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Thank you , Mr. Chairman. Also, thanks to all regponsible fox this high level panel. 1 welcoma this
dialogue on Indigenous Children and Youth, This focus supports our First UNJPF. Session
recommendations with positive action. Please allow me to make two comments and a
recomumendation.

Last year, | submitted and commended the Berlin agenda for actom, Declaration on Physical
Education arxl the Maskwachis Declaration on Sport. The World Summit on Physical Education
reinforces the impaortance of Physical Education as a kife Jomg process. As the Agenda for Action
for Governmend Miniisters states: “It i particularly tmporiant for every child [especially for every
Indigenous child] as articulated ix the International Convention on the Rights of the Child All
children kave a right to and I refer to four articles: (1} the kighest level of health ; 2} free and
compulsory prisnary estucation for both cogwitive and physical depelopment; (3) rest and leisire
and (4) [the right to] play.”~ [Emphasis added] I would again refer us to the calls for action and
support for the two Declarations as they apply to Indigencus Children. Recall also the 1999
Geneva Conference of UNESCO docnment states: “Plysical Education and Sport are a kuntan
right for all children...”

Iwould also ke to place similar emphasis on the Justice issue of Indigenous Children and Youth.
1 am particalady encouraged by the Special Rapyporteur , Dr. Svenhagen's decision t0 focus on
Tostice for his upcoming year of study. In Canade, on April 1™ last month, a new federal law the
“Youth Crimingl Justice Act” came into force which we shoulkd mondtor carefully. It may be a rew
opportunity for Indigenous communities, if resourced properly, to regain responsibilities for our
children and youth.

Finally, the recommencation 1 propose Mr. Chairman, to build on our success from the first
U.NLP.F. Session is to recommend to the Commitiee on the Rights of the Child to include as an
agenda item, permanently from now on; Indigerurus Children. The two Declarations I referred to
and the Special Rapporteir”s recommendations would have an importard forun for follow up that
would , Tbelieve, improve the lives of out Indigenous children and yoeth.  Thank youu.
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Regarding the term “Tndigenous Peoples”. On the acceptable use or non-acceptable use
of the term - does it impact the collection of/ disaggregation of data and information? i

so, how and why?
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