21¢t Session of the HRC- Agenda Item 3
Statement by Sri Lanka : |
at theID w1th SRSG on Indigenous Peoples & EMRIP

Madam President,

The delegation of Sri Lanka welcomes the Repofts of the High

Commissioner on the .R'ights of Indigenous. Péoples pursuant to HRC

- Resolution 18/8 adoptéd on 29?51 September 2011; of the Secretary General |
“on Ways and Means of Promoting Participation at the UN of Indigenous
People’s Representatwes, as well of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of -

Indigenous People on its Flfth Session. - Sri Lanka also thanks Mr. James

Anaya, the ,SpeC1a1- Rapporteur on the Rights of Ind1genous Peoples, forhis -

| Rep ort,

‘We also ‘welcome the cohcerted efforts of thé OHCHR to give voice to
_indigénous peoible’s rights . in the Human Rights Coimc‘il and its
" mechanisms. We ack_now'ledger the Expert Mechanism’s study. on the role
' of languages and culture in the prombtion and protection of the .rights and
ident‘ity of indigenous peoples, and thé consideration of best_pracﬁces and

implementation strategies to attain the goals of the UN Declaration. -




Being a country that is home lto an ‘-'indigenous community which has its
roots in the Neolithic age dating from at least 16,000 BC, Sri Lanka is firmly
‘of the view that the indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and
'safegiiard their own ideﬁtity and traditions as -enshrined in the UN
Declaration on Indigenous Peoples of 2007. Even today, the indigenous
- community of Sri Lanka known' as the ‘Vanniyaletto” or the “Aadiwasis’
retains their own distinctive, cyclic worldview, prehistoricrﬁlemory, and
time-tested knowledge of their forest habitat, that have enabled them to

meet the diverse cha]le’nges to their collective identity and survival.

The Sri Lanka Government’s policy towards its indigenous citizens and
their inclusive role in the development process has taken into consideration
their specific aspirations as well as their wish to preserve their cultural
identity and way of life. Additionally, they enjoy all other rights enjoyed
by the citizens _of_Sri Lanka. The Ministries of National Heritage and Arts
& Cultural Affairs ,havé launched specific prégrammes to pfotect and
promote the rights of the indigenous peoples including their access to
health, education, and livelihood support. The ‘Jana Uruma’ Museum and
the ‘Vedi Piyasa’ Centre are 'relvaqsitories established to preserve the |
cultural heritage and the ancient medical tradifions of the indigenous

community.

* The community, led by its chieftain Uruwarige Wannilaaththo, participates

in the decision-making process through their own system of justice as well



as through a constructive dialogue.with the country’s political leadership,
including the Head of State. | |

In conclusion, Madam President, Sri Lanka views positively initiatives to

seifeguard the rights and preserve the way of life of its indigenous

community.

T thank you.






