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Thank you Mr/Madam Chair,

I would like to acknowledge the Original custodians of the land we are meeting on 
today and pay my respects to their Elders past, present and future. We also 
acknowledge the IPO and all of our other brothers and sisters from across Australia 
and the world. 

The Jumbunna Institute for Indigenous Education and Research proudly launched 
the New South Wales (NSW), Australian Mukurtu Hub in December 2018. This is the
result of a partnership with our friends at Washington State University and the State 
Library of NSW. 

Mukurtu is an online platform that supports community to share their stories and 
knowledge and comes from the Warumungu word meaning ‘dilly bag’, a safe 
keeping place for sacred materials. We thank the Warumungu community for their 
work in helping to establish this initiative back in 2007 and for giving the project this 
important name. 

Jumbunna recognises that the protection and transmission of knowledge is central to
our lives as Indigenous peoples. It carries our stories, our histories and our 
languages. 

Much work remains to be done with galleries and museums across the world to 
repatriate Indigenous remains, artefacts and knowledges. However, we acknowledge
partnerships like the one we have with Washington State University because it is 
driven by a common goal: to let Indigenous communities everywhere manage and 
share their knowledge and stories in their own way, and on their own terms. 

This spirit of innovation and collaboration has meant that Aboriginal communities 
back home can digitally curate their cultural heritage through the Mukurtu CMS 
system.



We are calling on the Government to do more to support the protection of Indigenous
knowledges and to work in partnership with our communities to do so.  

Mr/Madam Chair, I make the following recommendations that the Permanent 
Forum through ECOSOC:

1. Urge all States to support communities to develop their own digital 
keeping places including through resourcing, research agendas and 
capacity building initiatives. 

2. Urge all States to commit to developing protocols and training in 
partnership with communities around the protection of the Indigenous 
Archive. 


