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A g e n d a No: 4(f) : EDUCATION 

Col lect ive s ta tement on behal f of 

Indian Confedera t ion of Ind igenous and Tr iba l Peop les ( ICITP) and 

St. John 's Miss ion, Bi jni , A s s a m , India. 

Hon 'b le Cha i rman dist inguished Members of Permanent Forum, G o v e r n m e n t Delegat ions, UN 

Agenc ies and fel low Indigenous representat ive brothers and sisters f rom around the wor ld , 

cord ia l g ree t ings to you all. 

I w ish to m a k e a col lect ive sub-reg ional s ta tement speci f ic to the issue of educat ion in India to 

comp l imen t the col lect ive As ian Caucus s ta tement a l ready m a d e by sister Stel la T a m a n g . It is 

need less to say that educat ion p lays a vital role in empower ing the Ind igenous and Tr iba l 

commun i t i es to comba t the prob lems they are fac ing. A relevant and right k ind of educat ion wou ld 

be a key to fur ther ing the Ind igenous and Tr ibal cause. Unfortunately despi te having real ized and 

having m a d e specia l provis ion for protect ing the Ind igenous and Tr ibal interests the pace of 

progress is so s low that even after half a century of these specia l efforts, the Ind igenous and 

Tr ibal Peop les remain the mos t i l l iterate, mos t poverty str icken and of wors t ill hea l th . 

Educat ion is ts all over the wor ld tell us that use of mother language as m e d i u m of instruct ion in 

the ear ly years faci l i tates the chi ld's having a qu ick g rasp on the subject mat ter and thus 

broaden ing his mind in ga in ing conf idence in express ing himself /herself . 

Unfor tunate ly the government o f India does not real ize how they are mak ing the Ind igenous and 

Tr ibal chi ldren life long backbenchers devoid of any sel f -conf idence, wh ich is mos t essent ia l to 

take care of them selves. W e feel there is conspi racy on the part o f ma in s t ream society in that 

they know if the mother languages of the Ind igenous peoples we re m a d e the m e d i u m of 

instruct ion the teachers ' j o b s wou ld automat ical ly go the Indigenous peop les themse lves and thus 

depr iv ing them of their l ivel ihood. Th is is the reason why they wou ld not encou rage mother 

languages of Ind igenous and Tr ibal Peoples in the educat ion sys tem. T h e y have successfu l ly 

b locked the recogni t ion of Ind igenous and Tr ibal languages in the nat ional level desp i te that 

severa l Ind igenous and Tr ibal languages (E.g . Santal i , Bodo and others) have numbe r of 

speakers in mi l l ions w i th signi f icant literally out put. 

Lack of re levant cur r icu lum results in Ind igenous and Tr iba l s tudents fai l ing in the ma ins t ream 

cul ture or iented examina t ions branding them def ic ient in IQ. Th is has led to a large-scale d ropou t 

a m o n g Ind igenous and Tr ibal s tudents part icularly a m o n g fema le s tudents. Th is has rendered the 



state slogan "Education for al l" very hollow while at the time of application for fund allocation of 

Indigenous and Tribal Peoples are projected as an item of utmost priority. 

We therefore recommend to the Permanent Forum to impress upon the government of India ana 

concerned agencies to take urgent steps to address the issues: 

1. Recognize the Indigenous and Tribal languages to be medium of instruction in the 

concerned language areas to accelerate catching up on functional literacy: 

2. To ensure and facilitate opportunity to have culturally appropriate education for 

Indigenous children and youth; 

3. To provide Indigenous organization financial and technical support to develop teaching 

materials in Indigenous languages and cultures; 

4. To additionally emphasis education of female children so that they do not Lag behind; 

5. Introduction of alien languages (State language, Hindi and English} be gradual so that 

the child educational roots remain intake; 

6. Indigenous cultural input and optional use of mother language be provided in all national 

and state level competit ive examinations and; 

7. Education authorities at all levels be sensitized to the educational needs of Indigenous 

children and youths in order that they do not become stumbling block in the 

implementation of proactive Indigenous policies. 

Thank you Mr. Chairman for your kind attention. 

Ram Dayal Munda Jebra Ram Muchahary 

Chief Advisor, ICITP Founder General Secretary 

St. John's Mission, Bijni and 

President, ICITP-NEZ, India 


