
b,usTlor,t, gl,iil, kwW' l1u)wn
?z'a*cr Lri\trPA' N'a,v {oilt ,

+t" P.hk,c W l,,ud. Aa#r'e
P$ lLl Lr,.., So8'l

Statement of UNFPA for the Thirteenth Session of the Permanent Forum
on lndigenous Peoples lssues Report of the international meeting
Experts Working Group . Sexual Health and Reproproductive Rights
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Madame Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Forum,
Excellences,
Distinguished Delegates,
lndigenous friends.,
Ladies and gentlemen,

The United Nations Population Fund would like to congratulate your new
appointment and welcomes your guidance as the new Chair of the Permanent
Forum on lndigenous Peoples lssues. UNFPA also want to convey its appreciation
to Maria Eugenia Choque Quispe especially for her excellent presentation of the
Report of the Expert Group Meeting on the Sexual and Reproductive Health and
Rights of lndigenous Peoples.

Consistent with its mandate, UNFPA aims to reduce maternal mortality among

indigenous women through promotion of access to comprehensive sexual and

reproductive health services, including voluntary family planning, prevention and

treatment of HIV/AIDS and the reduction of the rate of adolescent pregnancies.

To this end, UNFPA spearheaded efforts at global, regional and country levels

as well as in more than 26 countries by mainstreaming the rights of
indigenous peoples into sexual and reproductive health programmes.

Where data is available, indigenous peoples usually lag behind in most economic

and social indicators, whether income, poverty, nutrition, education or sexual and

reproductive health. High maternal mortality rates are fairly consistent among

indigenous women and there is evidence of lower rates of voluntary

contraceptive usage among indigenous women. They are also highly vulnerable

to HIV/AIDS with economic, social and sex exploitation as contributing factors.

UNFPA works to overcome all types of barriers preventing access by indigenous

peoples, in particular, women, adolescents and youth to sexual and reproductive

health services. These barriers are of a legal, political, social, economic and



cultural nature and are often compounded by persistent patterns of
discrimination and exclusion.

ln recent years the indigenous peoples'claim for culturally appropriate sexual

and reproductive health services has had a reflection in policies and programmes,

especially, but not exclusively, in Latin America. ln these countries, healthcare

systems are gradually more open to the cultural vision of indigenous peoples as

well as their traditional practices and ancestral knowledge. UNFPA will promote

the scaling up and replication of these experiences in other regions of the globe.

The active engagement with indigenous peoples in the design of policies and

programmes as well as in implementing community-based interventions has

contributed to increase access by indigenous women, girls and youth to critical
packages of sexual and reproductive health, HIV prevention and gender-based

violence services, in particular those from rural and underserved areas.

The expert group meeting on the sexual and reproductive health and rights of
indigenous peoples elaborates at further length on these and other important
issues affecting the sexual and reproductive health and rights of indigenous

peoples. UNFPA endorses the spirit, principles and recommendations of this

report. This meeting was fully supported by UNFPA which acted as rapporteur.

ln particular, UNFPA welcomes the recommendation to the Permanent Forum to
coordinate with other agencies and actors the development and implementation

of an international research project on the sexual and reproductive health of
indigenous peoples, ensuring an active partnership with indigenous peoples and

organizations in all stages of the project.

Moreover, we welcome the recommendation put forward by the experts so that
the Permanent Forum coordinates with WHO, UNFPA and other relevant entities

in the formulation of key intercultural standards and indicators of quality of care.

We hope that the distinguished members of the Permanent Forum will consider

these recommendations in the report of its 13th session. UNFPA stands ready to

support these vital processes for the health, dignity and wellbeing of indigenous

peoples.

We thank you, Madame Chair


