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“Thank you Madam President,

My delegation would like to express our appreciation to Mr. James Anaya, the
Special Rapporteuf on the rights of indigenous people and members of the Expért
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous People for their work, comprehensive report
and presentation on the indigenous’ people. Malaysia also reaffirms ifs support and
commitment to the p'romotidn and protection of the rights of indigenous people as set
out in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous. -Peo‘ple
(UNDRIP). | |

2. Ma'laysia shares the concern as ,highlightég by t"he_Special‘ Rapport'e‘ur-on the
- issue of violence against indigenous women and the issue relét’ing to the extractive
industries operating on or near indigenous territories that could potentially impihge
. the rights of the indigenous peopléQ : |

3. Malaysia shares the view that cdmbating viblencg against indigenous 'womenl

requires a holis‘t_ic approach and cannot be addressed in isolation from the range of
rights of indigenousp_eople in- ge‘nerall. We do recognise that there are instances
- where inclige'nous women are more vulnerable to incidents of violence due to their
geographical remoteness. We further Wiéh to highlight that viclence against women,
including indigenous women, are offences undér-Malaysia’s Penal Code. As any

other Malaysian citizen, they are accorded equal protection and rights under the law.

4. It is important to have a proper consultative mechanism invol\iing the
_indigenous people in the decision making process of the extractive industries on or
near indigenous territories. Nevertheless, it is also equally important to strike -a
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bala'nce on the interests of all th',___‘ 1\ olved mcludrng the State's interest for

~public and national development whrch in r_the Iong -tun could bring the overall

lmprovement for the well-being of the people and the: rndlgenous groups in particular,
without undermining the lndrgenous people sfundamental rights. These nghts should

not conie:into conflict-but ratherbe complementary of one another.

5. Malaysia agrees with the view. that the. parhcrpatlon of the indigenous people
-in the decision- maklng process vis-a-vis their substantwe nghts pnor to any’ natural
resource extraction activity is vital in addressmg their concerns related to the
potent|al adverse lmpacts of such activities conducted on or near the lnd[genous.

area, We: also W|sh to h|ghl|ght that the,mdlgenous people in: IVlaIaySIa are accorded

.natrve customary rights over the Iands that they have settled for generatlons As

such, they__do have certaln‘___nghts ”fwhlch they could brrng an actlon rn the courts of

Iaw if suc'h actlvmes were ca ed out wrthou‘t thelr consent or have undestrable

‘|mpacts on their natlve customary Iands

6.  As citizens of Malaysia, the indigenous groups in Malaysia are entitled to the
same rights as other ethnic groups and 'these rights are not only protected but also
guaranteed under the, Federal Constltutron and the Abongrnal People Act 1954 The
Government g|ves pnonty in helplng the communrty preserve their tradltronal cultural
" heritage. Malaysia tries to find a balance between the|r economrc rrghts and the
‘preservation of the|r cultural traditions and way of ife. Malay5|a believes that all
races and groups, wrthout dlscr|m1nat|on should be able to enjoy the nghts and
benefits, as, provrded by the Constltutlon

7. At the same tifne, Malaysia contlnues its ‘on-going efforts in thepromotion of
the rights of the ‘indigenous peOpIe thrOugh comp'rehehslve policies and Strategies
for the development of the rndlgenous people Whlch focuses on uplrftrng the status
and quallty of life of the indigenous peopie. Thesehhx:::sf beenqddeneuethrough socio-
economic programmes that include the provision of educatron and skills training,
oppor'tunities, lnfrast_ructu_re facilities and baSic amenities such as ,electricity. and
"wat_er su'pply, as well as through the eradication of pov_erty by formulating specific .
income-~-generating programmes. ) | o B | |




8. The Government, through collaborations with the relevant local .agehcies and
civil society orga'nisationé has also embarked on efforts to create awareness émong
the nndlgenous people in- Malaysia on their rights, as well as on prowdlng the
necessary consultative platform for the indigenous groups to voice their concerns on
the various issues lmpactlng “them. Such efforts include the work by the Human
R|ghts Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAI\/I) in initiating a national mqu:ry on the
| issue of customary land rights of the Orang Asli (|nd|genous people in the peninsular

of Malaysia) and other mdigenous people of Sabah and Sarawak in 2011,

9. In cbnc]usﬁion, my delegation wishes to reaffirm our support to the work of the
Special Rapporteuf and the Expert Mechanism on the pfotecﬁon and promotion of
the rights of the indigenous peaople in fine with the UNDRIP.

“Tharik you.
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