
ct^Nwe. At the global level, New Zealand is helping advance Pacific interests 
by actively supporting strong international action and the need for a ^ e w , 
comprehensive negotiation under the UNFCCC, involving participatiorf by both 
developed ano" developing countries. 

As part of our eRflagement with Pacific Islands, ÙHw Zealand has a 
longstanding traditionc<support for local and indigenous solutions to political 
and development issues. New Zealand has drawn on its own domestic 
experience and supported indigenous initiatives for many years. This has 
included customary land use and" management such as the establishment of 
the Customary Land Tribunal in Vanuatu in 2000. Another example is the 
early childhood education system in Solomon Islands which has, through New 
Zealand assistance, been modelled on pioneering work by Maori women in 
New Zealand, 

New Zealand encourages continuing and increased^bttention from the UN 
system on the Pacific Island region, and we are gratefubfpr the opportunity 
for discussion on this unique region here in the PermSment Forum on 
Indigenous Issues. 

N o re i ra, tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa. \ 
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