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Madam C h a irp e rs o n »

As was th e  c a se  two y e a r s  a g o , my d e le g a t io n  i s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  

y o u r  W orking G ro u p 's  s e s s io n s  as an o b s e r v e r .  We have  fo llo w e d  w ith  

g r e a t  i n t e r e s t ,  th e  p r o g re s s  made by th e  W orking G roup, o v e r  w hich you 

have so  a b ly  p r e s id e d .  A number o f  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  th e  

t a s k s  o f  th e  W orking Group in  p r e p a r in g  d r a f t  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  th e  

d e c l a r a t i o n  on th e  p r o t e c t i o n  and p ro m o tio n  o f  th e  r i g h t s  o f  in d ig e n o u s  

p o p u la t io n s  have been u n d e n ia b ly  u s e fu l  f o r  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  c o m p le tio n  o f  

th e  m anda te  o f  th e  W orking G roup. In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  we c a n n o t b u t 

e x p re s s  o u r  deep  a p p r e c ia t io n  to  y o u , as w e ll as to  th e  o th e r  members o f  

th e  W orking Group f o r  y o u r n o b le  e f f o r t s  in  h e lp in g  to  r e s o lv e  th e  

com plex and i n t r i c a t e  p rob lem s r e l a t e d  to  th e  r i g h t s  o f  in d ig e n o u s  

p o p u la t io n s .

We w ould  how ever, a t  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  l i k e  to  e x p re s s  o u r  d ism ay t h a t  

some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from  NGOs who su p p o s e d ly  r e p r e s e n t  th e  s o - c a l l e d  

RMS (R e p u b lic  o f  S ou th  M olucca) and OPM (F re e  Papua Movement) have 

ab u sed  th e  forum  by la u n c h in g  a d e fa m a to ry  and c a l lo u s  a t t a c k  a g a in s t  my 

c o u n t r y ,  I n d o n e s ia .  Not o n ly  i s  t h e i r  o v e r  z e a lo u s  a g i t a t i o n  c o m p le te ly  

d e v o id  o f  any se n se  o f  p r o p o r t i o n a l i t y ,  b u t  t h e i r  s ta te m e n ts  a r e  

i r r e l e v a n t  t o  th e  t a s k s  o f  th e  W orking Group and c l e a r l y  r e v e a l  th e  t r u e  

o b j e c t iv e s  o f  t h e i r  in d e f e n s ib l e  p o l i t i c a l  c a u s e ,  nam ely t h e i r  dream  o f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  in d e p e n d e n t s t a t e s  w i th in  t h e  R e p u b lic  o f  I n d o n e s ia .

The ca lu m n io u s  and b a s e le s s  a c c u s a t io n s  a g a in s t  In d o n e s ia  have been 

made many tim e s  in  th e  p a s t  and a r e  b a sed  p u r e ly  on h e a r s a y ,  second  hand 

in f o r m a t io n  and f a b r i c a t e d  r e p o r t s  from  I n d o n e s i a 's  d e t r a c t o r s ,  w hich 

have been i n te r s p e r s e d  w ith  c l i c h é s  and w hich t o t a l l y  c o n t r a d i c t  th e  

t r u e  s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l i n g  in  th e  p ro v in c e s  o f  I r i a n  Ja y a  and M aluku.

T h e re  i s  no n e e d , t h e r e f o r e  Madam C h a irp e rs o n  f o r  my d e le g a t io n  to
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entertain their accusations since they do not contribute to the 

objectives of the mandate of the Working Group but only lend credence to 

these self-styled movements.

Before concluding, we would like to recall the historical fact that 

that since independence in 1945, the province of Maluku has been an 

integral part of Indonesia. Indeed, the South Malukus, have always been 

part of the Indonesian nation. For the outsider with little knowledge of 

the history of Indonesia, the RMS's only connection with Indonesia is 

due to its name and because a small number of South Moluccans who dreamt 

of an imaginary state, were at one time, members of a group of 

mercenaries in the pay of the colonial army which fought against the 

Indonesian freedom fighters during Indonesia's war for independence. At 

the end of that bloody war, a number of these mercenaries, after their 

failure to create disorder and turmoil, chose to leave Indonesia and 

were shipped to the metropolitan country. The remainder were integrated 

into the Indonesian army.

Some members of the group who live in the metropolitan country have 

continued to nurture their dreams of an imaginary state and in the 

meantime they involve their children - who have never seen Maluku - in 

their illusions. Persistently believing in their unfulfilled dreams, 

they are unable to face reality which caused them in desperation to 

manipulate any forum to launch their attack against Indonesia. If they 

wish to voice their frustrations, it would be appropriate to address 

themselves to the metropolitian country which once promised them their 

imaginery state.

With regard to the separatist movement called the "The Organisation 

of Free Papua" (0PM), all their charges against Indonesia have been 

refuted in this forum in the 1985 session. There is no need therefore to 

repeat them again. We would only like to remind the participants of the 

meeting that the people of Irian Jaya, the former Dutch territory 

exercised their right of self determination through re-integration with 

Indonesia through elections under the auspices of the United Nations. 

This was based on the agreement of 15 August 196? between Indonesia and 

the Netherlands which was thereafter approved by the General Assembly of 

the UN in September of the same year. Since then, the province has
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substantially developed, in particular under the national 5 year 

development plan. As a result, efforts to revive the idea of creating 

an independent state within the Republic of Indonesia, as promised by 

the former colonial administration failed. This resulted in frustration 

on the part of an insignificant group, most of which were in exile, who 

later established the self styled movement called OPM.

Thank you, Madam Chairperson.


