
T h e S o u t h e r n A f r i c a n I n d i g e n o u s S a n M i n o r i t i e s """"^—Y&S 
a n d the L a n d Q u e s t i o n 

Vddress to the 
Ist Sess ion of the P e r m a n e n t F o r u m on I n d i g e n o u s I s sues 

New York, lu l led States of America (USA) 
13-24 Mav 2002 

by 
J O R A M lUSEB 

Working Group of Indigenous Minorities in Southern Africa (WIMSA) 

Ladies and Gent lemen 

The mos t basic problem confronting us as San peoples today is the loss of access to 
sufficient land and resources The San are the indigenous peoples of Southern Africa and 
in this rapidly deve lop ing world today, indigenous peoples are currently exper ienc ing 
drastic social change and ext reme poverty, s t emming mainly from a loss of access to 
sufficient land and resources Although the indigenous popula t ions are not the only ones 
affected, but San are at the bottom of the social and economic hierarchies eve rywhere 
they are especially vulnerable to poverty, abuse, and marginal izat ion 

Only a small proport ion of N a m i b i a ' s San communi ty , which number s approx imate ly 2 
000 people, retain managemen t rights to their ancestral lands. The vast majority of San, 
though still residing on the land of their ancestors , has been dispossessed of their natural 
resources and now resides on their ancestral land but managed by o ther people. Only in 
T s u m k w e District in Ot jo /ondjupa Region do the San. in this case the Jul 'hoansi and the 
IKung, retain partially the r i g h b ю manage their ancestral land and their natural 
resources T s u m k w e Distiict. which m the past \vas known as Bushman land , is 17,540 
square ki lometers in size, and it i s occupied by some 6,700 people, most of w h o m are 
San. As people indigenous to this region, the Jufhoans i and IKung have depended for 
generat ions on hunt ing and gather ing in order to meet their subsis tence and income 
needs 

The perception that the Sun are still icgarded as people w h o roam around with no fixed 
location or owning a m land is diMinbing "I here aie different San communi t i e s , w h o 
conform to the different leadership Myles of their traditional chiefs It is based on the 
concept that the San follow a nomadic lifestyle, that only 2 out of the 6 San traditional 
chiefs have been recognized Four arc still pending. All the San g r o u p s want to be 
recognized, with the adoption of : lie C o m m u n a l Land Bill the unrecognized San 
Traditional Authori t ies will be excluded to serve on land board commit tees . All g roups 
want to serve on the land hoard commit tees and have input on the land issue 

The reset t lement process currcntK *ikmg pi,ice m Namibia, w h e r e the San people are 
mainly being resettled, is not cle.nK explained, and people remain relat ively ignorant 
about their rights and limitations under this reset t lement process Confusion also 



sur rounds lhe show o i ' p roof Some people have documenta t ion stat ing their part iculars of 
reset t lement , while others do not have anv 
Without our land and resources, San communi t i e s often find themse lves dependen t upon 
farmers and others for low-wage labour, or upon the gove rnmen t for drought- re l ie f labour 
and handou t s One solution could he that finances should be make avai lable to the 
resettled San communi t i e s so that ilicv can do something for themselves , e.g. work the 
land to earn an income 

In South Africa the government lemrned 5.> 000 hectares of land to the San Some 
additional 25 000 hectares land in Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park will be handed to the 
J K h o m a n i San. 

In Bo t swana the gove rnmen t cut oft' services (water) to " e n c o u r a g e " the San to m o v e 
from their ancestral land to resett lement areas 

In Namib ia the gove rnmen t wants to iclocate i 20 000 refugees most ly the A n g o l a n s in 
the heart of the ancestral land of the ' k u n g 

I would like to recommend that the Permanent Forum and other UN bodies reques t the 
gove rnmen t s to rather assist the San with the allocation of land and natural resources then 
reduce it further 

I thank you 


