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Vietn a m  h a s  clai m e d  that  it h a s  a c hi e v e d  th e  MDGs a n d  y et  o ur  p e o p l e  c o n ti n u e  to  live  in  
p o v e rty,  m a n y  ar e  lo si n g  w h a t  is  left  of  th eir  a n c e s t r a l  h o m e s  b e c a u s e  of  th e  curr e n t  
e c o n o m i c  re c e s s i o n  w hi c h  h a s  m e a n t  that  th e y  ar e  un a b l e  to  s e ll  th eir  cr o p s .  

Very  fe w  Khm er- Krom  p e o p l e  kn o w  a b o u t  th e  exi st e n c e  of  th e  MDGs in  Vietn a m .  Thu s  w e  
ar e  v ery  c o n c e r n e d  that  th e  MDGs will  n ot  b e  m e t  if Vietn a m  c o n ti n u e s  to  d e n y  th e  exi st e n c e  
of  th e  Khm er  Krom  p e o p l e  a s  th e  indi g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  of  th e  Meko n g  Delta.  

We  ar e  e n c o u r a g e d  that  Vietn a m  h a s  su p p o rt e d  th e  a d o p ti o n  of  th e  United  Natio n s  
Decl ar ati o n  o n  th e  Rights  of  Indig e n o u s  p e o p l e s .   We  b eli e v e  it is  tim e  that  w e  m o v e  for w a r d  
a n d  start  th e  pro c e s s  of  re c o g n i s i n g  th e  indig e n o u s  p e o p l e s  of  th e  Meko n g  Delta.

We  w o u l d  lik e  to  su g g e s t  th e  follo wi n g  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

• Ask  that  Vietn a m  d e v e l o p  a  Natio n a l  pla n  of  Actio n  for  th e  Sec o n d  Intern ati o n a l  
Dec a d e  in  c oll a b o r a ti o n  with  th e  indi g e n o u s  Khm er  Krom  p e o p l e  a n d  th e  Khm er s  
Kampu c h e a - Krom  Fe d e r a ti o n .  We  pr o p o s e  a n  initial  m e e t i n g  durin g  this  8 th  s e s s i o n  
m a k i n g  it truly  hist o ri c  a n d  al s o  an  h o n e s t  a n d  g e n u i n e  s hift  for  s oli d a rity  an d  s o c i a l  
justic e  in  Vietn a m  that  c o ul d  s e r v e  a s  a  m o d e l  for  th e  ASEAN re gi o n

• Ask  that  Vietn a m  inc o r p o r a t e  a  le g a l  fra m e w o r k  for  th e  re c o g n i ti o n  of  Khm er- Krom  a s  
th e  Indig e n o u s  Pe o pl e s  into  th e  Natio n al  Plan  of  Actio n.  

• Ensur e  that  th e  Natio n al  Plan  of  Actio n  a d d r e s s e s  th e  curr e n t  c o nflict s  that  exit  
b et w e e n  Vietn a m  a n d  Khm er- Krom  thr o u g h  tra diti o n a l  a n d  m o d e r n  c o nfli ct  re s o l uti o n  
m e c h a n i s m s .  

• Requ e s t  th e  h el p  of  th e  Per m a n e n t  Foru m  to  s e t  up  a  par all el  s e s s i o n  in  w hi c h  
Vietn a m  a n d  KKF c a n  h a v e  a  dial o g u e  to  sp e a k  a b o u t  Khm er- Krom  iss u e s  an d  h o w  
w e  c a n  w o r k  to g e t h e r  to  re s o l v e  th e m .  

• Se e k  th e  h el p  of  UN sp e c i a liz e d  a g e n c i e s  that  ar e  curr e n tly  w o r ki n g  in  Vietn a m  su c h  
a s  CEDAW a n d  UNESCO h el p  m o n it o r  th e  curr e n t  pro g r a m s  cr e a t e d  by  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  to  e n s u r e  that  it is  cultur ally  ap pr o p ri at e  for  th e  Khm er  Krom  p e o p l e .  For  
ex a m p l e ,  inst e a d  of  cr e a ti n g  m o r e  s c h o o l s ,  w e  pr o p o s e  that  UNESCO us e s  th e  
exi stin g  e d u c a ti o n a l  instituti o n  that  exi st s  in  Khm er  Krom  te m p l e s  an d  off er  bilin g u a l  
cla s s e s  s o  that  Khm er  Krom  c hildr e n  c a n  k e e p  th eir  id e ntity.  



• Ask  that  Vietn a m  w o r k  in  c o ll a b o r a ti o n  with  o ur  indi g e n o u s  or g a n i z a ti o n  an d  UN 
sp e c i a liz e d  a g e n c i e s  su c h  a s  UNESCO an d  CEDAW to  cr e a t e  a  s e ri e s  of  w o r k s h o p s  
to  e d u c a t e  a b o u t  th eir  b a s i c  rig ht s  an d  fund a m e n t a l  fre e d o m s  inclu di n g  w o m e n ’ s  
right s.

• Ask  that  CEDAW h el p  cr e a t e  a n  indi g e n o u s  Khmer  Krom  w o m e n  c e n t e r  in  th e  
re gi o n a l  ar e a s  of  th e  Meko n g  Delta  s o  that  th e y  c a n  a c c e s s  to  su p p o rt  in  h e a lt h  c ar e ,  
e d u c a ti o n  an d  e m p l o y m e n t .

In tru e  Partn e r s h i p  for  a cti o n  an d  dig nity,  w e  re affir m  that  th e  MDGs will  o nly  b e  su c c e s s f u l  
in  this  s e c o n d  d e c a d e  w h e n  unr e c o g n i s e d  p e o p l e s  su c h  a s  o ur  Khm er  Krom  ar e  inclu d e d  in  
all  d e c i si o n  m a k i n g  pr o c e s s e s  that  affe ct  th e m .

For  six  y e a r s ,  w e  h a v e  a s k e d  Vietn a m  to  w o r k  with  us  a n d  c o n s u lt  o ur  Khm er  Krom  p e o p l e  
b a c k  h o m e .  Let us  st a y  tru e  to  th e  g o a l  of  th e  Se c o n d  Intern a ti o n a l  Dec a d e  of  th e  World’s  
Indig e n o u s  Pe o pl e s  a n d  w o r k  to g e t h e r  in  a  g e n u i n e  partn e r s h i p  s o  that  th e  Khm er  Krom  
p e o p l e  c a n  fully e nj o y  th eir  b a s i c  rig ht s  with o u t  fe ar  or  dis c ri mi n a ti o n .


