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Establ ished in 1969, the Union of Brit ish Columbia Indian Chie fs (UBCIC) represents 
approx imate ly one-th i rd of the Indigenous communi t ies in British Co lumb ia , and is a non ­
governmenta l organizat ion in consul tat ive status with the Economic and Social Counci l 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 

W e hope the Uni ted Nat ions will suppor t us in our efforts to highlight that the death of Frank Paul 
is but one examp le of a documen ted history of sys temic abuse of and discr iminat ion against 
Indigenous peop le on behal f of Canada 's law enforcement agenc ies. To these ends the UBCIC 
makes the fo l lowing recommendat ions : 

1) That the Uni ted Nat ions support the UBCIC, and other Ind igenous organizat ions in 
Canada in our call for a publ ic inquiry into the death of Frank Paul in order to assist in the 
provis ion of recommendat ions on future law enforcement policies and pract ices involving 
Ind igenous people in Canada . 

2) That the Uni ted Nat ions support the Native W o m e n ' s Associat ion of Canada in their 
efforts to provide research and educat ion related to v io lence against Ind igenous w o m e n 
in Canada . 

Background 

O n December 6, 1998, the body of Frank Joseph Paul, an Indigenous man , was d iscovered in an 
al ley in down town Vancouver , C a n a d a — h e had died f rom hypothermia attr ibuted to acute alcohol 
intoxication and his ra in-soaked c loth ing. 

Immediate ly prior to his death , Paul had been arrested—intox icated and rain-soaked—-and taken 
into police custody. Paul could not talk, walk, sit up or stand and had to be carr ied into the vehic le 
that wou ld take him to ja i l . 

Survei l lance v ideo shows pol ice dragging Paul f rom the pol ice wagon into the jai l elevator. The 
Sergeant de termined that Frank Paul w a s not intoxicated and told the wagon driver to "breach Mr. 
Paul out of the area". Survei l lance v ideo shows the driver and another officer dragging a still rain-
soaked , mot ion less Frank Paul to the pol ice wagon . Mr. Paul was d u m p e d in an al ley, where his 
l i feless body w a s found at 2:41 a m . 

Similarly, four deaths of Ind igenous men over the last 13 years have been reported in 
Saska tchewan . These men were found frozen to death, often without shoes or jackets , in remote 
areas in or a round Saska toon after reportedly being taken into police custody. It is important to 
note that the pol ice pract ice of remov ing individuals f rom a locat ion within the city to remote areas 
outs ide the ci ty is referred to in Saska tchewan as "starl ight tours". A similar pract ice in British 
Columbia , as in Paul 's case, is re fer red to as "breaching outs ide the area". 

These incidents, a long with those highl ighted by the Native W o m e n ' s Associat ion of Canada, 
provide compel l ing ev idence of sys temic d isregard for the human rights of Indigenous people on 
behal f of Canada 's law en fo rcement agencies. 


