Eighth Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
The Khmers Kampuchea-Krom Federation
Speaker: Maily Kim

Item 3(c): Second International Decade of the Worlds Indigenous Peoples
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Vietnam FKas claimed that it Kas ackieved the mg‘aanfyet our people continue to five in
poverty, many are fo.sz'nj what is féfi of their ancestral Komes because oft/fe current

economic recession whick Fas meant that t/:ey are unable to sell their crops.

%ryﬁw ﬁﬁmewﬁ;om Jaeof/e knew about the existence oft/f'e mg‘erin ‘%etnam. Thus we
are very concerned that the jlzz’ﬁg'swi/fnot be met z'f‘%etnam continues to deny the existence
oftﬁe {jfmer (;om Joeof/e as the intﬁ:jenous Joeof/eo‘ oftfe ﬁ:fonj eﬁefta.

We are encourajeJ that Pletnam FKas supported the adoption cft/;e United W;tionJ
eﬁec/aratz'on on the &/ft& ofg;u[z:jvenous JaeoJa/eJ‘. We believe itis time that we move ﬁrwarlf
and start the Jprecess ofreCOJniJinj the int[zlyenoua Jaeof/ea‘ oftfe :ﬂZZEonj ;ﬁe/ta.

We would fike to suggest the ﬁffowinj recommendations:

* bk that Vietnam develop a National plan of Hction for the Second International
Decade in collaboration with the indigencus Kiimer Room people and the Kfmers
Roampuchea- Krom Federation. We propose an initial meeting during this 8 session
making it truly kistoric and also an Komest and genuine shkift for sofidarity and social

jthice in Pietnam that could serve as a model ﬁr the mmecyion

b %"Etﬁﬂt %etﬂam z'ncorjoorate a feya[ﬁamework‘ f‘or the recoynz’tz’on of{_ﬁ'mer—{_ﬂvm as
the ﬂ;tzli;yenoua :ﬁaoffe.f into the %tz’onaf gj}an of%tion.

L Fnsure that the %tiona[ gffan ofz;%ction addresses the current conffictJ that exit
between %etnam and @mer—{;@m t[rouj[ traditional and modern conffz’ct resofution

meckanisms.

b &7uest the Fe{fa of the fermanent ?orum to set up aJ:araffe/ session in which
Pietnam and man kave a zﬁ'afejue to A‘Jaeak~ about Kﬁmer—{ﬂm issues and how

we can w'or£ t(vjet/rer to resofve them.

¢ eek the /ﬁe{/a of W;feciafizetf agencies that are current{y Work‘z'nj in Pletnam suck
as Wanzf ﬂmmfe@ monitor the current programs created 5:}/ the
government to ensure that it is cu/turaf{}/ appropriate ﬁr the Kﬁmer (Jvm Jaeo]afe. For
eacamJafe, instead ofcreatinj more schools, we propose that mmuaes the
existing educational institution that exists in {ﬁmer {nm tem]a/eo" and offer ﬁifz'njuaf
classes so that {jfmer Kﬂm ckildren can (eeJa their z't[entz'ty.



° Ak that Pletnam work in colfaboration with our indigencus organization and W
ercia/izef agencies suck as mmanz[ Cfﬁ(mo create a series ofw«vrfw/fof&
to educate about their hasic rz'j/;tef anffunfamenta/ﬁeefom& z'nc/ut[z'nj women s

rzjﬁ%&.

¢ ;szdt/fat Cmﬁe{f create an z'nz[z:yenous {ﬁmer {]om women center in the
rejz'ona/ areas oft/fe j[ZZ/(‘onj :ﬁe/ta so that tfey can access to support in kealth care,

education and emffoym ent.

In true fartnera/;if for action and tﬁjnity, we reaffirm that the mig‘a"wi/fon{y be successful
in this second decade when unreco.jnz'ere([ feojo/e& such as our {ﬁmer {;om are included in
aff decision ma,@'nj processes that affect them.

For six years, we Fave asked Vietnam to work with ws and consult our {ﬁmer {ﬁm Jaeoffe

5ac£ fome. Iet us Jta}/ true to the joaf of the q;econz[ %ternatz’ona[ ﬁecat[e oft/;'e Mrﬁ[’&

Indigenous giee Jes and work tegether in a genuine partnership so that the Kﬁ‘mer {Jom
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Joeof/e can fu/{y enjo'}/ their basic rzj/ft& without féar or discrimination.



