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%ntrsductorv Remarks by the Acting President of the Gcnerall 
AssembIv, H.E. Nana Effah-Apenteng, Permanent 

Represeiitative of Ghana to the United Nations 

Fourth Session of the Permanent Forum on lndieenous Issues 
Mondav, f 6 May  2005 

R -. Chailperson, Disting~iished Members of the Bennaiîent Fomni r .Q 

on Indigeilous Issues, Ladies and Gcntlen-ien, 

1. It is a great pleasure for me to address this airdieilce. Let me first 

welcoi~~e the new imembers of the Permanent F o n m  who are 

star-ting their terin with this session. I would lilte to tlaai?k the 

C1-iairpersoai of the Forum for irîviting me for today's opening 

ceremony of the Fourth Session of the Permanent Fortm. H look 

îorward to seeinç the report of the deliberations and the 

coiîclusioiîs. 

2. For the Presidency octhe Fifty-nint11 session of the General 

Assembly, it is very encouraging that indigenoiis issues are closely 
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linked to the priorities of the United Nations - Peace and Security, 

Huiiian Rigllts and Dwelopnxiît-. 

3'. The General Assernbly lm k e n  following the Pemaiient 

Forum's deliberatioiis over the past tl~ree sessions. The dynamic 

approach and well-conceived strategies of the Forum to fulfill its 

mandate have provcn very prod~lctive and contributed to increasing 

the awareness and the interest of the Member States for their 

f~~rtlier encouragement on indigenous issues. In rny view, your 

accomplishments underscore the value of this important Pei-nianeni. 

Fonim for the goals and aspirations of the world's indigenous 

peoples. This is particularly crucial in the achievement O C  the 

Millennium Develiopinent Goals aild I am very pleased tliat the 

Forum has decided to focus this session's special theme on 

"Mi llennium Developiîlent Goals and Tndigenous Peoples." 

4. Facts and statistics have sl2ow11 us that indigenous peoples are 

suffering disproportion om poverty in many parts of the 
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world. Many of them are still expeiieilcing hiçh rates of infant 

inortality, malnutrition and uiiemployinent. Tliey also face 

linguislically and culturally inappropriate educational systeins, if 

they can access them at all. Since the international commiiiiity is 

committed to acconîplish the Millennium Development Goals, we 

m u t  eradicate the poverty faced by millions of indigenous peoples 

if we want to aclaieve these goals . 111 doing so, we must have 

iridigenous peoples thernselves as part o l  the development 

processes; their participation in al1 stages of development is the 

ltey in éhis eiîdeavsur. Furtherrnore, we also slaould consider what 

kind of development mode1 indigenous peoples want and need. 1 

believe that the world has a lot to learn froin indigenous peoples' 

wisdoin and Itnowledge for sustainable development. 

5. Vowadays the important contribution of indigenous peoples to 

Plie worid's culti1i-al and biological diversi ty and their contribution 

to the histo~y of counti-ies where tliey live are widely recognised. 

Mowever, we musi çoncede that too many of them st411 confiont 
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challenges in respect of their land, their natural resoiirces, their 

identities and even their existence. 

6. The jinplerneiitation of the Millennium Developmeiit Goals 

shoiild provide the opportunjty and impeh~s for al1 of us to work 

toward the eradication of the poverty of iiîdigenous peoples with a 

view to iiiiproving their situation. In this regard, we need to malcc 

sure that the Programnlc of Action for the Second Inteniational 

Decade of tlie World's Indigenoris People thaï the General 

Assembly proclaimed last Deceinber will be action-orien and 
p u .  0.J GA- 

also lilalted to the MDGs. Given the fact that the Second Decade of 

the World's Indigenous People coincides wi th the targeted 

tirneframe for the accomplishment of the MDCs, i.e. 2015, we 

must work together to make sure that the international coniiilunity 

will meet its commitment with regard to indigenous peoples by 



0 5 / 1 3 / 2 0 0 5  1 9 : 2 6  FAX 212  9 6 3  3301  PRESIDENT OF THE GA 

7. indigenous perspectives should be integrated in the MDG( 

proccsses from the beginning of setting uy local and national 

priorities for the MDCs to their iniplenientation and evaluation. By 

engaging indigenous peoples, 11ot only indigenous peoples 

then~selves, but also the whole world will benefit. In this regard, 

more than tliree decades of United Nations worlt for and with 

indigenous peoples delivei-s a powerful statement and ous 

connmitment to continue in this direction. 

8. The United Nations system has taken decisive steps to 

emphasise inclusiveness with respect to indigenous peoples. The 

Permanent Fonm as one of the most ilPtistrative examples of the 

way the United Natio~engages indigenous peoples in the decisioii- 

illaking processes. The Forum laas an extremely important aiid 

iiniquç role to play in integrating indigenous issues througiiout the 

United Nations system and in engaging Meinber States in this 

.tv O 1-k . 
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Distinguislied Members of the !! eri~lanent Fomm, 

9. 1. am pleased with the role that the General Assembly has played 

over the years to proinote the rights of indigenous peoples, by 

Paunching the International Year of the World's 9ndigenous People 

In 1992 and in 1994 the International Decade of the World's 

bi~digenous People. As we are starting the Second Decade, the 

Gei~eral Assembly is looking foiward to receiving at its sistieth 

session the proposed Prograinme of Action from the Secretary- 

General. Once again, indigenous yeoples can rely 011 the Genei-al 

Assembly wlîich will continue to hear their voices and the wise 

advice of this Permanent Forum. 

/, Thank you. 


