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Recommendations 

T h e U B C I C r e c o m m e n d s that the F o r u m w o r k s to establish a Uni ted N a t i o n s Just ice 
C o m m i s s i o n to ensure Ind igenous peoples have meaningful recourse w h e n state 
m e c h a n i s m s fail to guard against injustice. 

U B C I C represen t s over sixty Ind igenous c o m m u n i t i e s in Bri t ish Columbia , Canada w h o 
refuse to take par t in the British C o l u m b i a Trea ty Process . T h e U B C I C and ou r m e m b e r 
c om m un i t i e s bekeve that the BC Trea ty Process serves to extinguish rather than s t rengthen 
Ind igenous pol idcal and territorial r ights. W e refuse to enter in to any negot ia t ions c o n d u c t e d 
u n d e r this p remise and main ta in the posi t ion that I nd igenous r ights c anno t and will not be 
sur rendered . As a result , t he U l^ClC and our m e m b e r co mmu n i t i e s nave been politically and 
economical ly marginal ized with little op t ion for redress . 

T h e U B C I C would like to remind Un i t ed Na t ions m e m b e r states of the i m p o r t a n c e of 
securing adequa te financial s u p p o r t for the activities of the F o r u m in the interest of f reedom, 
justice and peace for all peop le s . 

Last year, Canada con t r ibu ted S9.747 to the Uni ted N a t i o n s Volun ta rv F u n d for Ind igenous 
Peoples . In 2 0 0 3 , con t r ibu t ions to the Voluntarv fund totalled 3185,162. As a result t he 
imp lemen ta t i on of the F o r u m ' s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s has b e e n inhib i ted by a lack of sufficient 
financial resources . Canada demons t ra t e s a similar lack of c o m m i t m e n t to Ind igenous 
peoples at a regional level, with similar results-
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non-governmental organization in consultative status with the Economic and Social 
Council 

The UBCIC's Position: Education 

Indian Control of Indian Education 

T h e U B C I C believes that educa t ion is a r ight o f all I nd igenous peoples , including the right to 
b e educa t ed in ou r o w n languages and to establish ou r o w n educa t iona l inst i tut ions. This is a 
r ight that ensures ou r survival as Ind igenous peoples . T h e U B C I C also believes that local 
con t ro l and a d e q u a t e funding arc fundamenta l to the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of these r ights . 

In 1972, the U B C I C col labora ted wi th the Nat iona l Ind ian B r o d i e r h o o d on their declarat ion 
on educa t ion , Indian Control of Indian liducation. Th i s s t a t emen t is f ounded o n the ph i losophy 
that I nd igenous p a r e n t s m u s t have full responsibi l i ty and con t ro l over the educa t ion of their 
chi ldren. F u r t h e r m o r e , the Canad ian g o v e r n m e n t m u s t adjust its policies and pract ices to 
m a k e possible the full par t ic ipa t ion and pa r tne r sh ip of Ind igenous p e o p l e in all decis ions and 
activities c o n n e c t e d wi th the educa t ion o f Ind igenous chi ldren. 1 

In order for I nd igenous p e o p l e to have full responsibikry over the educa t ion of their 
chi ldren, we requi re (1) local con t ro l (2) meaningful represen ta t ion (3) full par t ic ipat ion in 
any transfer o f jurisdict ion o f educa t iona l responsibil i t ies, inc luding those related to the 
federal responsibi l i ty for funding educat ion. In shor t , Ind igenous peop le requi re " Ind ian 
con t ro l of Indian educa t ion . " 

Canada's Obligations 

T h e Canad ian g o v e r n m e n t , by assuming con t ro l over the educa t ion of Ind igenous peop le in 
the past , and asser t ing historical jur isdict ion over Ind igenous terri tories - thereby enr iching 
itself while r educ ing our ability to main ta in our o w n educa t iona l s y s t e m s — h a s assumed 
financial obkga t ions for the provis ion of educa t ion that will ensure ou r survival as 
Ind igenous peop le s . 

T h e U B C I C has always ma in ta ined that Canada m u s t h o n o u r these obl igat ions to our 
peop le , until (1) ou r political and territorial r ights are res tored , toge the r wi th ou r abikry to 
benefi t f rom ou r lands and resources ; and (2) ou r o w n g o v e r n a n c e inst i tut ions are 
re invigorated; this includes educat ional inst i tut ions. 

Canada's Practices 

While the U B C I C strongly believes that Ind igenous p e o p l e have a r ight to con t ro l bo th the 
m e a n s and the ends o f I nd igenous educat ion , Canada merely a d o p t s the phrase , " I n d i a n 

1 National Indian Brotherhood. Indian Control of Indian Education. 3 ' Printing. Ottawa-. Assembly of J'irst 
Nations, 2001. Available al: 
http://ww w. a fn.ca/pro gram s/educati on/In dian%20Conttol%20of%2Qlridian% 20Kduc at ion.pdf 
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C o n t r o l of Ind ian E d u c a t i o n , " in its submiss ions to the I 'b rum. In reality, Canad ian policy 
serves to fur ther weaken the basis of I nd igenous se l f -determinat ion in the area o f educa t ion 
by reduc ing financial resources available for Ind igenous educa t ion and transferr ing direct 
con t ro l over these resources f rom Ind igenous co mmu n i t i e s and na t ions to regional 
organiza t ions . 

In British C o l u m b i a , the d e v e l o p m e n t of a regional educat ion organiza t ion is closely tied to 
the British C o l u m b i a Trea ty Process . T h e U B C I C has chosen no r to par t ic ipate in the BC 
Trea ty p rocess because we believe it is a imed at the ex t ingu i shment of ou r Abor ig ina l Ti t le 
a n d Rights."1 T h e r e f o r e , U B C I C m e m b e r co mmu n i t i e s have little or n o i n v o l v e m e n t in the 
design, d i rec t ion o r evaluat ion of I nd igenous educa t ion policies, p rocesses and s t ructures in 
Brit ish Co lumbia . Insofar as federal educat ional funding is channe l l ed in to this regional 
organiza t ion , we have marginal access to such funding. Th i s s i tuat ion results in serious 
marginalrzat ion a n d fur ther i m p o v e r i s h m e n t of the co mmu n i t i e s w h o refuse to par t ic ipate in 
the BC Treat) ' p rocess . 

T h e F o r u m emphas i ze s the role and i m p o r t a n c e of educa t ion in fostering cultural exchange 
and ensur ing the p ro t ec t i on of ind igenous cultural identity and her i tage . 4 T h e U B C I C 
believes that I nd igenous peop l e s have the r ight to be educated m ou r o w n languages and to 
establ ish our o w n educa t iona l inst i tut ions. Canada , o n the o the r h an d , emphas i ze s the role 
of educa t ion in facilitating the assimilation o f Ind igenous peop le into the wage economy.* 

Canada ' s p e n c h a n t for cultural assimilat ion over cultural diversity b e c o m e s clear in its 
educa t ion policies and its lack o f c o m m i t m e n t to adequa te , equi table funding for Ind igenous 
peop les . Ra the r than encourage the es tab l i shment o f Ind igenous schools g r o u n d e d in 
Ind igenous languages and ph i lo soph ies , C a n a d a d e m a n d s that Ind igenous schools adop t 
provinc ia l cu r r i cu lum w i t h o u t a c o r r e s p o n d i n g r equ i r emen t that provincial schools change 
their pokcies and s tandards to reflect local Ind igenous ideas a b o u t educa t ion . In addi t ion, in 
British Co lumbia , provincial!) ' ope ra t ed e lementary schools receive $12000 per Ind igenous 
s t u d e n t — I n d i g e n o u s c o m m u n i t y schools receive $5000 pe r s tudent . 

1 Canada. Responses to Recommendations Made in the Report of the Second Session of the Permanent 
Forum on indigenous Issues. February 2004 [Para 63]. 
3 See Union of BC Indian Chiefs, Truth Behind Treaty-Making (Vancouver: Union of BC Indian Chiefs, 
! 999) for the UBCIC position on the BC Treaty Process (attached). 

4 F/2003/43 E/C. 19/2003/22. 
s Canada. Responses to Recommendations Made in the Report of the Second Session of the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues. February 2004 [Para 61], 


