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Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Asthisisthefirsttimethelnternational|ndianTreatycouncilhastakentheflooratthissession,we
beginbyexpressingourWarmcongratulationsandfullsupporttochiefWiltonLittlechildandMs.Jannie
LasimbangfortheirelectionasChairandVicechairofthissession.Welookforwardtoworkingwith

them and with all participants very constructively during the coming week'

Regarding our discussion ofthis very important agenda item, there are two equally important elements

which will be instrumental in determining the success of the outcomes of the World Conference from

the perspectives of lndigenous Peoples' These are 1)the process and modalities of its development'

planningandimplementationwhichmustincludebynecessity,thefullformalandeffectiveparticipation

of tndigenous Peoples; and 2) the content and agenda of the Conference itself' with a focus on

commitments for action to ensure that the rights of lndigenous Peoples, including those affirmed in the

UN Declaration on the Rights of lndigenous Peoples, are upheld' protected and implemented on all

levels.

TheWorldConferenceandtheplanningprocessthatisalreadyunderwayisawatershedprocessinthe
longtrajectoryofWorkbylndigenousPeoplesattheUnitedNationswhichwilldeterminethetruedepth
orpoiticatwittbystatesandtheUNsystemtoimplementtheUNDeclarationontheRightsof
lndigenous Peoples as the minimum standard they have agreed to uphold'

The lnternational lndian Treaty council expresses our great appreciation to the members of the 4th

session ofthe EMRIp for their very important proposal number five (5) in last year's report to the united

Nations Human Rights Council's 18th session which:

(o) Refers to the need for on inctusive ond principled approoch to.ensure the Jull participotion of
'i'iilriri pio/pn, in'the wortd conference on tndigenous peoptes ot o stages,-from planning and
'pjr""irotioi, 

ti*ugh to the conference itself and aiy foltow-up. Furthermore, the principle of full,

joriroiiqrot ona ;ffective porticipation byindigenois peoples shoutd be applied to allfuture world

"oifriunr", 

o, tne"basis of the rights affiimed in the Declarotion on the Rights of tndigenous Peoples;

This proposal, together with the strong recommendations by the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous

tssues lOrh and 1].th seSsiOns, was instrumental in the level of engagement lndigenous Peoples have

achievedinthisprocesstodate.Notably,thehistoricstepbythePresidentofGeneralAssemb|yto
appointJohnHenriksen,SamiParliamentrepresentative,asthelndigenousco-faciIitatorproposedby
lndigenous Peoples to work.jointly with Ambassador Luis de Alba of Mexico' is a very significant and

groundbreaking advance in this regard'



We reiterate our previous recommendations to the EMRIP and the Permanent Forum that, an

lndigenous co-President should be selected to serve at the Conference, and that the Conference should

ta ke place overJhree days rather than two due to the scope and importance of the issues to be

addressed. )rXt**f
Regarding content, we would like to reiterate the call expressed previously by lndigenous Peoples to

include and incorporate key Declarations and Reports by lndigenous Peoples as themes to be included

in the agenda and programme of work for the World Conference. ln this rega rd, we specifically

highlight and express our support for two specific proposals:

1) The Rio + 20 lndigenous Peoples' lnternational Declaration on Sustainable Development

and Self-Determination was adopted on June 19'h 2012 by consensus of over seventy lndigenous Nations,

Organizations, and Federations from all regions as well as lndigenous experts from the UN Permanent Forum,

EMRIp and the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. lt included the commitment of

lndigenous Peoples to "define and implement our own priorities for economic, social and cultural

development and environmental protection, based on our traditional cultures, knowledge and practices, and

the implementation of our inherent right to Self-determination". lt makes the specific proposal "that

lndigenous Peoples vision and practice of Sustainable Development be a focus of discussion at the World

Conference on lndigenous Peoples."

2) A2nd recommendation which will be presentedtothe 3'd UN Seminar on Treaties Agreement and

Other Constructive Arrangements, reiterating similar proposals made to the brainstorming session on

the World Conference in Copenhagen in January 2012 and the 11th session of the Permanent Forum is

"Thot the recommendotions ofthe ld Seminor, including o process to establish a competent

internotional body to address violations ond disputes pertaining to Treaties, Agreements ond

Other Constructive Arrangements, be presented to the LIN World Conference on lndigenous

Peoples in 2074 for assessment dnd further discussion regdrding implementation."

We thank you for your kind attention to our proposals and request that these recommendations be

reflected in the EMRIP's report from this session. Thankyou, cheoque Utesia.


