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Sixteenth §ession of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Item 11; Follow-up to the outcome doeument of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples

(b) Ways 1o enhance the participation of indigenous peoples at tl-re United Nations
Khmers Kampu..l:u-.ryoT. Federation

Speaker: Virginia Thach

Madame Chair,

The Khmer Krom people to thîs day remain unrecognized as an indigenous cuitlre to
those who believe that the Khrncrs Kampuchea-Krom Federation has an insidious political
agenda. lt is difficult as a youth alone to implore flom agencies such as the United Nations to

help the Khmer Krom people withor-rt the feeling of despair and frustration, as once again we

must ask for help. We do not ask for unmcrited prcstige or a repugnant repul.ation as an

orgànization, but for the revitalization of a rich culture that is being robbed from the i(hmer
Krom peoples.

RECOMMENDATIONS
r TVè ask that the UNPFII increase the amount for Indigenous peoples only closecl*sessions.

This allows indigenous peoples who may not be able to speak on the behalf of their tPs

during the forum be able to speak without fear of govemment intervention
r Create a rnechanism within the UNPFII that helps lPs attending the UNPFII for the firsr

time. While DOCIP offers resources f«:r every IPO attending the session,

r State the shorteomings or tho limitations within all studies, rsports, or docnmentation

concerning the indigcnous peoples in order to identity what progress is bcing made and

what has yet to be done

Thank you, Madame Chair
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