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Thank you , Mr. Chair 

Dist inguished delegates, good af ternoon. 

States identify indigenous political activists struggl ing for sel f -determinat ion and just ice as "terrorists", 
"mil i tants" " insurgents" etc. and thereby justify human rights violat ions against the indigenous peoples. 
Obviously indigenous peoples are the worst vict ims of human rights abuses in today 's wor ld . It is 
terr ible! 

In the Chi t tagong Hill Tracts (CHT) , the human rights of the J u m m a ind igenous people cont inued to 
be violated by the securi ty forces of Bang ladesh. The government of Bang ladesh is bound by an 
obl igation under the C H T Accord of 1997 to wi thdraw all the " temporary mil i tary and paramil i tary" 
camps except that of the Bang ladesh Rifle (BDR=Bang ladesh Border Secur i ty Force) and "six 
permanent mil i tary establ ishments" f rom the CHT. It is, however , very d isappoint ing that the 
government of Bangladesh cont inues to поп-comply wi th the obl igat ion till today. It is ser iously 
undermining the peace-bui lding efforts in the region. 

The security forces of Bangladesh had perpetrated mass ive human rights v iolat ions including 13 
major genocides against the indigenous people dur ing the conf l ict-period (late 1970s - ear ly 90s). It 
resulted in kil l ing of nearly 15,000 J u m m a s and displacing hundreds of thousands of J u m m a people of 
whom, over 120,000 we re forced to become refugees in neighboring India in the 1980s and 90s. But 
no perpetrator has been brought to just ice! 

According to the Parbatya Chat tagram Jana Samhat i Samit i (PCJSS) , the polit ical organizat ion 
represent ing the J u m m a indigenous people, there are more than 500 mil i tary c a m p s in the C H T till 
today. All these camps were set up dur ing the confl ict-period to suppress the movemen t of the 
indigenous people. Even after six years of the s igning of the C H T Accord the government of 
Bangladesh fai led to remove the camps and lift the mil i tary rule, "Operat ion D a b a n a l " [Operat ion 
Wild-f ire renamed as "Operat ion Ut toran" (Operat ion Upli f tment) after the agreement ] imposed in 
the C H T in 1982. Its reason is to provide security to huge Bengal i Musl im sett ler populat ion 
systematical ly moved f rom plain districts into the C H T under a s tate-sponsored populat ion transfer 
program designed to destroy the ethnic identity of the J u m m a indigenous people. 

It is, indeed, a matter of g rave concern that the securi ty forces cont inue to pract ice pervasive human 
rights abuses against the indigenous people with complete impuni ty in the post-conf l ict C H T as wel l . 
These human rights abuses include massacre , ki l l ing, torture, attack wi th arson, arbitrary arrest and 
detent ion, rape, sexual assault , polit ical harassment, rel igious intolerance, loot ing, extort ion, land-
grabbing etc. In its Apri l 2004 report, "PERSISTENT H U M A N RIGHTS A B U S E S W I T H C O M P L E T E 
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IMPUNITY: A Report On The Human Rights Abuses Commi t ted B y Bang ladesh Secur i ty Forces 
Against The J u m m a Indigenous People In The Post-Confl ict Chi t tagong Hill Tracts (2 
December 1997 - 31 March 2004) , Peace Campaign Group, our organizat ion, has documented 144 
cases of such human rights abuses including four massacres - Babuchara Massacre on 16 October 
1999, Dighinala Massacre on 22 May 2 0 0 1 , Ramgarh Massacre on 23 June 2001 and Mahalchar i 
Massacre on 26 Augus t 2003 - in the post-confl ict CHT. Thousands of J u m m a indigenous people 
were subjected to these human rights abuses. Such human rights abuses are cr imes against 
humani ty and contravene 

• Art icle 1 , Art icle 3, Art icle 5, Art icle 8 a n d Article 9 o f the Universal Declarat ion of 
Human Rights; 

• Art icle 2 (1) and (2), Art icle 4, Art icle 10 (1), Art icle 14 (1) and Art ic le 16 (1) of the 
Convent ion against Torture, a n d Article 2 and Article 3 of the Genera l Assembly 
Resolut ion 3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975; 

• Art icle IV of the Convent ion on Prevention and Punishment of the Cr ime of Genoc ide 
and the Convent ion W a r Cr imes and Cr imes against Humani ty ; 

• Art icle 5 (b) of the Convent ion o n Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discr iminat ion; 
• Art icle 7 and Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil a n d Polit ical Rights; 
» Article 1 , Art icle 2 and Art ic le 4 (1) of the General Assembly Resolut ion 47 /135 of 18 

December 1992; and 
• Art icle 6 (a) , (e) and (f) of the General Assembly Resolut ion 35/55 of 25 November 1 9 8 1 . 

In a joint army-pol ice dr ive codenamed "Operat ion Clean Heart" launched on 17 October 2002 
near ly 40,000 army personnel were dep loyed across the country to c rackdown "cr imes". The 
operat ion was used as a political tool to crackdown indigenous polit ical activists and their supporters 
pressing the government for implementat ion of the C H T Accord . In fact , Bang ladesh has been 
commit t ing a systemat ic "state-sponsored v io lence" against the indigenous people result ing in the 
undermining of the C H T Accord. In addi t ion, the security forces cont inue to f reely interfere wi th the 
civil administrat ion and democrat ic inst i tut ions in the CHT. The mil i tary also pract ice wide irregularit ies 
dur ing elect ions for their favorable candidates. Ironically, it is the same secur i ty forces that earn 
money and recognit ion for work ing as part of international peacekeep ing operat ions in var ious 
countr ies ravaged wi th wa r and v io lence under the aegis of the United Nat ions! Internat ional 
communi ty cannot al low the government of Bangladesh to use its secur i ty forces as warmongers and 
human rights violators against the country 's minori ty ind igenous people st ruggl ing for survival of their 
identity. In fact , the securi ty forces of Bang ladesh have become the main source of insecuri ty, fear 
and tension, lawlessness and disorder in the CHT! This paradox must be protested and s topped for 
promot ion and protection of human rights, democracy and peace in the CHT. 

Therefore, Mr. Char, Peace Campa ign Group urges you to recommend in your report the fo l lowings: 

1. Giving the U N Special Rapportuer on the Human Rights Situat ion of Indigenous Peoples 
f ree access to ind igenous terr i tor ies, such as the CHT, for comprehens ive s tudy on human 
rights of indigenous peoples; and 

2. Immediate wi thdrawal of the security forces f rom the C H T as agreed upon in the C H T Accord 
and free and fair trial of the members of the securi ty forces involved in human rights violat ions 
In the International Criminal Court or in a competent tr ibunal in Bang ladesh . 

Thank you , Mr. Chair, for bear ing with me ! 


