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Mr. President and Distinguished Delegations, 

While we realize that this forum is not structured for debate, we believe we must respond, 
for the sake of clarity and balance in the record of this session, to a statement made this 
morning by the distinguished delegation of the government of New Zealand. 

We welcome the underscoring of the United Nations Draft Declaration for the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples as the formative effort by the United Nations to recognize, advance, 
defend and promote the human rights of Indigenous Peoples. But we respectfully differ 
sharply with the statement by New Zealand regarding the reason for the lamentable lack 
of progress towards its adoption, in particular at the last session of the Intersessional 
Working Group. 

The organizations presenting this joint statement all participated in this and other sessions 
of the Working Group, and we took note that New Zealand's statement attributed the lack 
of progress at the last session in September 2003 to *a handful who argue for no 
changes'. 

In fact, at that session several articles were close to adoption by most states and 
Indigenous delegations with no changes, as they appear in the original text. 

We wish to present, once again for the sake of balance in the record of this session, our 
view that the lack of progress should be attributed to the insistence of a handful of states 
to continue submitting proposals for text changes that are blatantly discriminatory and 
specifically seek to limit the rights of Indigenous Peoples as compared to other Peoples 
so drastically that they threaten to undermine the original intent of the entire document, 
and can not be considered or debated in good faith in a process of international standard 
setting. This resulted during the last session of the Working Group in a complete 
standstill and a breakdown of the process. 

We sincerely hope and pray for the sake of our future generations that these members 
states, to once again quote the government of New Zealand 'will reflect very carefully on 
their position before the Working Group's next meeting' and will come to the table 
prepared to work on the basis of full equality and equal recognition for the rights of ALL 
Peoples, including Indigenous Peoples. Then and only then will we begin to make real 
progress, while maintaining our integrity as a family of Nations. Thank you. 


