (2 weeks)

•the first session took place in May 2002

•We are currently participating in the Thirteenth (13th) Session

THE FORUM 
•Consists of 16 independent experts

• they act in a personal capacity

• they serve for a period of three (3) years

• 8 are nominated by governments

• 8 are nominated by indigenous organizations in their respective regions

•It is a governing body of policies

•It is not a mechanism for complaints

The Permanent Forum is 1 of 3 mechanisms



Who participates in the Permanent Forum?

•governments

•the United Nations system

•NGOs (non-governmental organizations) 

•indigenous organizations

•indigenous academics/institutions

All participate as observers

•They may present interventions

•But they cannot vote

The United Nations System has had to implement some special arrangements in 

order to allow for the participation of indigenous organizations.

Observers

During the Forum, indigenous organizations can participate by:

•Presenting oral interventions

•Presenting reports 

(NOTE: this must be done three months ahead of time) 

•Participating in side events

•Lobbying for the inclusion of recommendations

•Contacting delegates of governments and the UN system.

Networking and working through caucuses are recommended.

Participation of indigenous organizations and peoples



When and where do they meet?

•Global Caucus 

Saturday and Sunday before the Forum (12-23 May 2014)

• Caucuses by theme and by region

– Regions: the week before as well as during the Forum

– Women: the Friday before the Forum—there are proposals for this to take place 

on the Sunday before the Forum

– Youth: the Sunday before the Forum

• Function of the caucuses

Meeting to reach an agreement on the collective coordination of indigenous 

peoples during the Permanent Forum session.

Caucus

To present an intervention at the FORUM

•Register on the list of speakers

•3 minutes to speak

•REMEMBER: 

The RECOMMENDATIONS are the most important part of your 

intervention—START THERE!

•To see examples: visit DoCip’s website

•PREPARE before the FORUM

•TONE: use diplomatic language

Interventions



Familiarity with the agenda is FUNDAMENTAL:

The following will be structured based on the agenda:

• the session itself

• the recommendations 

• the final report

It is a good strategy to try to influence it.

The agenda of each session

How to access and read the report  of the Permanent Forum

Welcome to the United Nations. It's your world.

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) - Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
• English
• Français
• Español

• Русский

• ����

• 汉语

• You are here > Indigenous Peoples > UNPFII Sessions > Twelfth

• How to 
Participate

• Frequently 
Asked 
Questions

• Documents
• Contact us
• Side Events
• Other Events / 

Caucuses 
• Media and 

News

You are here > UNPFII Sessions > Twelfth > Documents



Document Symbols:

E/2013/43 means ECOSOC, year 2013,
document 43

A/57/387 means General Assembly, Session 
number 57, document 387

A/HRC/6/15 means General Assembly, Human 
Rights Council, Session number 6, document 15

/L. Limited document

(because they are temporary/drafts) 

/RES/ Adopted Resolutions

Where to find the report

•First page� “Recommendations 
Database”�UNPFII Reports� Twelfth Session of 
UNPFII

•http://undesadspd.org/IndigenousPeoples/Reco
mmendationsDatabase.aspx

Symbols for the 2013 Report

•E/2013/43 (Report)

•E/C.19/2013/25 (Recommendations on the 
World Conference)

How to read the report of the Permanent Forum

How to read the report of the Permanent Forum

Report structure: 4 Chapters 

Index

Chapter I

A. Draft decisions recommended by the Permanent Forum for adoption

by the Council

B. Matters brought to the attention of the Council

Chapter II

Venue, dates and proceedings of the sessions

Chapter III

Adoption of the report of the Forum on its last session

Chapter IV

Organization of the session



How to read the report of the Permanent Forum

During recent sessions recommendations have been added on the 

following items:

•Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous People. 

•Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples.

•Implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples.

How to read the report of the Permanent Forum

Additionally, recommendations have been included as a result of the 

following half-day discussions:

• On urban indigenous peoples and migration (6th session)

• On indigenous languages (7th session) 

• On Africa (5th session) 

• On Asia (6th session) 

• On the Pacific (7th session)

• On the Arctic (8th session)

• On North America (9th session)

• On South and Central America and the Caribbean (10th session)

• On Africa (12th session)

All reports include recommendations under the title:

“Future work of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues”, which has 

to do with issues of work methodology. 



How to read the report of the Permanent Forum

Recommendations may be written as descriptive paragraphs that lay out the 

position of the Forum on a particular subject, such as, for example:

3. The Forum recognizes the unique contributions made by indigenous women within 

their families, communities and nations and at the international level. At the same time, 

the Forum expresses concern about the multiple forms of discrimination experienced 

by indigenous women, based on gender and race/ethnicity, and the complex problems 

stemming from this discrimination. In addition, globalization presents new challenges 

and problems for indigenous women in many parts of the world. Indigenous women’s 

roles have eroded due to the compounding factors of loss of natural resources and 

depletion of the ecosystems, their transformation into cash economies, changes in 

local, social and decision-making structures, and their lack of political status within 

States. (…) (3rd session, para. 3)

How to read the report of the Permanent Forum

Other recommendations are concrete and directed to specific addressees:

The Forum recommends that States, United Nations agencies, bodies and 

funds, other multilateral bodies and financial institutions and other donors 

provide technical and financial support to protect and nurture indigenous 

peoples’ natural resource management, environment-friendly technologies, 

biodiversity and cultural diversity and low-carbon, traditional livelihoods 

(pastoralism; rotational or swidden agriculture; hunting and gathering and 

trapping; marine and coastal livelihoods; high mountain agriculture; etc.) 

(7th session, para. 19) 



How to read the report of the Permanent Forum

Other types of recommendations

Recommendations arise from international seminars of experts on issues that are 

concrete and particularly complex.

• the Forum endorses the recommendations 

• the Forum adopts recommendations

This also happens with the outcome of other seminars organized by the UN 

system.

Endorsement for reports

The Permanent Forum endorses the conclusions and recommendations contained in the report on the expert 

seminar on indigenous peoples’ permanent sovereignty over natural resources and their relationship to 

land. The Permanent Forum endorses the two studies by the Special Rapporteur on the situation of 

human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples, Erica-Irene A. Daes, on indigenous 

peoples and their relationship to land and on indigenous peoples’ permanent sovereignty over natural 

resources and recommends that those studies be widely disseminated. 

(6th session, para. 10)

How to read the report of the Permanent Forum

To date the Permanent Forum has organized the following expert group 

meetings:

•Data collection and disaggregation. 2004

•Free, prior and informed consent. 2005

•Millennium Development Goals, indigenous participation and good governance. 

2006

•The Convention on Biological Diversity’s international regime on access and 

benefit-sharing and indigenous peoples’ rights. 2007

•Indigenous languages. 2008

•Implementation of article 42 of UNDRIP. 2009

•Development with identity. 2010

•Forests. 2011

•Violence. 2012

•Youth and identity. 2013



Follow-up to the recommendations:

Information on the status of implementation:

• The reports of the Secretariat of the Forum presented during each session.

• Database on the recommendations: 

Reports of the contributions of the UN system presented during each session. 

• Reports of the Inter-Agency Support Group on Indigenous Issues.

• Written communications sent to the Forum by governments.

• Studies on the implementation status of recommendations, such as:

• Analysis and implementation of the recommendations of the United

Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in its first three sessions. 

(E/C.19/2006/9)

• Analysis and follow-up to the recommendations on indigenous women of 

the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in its five 

sessions. (E/C.19/2007/CRP.4)

Relevant recommendations for various sessions

EXAMPLES of recommendations relevant for Indigenous Women, 7th session:

Taking note

The Permanent Forum takes note of the recent declaration of the 

International Indigenous Women’s Forum, at its session held in Lima from 13 

to 16 April 2008, and recommends that United Nations agencies, donors and 

States show their support and cooperation for the next session of the 

International Indigenous Women’s Forum, to be held in Colombia in 2011.

(7th session, para. 105) 



Relevant recommendations

The Forum adopts reports/reiterates recommendations

17. The Permanent Forum endorses the report and recommendations of 

the International Expert Group Meeting on Indigenous Peoples and 

Forests (see E/C.19/2011/5) and reiterates the two recommendations 

(paras. 18 and 20) set out below.

Studies

29. The Permanent Forum decides to appoint Kanyinke Sena, Mirna

Cunningham and Bertie Xavier, members of the Permanent Forum, to

conduct a study on indigenous peoples’ rights and safeguards in projects 

related to reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation 

(REDD+) and to report back to the Permanent Forum at its twelfth session, 

in 2013.

Recommendations reiterate earlier recommendations

Reiterating

55. The Permanent Forum reiterates the recommendation, contained in paragraph 

17 of the report on its second session (E/2003/43-E/C.19/2003/22), related to the 

sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. The Permanent Forum 

invites OHCHR, in particular the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child 

prostitution and child pornography, to report on the situation of indigenous 

children to the Forum at its eleventh session.



Recommendations addressed to agencies

Agencies

67. The Permanent Forum recommends that UNICEF allocate at least

one fellowship to an indigenous young person from each region every 

year for a term of at least three months, to empower indigenous youth 

and promote knowledge and experience regarding the United Nations 

system and the work of the Fund, and including financial support.

Recommendations addressed to the States

82. The Permanent Forum urges States to recognize and protect 

indigenous peoples’ cultural right to water and, through legislation 

and policy, to support the right of indigenous peoples to hunt and 

gather food resources from waters used for cultural, economic and 

commercial purposes.



DoCip offers technical support

– Computers

– Translations and interpretations

– Copies/fax

– Compilation of data/interventions

DoCip

• Check whether a previous report dealt with your matter, region or 

country

• Prepare an intervention no longer than 3 minutes

• Rehearse reading it before the presentation

• Be sure that reading it does not exceed your time allotment

• Time yourself

• When the chairperson calls your name

• raise your hand

• your microphone will be activated (red light)

Considerations for intervening



• Participation is strongly recommended 

• Learn from the experience of other delegates:

– “Policy”

– Diplomacy

– How to navigate the protocols and processes

– Learn about the “art” of writing interventions

– Increase your knowledge on matters within your region, etc.

– Ensure support for matters involving your community

– Also--remember to enjoy yourself!

Participation in caucuses

Side Events

• Workshops

• Panel discussions

• Cultural presentations

• During lunch hour and in the afternoon

• Review the list (Secretariat of the Forum)



• The Rapporteur participates on various days during the Forum

• It is possible to arrange a meeting with the Rapporteur, but 

before the Permanent Forum

• Prepare information to provide to the Rapporteur on violations 

of human rights against indigenous peoples

• Avoid a speech on the “last 500 years”

Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

?

Questions

Rosalee.Gonzalez@gmail.com


