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Conservation International's (Cl's) mission is 

to 

conserve the Earthls living heritage, Our 
global biodiversity, and to demonstrate that human societies are able to live 
harmoniously with nature. CI believes that conservation should protect biodiversity, 
benefit people and maintain ecologicai processes, such as ecosystem services that are 
fundamental for sustainable livelihoods and economic development. CI strives to 
develop and support conservation actions that are strategic, transparent, and 
economically and environmentally sustainable. CI believes that the Earth's natural 
heritage must be maintained if future generations are to thrive spiritually, culturally, and 
economically. 

Under this principle, CI supports and engages partners and programs in areas of high 
biological diversity that are under high threat, known as uhotspots". Biodiversity 
conservation is important for the evolution and maintenance of sustainable livelihoods' 
and human development. Its loss not only affects global biodiversity but also the quality 
of life for the people that depend on it. 

Hotspots encompass almost one third of the world's population. Many of these areas 
also coincide geographically with the areas and territories of indigenous and traditional 
peoples. lndigenous and traditional peoples rely on healthy ecosystems for food, 
clothing, fuel and medicine. The economies, identities, cultural and spiritual values, 
traditional knowledge, as well as the forms of social organization of indigenous and 
traditional peoples are directly aligned with the maintenance of biodiversity and the 
ecosystems where they live. Many of these resources also have unique and important 
meanings for indigenous and traditional cultures. Supporting and working with 
indigenous and traditional peoples in the protection of their lands and resources 
contributes to the improvement of their quality of 

life 

and conserves cultural patrimony 
and their unique cultures for future generations. 

lndigenous and traditional peoples are diverse and distinct from western society; 
however, often their lands and territories are not recognized by national governments. 
Furthermore, many of the root causes of poverty among indigenous and traditional 
peoples differ significantly from other marginalized sectors. This poverty is often directly 
related to the loss of their lands, lack of access to traditional sources of water and 
natural resources, discrimination and marginalization, the disintegration of their 
traditional economies, and the loss of traditional knowledge. 

l h~:llwwodiv.or~lconsention/articles.asp " Prearnble to the Convention on Biodiversity" 



Under the framework of the Millennium Development Goals, Conservation International 
recognizes that there is an opportunity to work and develop a common agenda with 
indigenous and traditional peoples to achieve those objectives related to biodiversity 
conservation, the recognition of indigenous rights, and the enhancement of indigenous 
and traditional peoples' well-being. Based on Our principles " lndigenous Peoples and 
Conservation International: Principles for Partnerships," CI is committed to working 
jointly with indigenous and traditional people to conserve biodiversity and support 
sustainable livelihood objectives and strategies through capacity building within CI as 
well as through partnerships with indigenous and traditional peoples. 

Through Cl's lndigenous and Traditional Peoples Initiative, CI is establishing alliances 
with indigenous and traditional peoples residing in hotspots and wilderness areas to 
allow for better understanding of indigenous and traditional peoples perspectives related 
to biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. To achieve these objectives, 
CI works with indigenous and traditional leaders, indigenous and traditional 
organizations, and partners like the Equator Initiative, and brings together partners, 
such as UNDP, national governments, conservation NGOs, the private sector and local 
communities. 

CI recognizes that there is still more work to be done to ensure that common agendas 
are developed and that conservation activities support the needs and aspirations of 
indigenous and traditional people, particularly in those places where their territories 
coincide with hotspots, wilderness areas and critical marine areas. CI would like to 
further develop its working relationship with indigenous and traditional peoples, and has 
initiated a process of open dialogue between decision-makers, conservationists, and 
indigenous and traditional representatives. Our hope it that this dialogue will help guide 
Our actions and allow us to construct common agendas. We believe that the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on lndigenous Peoples has a fundamental role in supporting 
the construction of this common agenda and should guide conservation groups in their 
work with indigenous and traditional peoples. 

Therefore CI recommends the following actions: 

1. That the Permanent Forum advise conservation organizations on the 
development and improvement of working relationships with indigenous and 
traditional peoples, based on respect and recognition of the rights of 
indigenous and traditional peoples. 

2. That the Permanent Forum, through the Secretariat, promote dialogue and 
collaboration between national governments, indigenous and traditional 
peoples, and consenration organizations in order to implement the 
Convention on Biological Diversity's Protected Areas Program of Work in 
accordance with the VI1 Conference of the Parties. 

3, That the Permanent Forum, through the Secretariat, develop a system of 
information sharing between consenration organizations and indigenous and 
traditional peoples that allows for transfer of scientific and technical 
information and training from these conservation organizations. 



Declaracion de Conservacion lnternacional en el Foro Permanente para las 
Cuestiones Indigenas 

Cuarto periodo de sesiones 
Nueva York, 16 - 27 de Mayo de 2005 

Tema especial: Los objetivos de desarrollo del Milenio y los Pueblos Indigenas 

La mision de Conservacion lnternacional (Cl) es la de conservar la herencia viviente de la Tierra, nuestra 

diversidad biologica global y dernostrar que las sociedades humanas pueden vivir en armonia con la 

naturaleza. CI Cree que la conservacibn debe proteger la biodiversidad, beneficiar a la gente y mantener 

los procesos ecologicos, asi como los servicios de los ecosistemas que son fundamentales para la 

sostenibilidad y el desarrollo economico. Nos esforzamos por desarrollar y mantener acciones de 

conservacion que son estratégicas, transparentes y economicas y ambientalmente sostenibles. Creemos 

que la herencia natural de la tierra debe mantenerse para que las futuras generaciones prosperen 

espiritual, cultural y econdmicamente. 

Bajo este principio CI apoya a socios y programas en areas de alta diversidad biologica y alto nivel de 

amenaza, conocidas como "hotspots" y "areas silvestres". 

La conservacibn de la biodiversidad es importante para la evolucion y para el mantenimiento de los 

sisternas necesarios para la vida' y el desarrollo hurnano. Su pérdida no solo afecta la diversidad 

biologica global sino también la calidad de vida de los pueblos que dependen de ellos. 

En los Hotspots vive casi un tercio de la poblacidn del planeta. Muchas de estas regiones coinciden 

geograficamente con areas donde habitan los pueblos indigenas. Estos pueblos necesitan contar con 

ecosistemas saludables, para su alimentacion, vestimenta, generacion de combustible y medicina Las 

economias, identidades, valores culturales y espirituales, conocimientos tradicionales asi como las 

formas de organizacibn social de los pueblos indigenas, estan estrechamente ligados al mantenimiento 

de la diversidad biolbgica y los ecosistemas en donde viven. Muchos de 

los 

recursos tienen un 

significado unico y relevante para las culturas indigenas. Apoyar a pueblos indigenas en proteger sus 

tierras y recursos, contribuye a mejorar las condiciones de vida de los pueblos, y conservar el patrimonio 

natural y cultural para generaciones futuras., 

Los pueblos indlgenas y comunidades tradicionales son diversos y diferentes a la sociedad occidental 

dominante, con frecuencia sus tierras y territorios no son reconocidos por los gobiernos nacionales. 

Muchas de las causas de su pobreza difieren de manera significativa con la de otros sectores marginales 

y a menudo estan relacionadas a La pérdida de sus tierraqaguas ancestrales y sus recursos naturales, la 

desintegracidn de sus economias tradicionales, perdida de sus conocimientos tradicionales y a fa 

discriminacibn y marginalizacibn debido a su lenguaje y sus organizaciones culturales y sociales. 

' http://www.biodiv.org/conventionlarticles.asu "Preambulo del Convenio sobre la diversidad Biologica" 



En el marco de la implementacion de las Metas del Milenio, Conservacibn lnternacional reconoce la 

oportunidad de trabajar y construir agendas comunes con pueblos indigenas para lograr resultados en 

reiacion con la conservacion de la biodiversidad, el reconocimiento de los derechos de los pueblos 

indlgenas y el mejoramiento de las condiciones de vida. Basado en nuestra politica "Pueblos Indigenas y 

Conservacion lnternacional Principios para la Alianza", CI se ha comprometido a fortalecer las diferentes 

capacidades, trabajar de manera conjunta para apoyar la conservacibn de la diversidad biologica y 

generar medios de vida sostenibles con pueblos indigenas y tradicionales. 

A través de la "lniciativa Indigena y Comunidades Tradicionales", estamos estableciendo alianzas con el 

fin de cumplir nuestra mision, Cl trabaja a nivel global, regional, nacional y local con lideres indigenas, 

organizaciones indigenas e instancias como la lniciativa Ecuatorial como socios junto al PNUD, 

gobiernos, ONGs de conservacibn, el sector privado y las comunidades locales. 

CI reconoce que todavia hay un largo camino que recorrer para construir agendas comunes y asegurar 

que las actividades de conservacion apoyan las necesidades y aspiraciones de los pueblos indigenas, 

particularmente en los lugares donde sus territorios coinciden con Hotspots y areas silvestres. CI esta 

abierta a mejorar su forma de trabajo con pueblos indigenas y ha empezado un proceso de dialogo 

abierto entre tomadores de decision, conservacionistas y representantes de pueblos indigenas que guien 

nuestro accionar y permitan construir agendas comunes. Creemos que el Foro Permanente de 

Cuestiones Indigenas tiene un rol fundamental en apoyar la construcci6n de esta agenda comun y en 

guiar a los grupos de conservacibn en su forma de trabajo con pueblos indigenas. 

Por Io tanto recomendamos Io siguiente: 

1. Que el Foro Permanente asesore a las organizaciones de conservacion a mejorar su trabajo, 

basados en 

el 

respeto y reconocimiento de los derechos de los Pueblos Indigenas. 

2. Que el Foro Permanente, mediante su Secretaria propicie dialogos y trabajos colaborativos entre 

gobiernos, pueblos indigenas y organizaciones de conservacion para el cumplimiento del 

programa de trabajo sobre Areas protegidas acordado en la VI1 Conferencia de las partes. 

3. Que el Foro Permanente solicite a la Secretaria que realice enlaces bajos su sistema de 

informacion con las organizaciones de conservaci6n, con el fin de que los pueblos indigenas 

puedan acceder a la informacion de dichas organizaciones. 


