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I  N DICENOUs ENVI RCNM ENTAL X TÈNVORK

For  Considerat ion,Py tne PFI I  Panel  o f  Exper ts  and a l l  Ind igenous peoples Delegates
at tending the 5th Sess ion of  the Permanent  Forum on t r id igenous Issues (PFI I )

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDG):  KËY PoINTs oF
PROBLEMST CONSTRAINTS AND BARRIERS ANb ne-oEFININc

MDG 1 (POVERTY) AND MDG 7 (ENVIRONMENT)

The In te r -agency  Suppor t  Group on  Ind igenous
the  fo l low ing  s ta tement  on  MDGs:

issues  had a  meet ing  in  September  2004 tha t  made

'" " 'as the 2005 review of the implementat ion of the MDGs nears, i t  appears from avai lable evidence
that indigenous and tribal peoples are tagging behind other parts of the population in the achievement
of the goals in most, if not all, the countries in which they live, and indigeious and tribal women
commonly face additional gender-based disadvantages and discrimination... Concern has also been
expressed that the effort to meet the targets taid down for MDGs could in fact have harmful effects for
indigenous and tribal peoples, such as the acceleration of the loss of the lands and natural resources orthe displacement from those lands.

{l

Ind igenous Peop les  are  comple te ly  inv is ib le  in  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  the  Mi l lenn ium
Deve lopment  Goa ls  (MDGs) ,  w i th in  count r ies  where  Ind igenous peop les  l i ve .

Pover ty  among Ind igenous Peop les  is  o f ten  re la ted  to  co lon iza t ion /neo-co lon iza t ion  and to  the
sys temic  rac ism,  d isc r im ina t ion  and non- recogn i t ion  o f  ind igenous peop les 'se l f -de termina t ion
and ind iv idua l  and co l lec t i ve- r igh ts .  Po l i t i ca l ,  soc ia l ,  economic  and env i ronmenta l  inequ i t ies  andin jus t i ce  perpetua te  the  impover ishment  o f  Ind igenous peop les .

There has been resistance by Indigenous Peoples to being ident i f ied as poor because of i ts
negat ive  and d isc r im ina tory  connota t ion .  MDG ind ica tors  must  be  deve làped to  take  in to
cons idera t ion  cu l tu ra l l y  appropr ia te  ind ica tors ,  redef in ing  the  process  o f  impover ishment  caused
by d ispossess ion  o f  ances t ra l  lands ,  loss  o f  con t ro l  over  na tura l  resources  and ind igenous
knowledge,  devas ta t ing  soc ia l  and env i ronmenta l  impacts ,  impacts  f rom mi l r ta r lza t ion  and
conf l i c t  and fo rced ass imi la t ion  in to  the  mains t ream soc ie ty  and in tegra t ion  in to  the  marke t
economy.

There  is  a  need fo r  pover ty  ind ica tors  wh ich  are  no t  f ramed w i th in  a  marke t  and cash-based
economy.  The cur ren t  MDG pover ty  ind ica tor  o f  l i v ing  w i th  $1 /day  cannot  capture  nor
adequate ly  re f lec t  pover ty  as  perce ived by  Ind igenous Peop les ' .  pover ty  a l lev ia t ion  must  s ta r t
f rom Ind igenous Peop les  own def in i t ions  and ind ica tors  o f  pover ty .

Governments speak of "poverty" whi le Indigenous Peoples speak of "r ights".  Within Indigenous
terr i tor ies, poverty is also def ined by power def ic i ts,  lack of sel f-determinat ion, marginal izat ion
and lack  o f  mechan isms fo r  mean ing fu l  par t i c ipa t ion  and access  to  dec is ion-mak ing  processes .

The parad igm o f  economic  g rowth  th rough t rade and inves tment  l ibera l i za t ion ,  deregu la t ion ,  andpr iva t iza t ion ,  so  fa r ,  has  resu l ted  in  the  fu r ther  impover ishment  o f  Ind igenous peop les .



The key  weakness  o f  the  MDGs is  tha t  i t  does  no t  ques t ion  the  mains t ream deve looment
parad igm nor  does  i t  address  the  economic ,  po l i t i ca l ,  soc ia l  and cu l tu ra l  s t ruc tu ra l  causes  o f
poverty.

Deve lopment  parad igms and po l i c ies  have caused Ind igenous communi t ies  to  became more
impover ished where  economic  growth  (espec ia l l y  w i th in  the  Globa l  South)  has  been dependent
on  mass lve  ex t rac t ion  o f  na tura l  resources  such as  minera l  ex t rac t ion ,  o i l ,  gas ,  t imber ,  p lan t  and
aquat ic  resources ,  and the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  la rge  in f rasLruc ture  such as  hydroe lec t r i c  dams and
commerc ia l  tox ic  agr icu l tu ra l  indus t r ies .

Impover ishment  and qua l i t y  o f  env i ronmenta l  sus ta inab i l i t y  i s  assoc ia ted  w i th  Ind igenous
language loss .  Ind igenous languages are  prec ise  too ls  deve loped th rough many mi l lenn ia ,
d e f i n i n g  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  c o s m o v i s i o n .  T h r o u g h  l a n g u a g e ,  w e
represent  the  cu l tu ra l  d ivers i ty  o f  the  wor ld .  Data  and ind ica tors  fo r  de termin inq  the  s ta tus  and
t rends  o f  speakers  o f  ind igenous languages are  needed.

B io log ica l  and env i ronmenta l  ind ica tors  must  be  compl imented  by  human,  cu l tu ra l  and soc ia l
indicators. This would ref lect cr i t ical  human development factors affect ing biodiversi ty.  An
in tegra ted  ecosys tem management  approach based on  Ind igenous t rad i t iona l  knowledge shou ld
be the  f ramework  fo r  imp lementa t ion ,  assessments  and mon i to r ing  o f  MDGs.

The es tab l i shment  o f  p ro tec ted  areas  has  h is to r ica l l y  been a  major  cause o f  fo rced d isp lacement
o f ,  and lack  o f  access  to  Ind igenous Peop les ,  espec ia l l y  in  A f r i ca  and deve lop ing  count r ies .
Ind ica tors  must  be  de f ined tha t  v iew how ind igenous Peop les  have used these pro tec ted  areas
for  mi l lenn ia  fo r  food,  med ic ines ,  subs is tence and fo r  sp i r i tua l  ceremony.

Deve lopment  f rameworks  must  invo lve  the  ac t ive  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  who le  v i l lages  and
communi t ies ,  no t  jus t  the  leaders  o f  the  communi ty .  The pr inc ip le  o f  f ree  pr io r  and in fo rmed
consent  must  inc lude the  fo l low ing :  Inc lude a l l  members  o f  the  communi ty  a f fec ted  by  the
dec is ion ;  consent  i s  de termined in  accordance w i th  cus tomary  laws and prac t ices ;  f reedom f rom
externa l  man ipu la t ion ,  in te r fe rence or  coerc ion ;  fu l l  d isc losure  o f  the  in ten t  and scope o f  the
ac t iv i t y ;  dec is ion  is  made in  language unders tandab le  to  the  communi ty ;  dec is ion  is  made in
process  unders tandab le  to  the  communi ty ;  and consent  i s  g iven  by  the  prac t i t ioners  o f
t rad i t iona l  knowledge and sp i r i tua l  leaders .

The K imber ley  Dec la ra t ion  and the  Ind igenous Peop les 'P lan  fo r  Sus ta inab le  Deve lopment  (Wor ld
Summi t  on  Sus ta inab le  Deve lopment  2OO2)  shou ld  be  used as  a  re fe rence fo r  Ind igenous
Peop les ,  governments  and mul t i la te ra l  bod ies  when they  are  fo rmula t ing  and assess ing  the i r
sus ta inab le  deve lopment  p lans ,  po l i c ies  and programs.  Th is  documents  compl iment  Agenda 21 ,
IPOI  and the  MDG targe ts .

Ind igenous peop les ,  there fore ,  fear  tha t  cu l tu ra l l y  insens i t i ve  imp lementa t ion  o f  the
Johannesburg  P lan  o f  Imp lementa t ion  ( IPOI ) ,  M i l lenn ium Deve lopment  Goa ls  and count ry -w ide
Pover ty  Reduct ion  St ra teg ies  cou ld  lead to  fu r ther  impover ishment  and marg ina l i za t ion .

The human- r igh ts  based approach to  deve lopment  i s  essent ia l  to  the  ach ievement  o f  the  MDGs.
The MDGs must  there fore  be  f i rm ly  g rounded on  a  r igh ts -based approach,  to  have mean ing  fo r
i n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s ,

This information sheet is meant to provide some language for delegates at the PFll, 5t' Session to use and adopt as they need, This document is
not meant to be comprehensive. IEN thanks Ms. Joli Carino, Tebtebba Foundaton (lndigenous Peoples Inlernational Centre for Policy,
Research and Education) and the lndigenous Peoples Caucus of tre UN Commission for Sustainable Development for information used.
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