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ORAL STATEMENT BY THE RED NATION OF NORTHERN CANADA 

MR. CHAIRMAN, 

It is with great honor that I am here' on this historical occasion. My 
congratulations to you and your collegues on your appointments to 
the Permanent Founn. Our prayers and good wishes are with you 
as you undertake a journey of great importance for the Indigenous 
Peoples of the World. 

My name is Adelard Blackman I am a member of the Dene Sulene 
Nation of Northern Canada and speak to you as part of that Nation. 

I wish to thank C.LS.A. our brothers from South America for men-
help in bringing us into the United Nations. 

Our people want to bring to the attention of this forum some of the 
human rights issues that exist for the indigenous people of Canada. 

The unemployment, poverty,: disease, suicide, and incarceration 
rates of our people are manytimes higher than those of the general 
population. There is a dire feeling of hopelessness among many of 
our people. The youth in particular are turning to substance abuse 
and suicide pacts to escape a world that they see as holding nothing 
for them. In spite of this our population continues to grow at a rate 
that is also much higher than the general population of Canada 



The Canadian government nasi failed to uphold the trust lhe elders 
of our forefather's generation placed in the treaties. These 
documents that me Canadian government representatives brought 
for our people to agree to and witness with their mark need to be 
respected by the Canadian government. In many cases they are not. 

i 

The Governance Act about to be passed by the Canadian 
Government in June is not a solution. It will destroy what little our 
indigenous peoples have left. Our treaties and the concerns of our 
elders and leaders have not been respected. We face a major crisis 
and the Canadian governments juggernaut called the Department 
of Indian and Northern Affairs is out of control with their attitude 
and actions towards our nations. 
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The government ministers of Canada fail to listen to what we have 
to say and believe they unilaterally can implement a system to 
better manage our affairs. They believe the system to be forced 
upon us will solve what they see as the Indian problem. We have 
already had several generations of this government unilaterally 
solving our problems. We have had enough. It is time to hear what 
we are saying. ' 

We need to go right to the issues of our land, our resources, our 
values and our right as sovereign people to determine our own 
path. 

The issues are real and before us now. There are many issues, I 
will tell you about one that I am close to. Three weeks ago the 
Supreme Court of Canada upheld a conviction on The Buffalo 
River Dene Nations Selvester/Caterack vs Queen by refusing to 
hear the cases that involves our hunters who were charged with 
unlawful hunting and entering a controlled access area. These 
hunters were hunting in our traditional hunting area. At first the 
court acquitted our hunters and awarded them damages ruling that 
the regulations and the wildlife act as applied was an infringement 
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of their right to hunt for food ás guaranteed by treaty No. 10. This 
ruling was overturned on appeal and we saw the case through to 
the highest Canadian court. 

A criminal conviction for the Only hunter who had managed to 
survive long enough resulted when the Supreme Court of Canada 
would not hear the case. 

The area we speak of is part of 6.6 million acres, 11,700 square 
kilometers leased and controlled by the Canadian Government, the 
Provincial Governments and Canadian Military. This area, now 
called The Primrose Lake Air; Weapons Range was leased by the 
Canadian Military in 1954. This land is part of our traditional 
territory and today is used by the military and extensively used by 
domestic and multinational resource companies. These companies 
extract billions of dollars worth of timber, oil and natural gas and 
other natural resources from our very doorstep while we are 
prosecuted for subsistence hunting to feed our families. How can 
this be? i . 
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We have taken issue with the court conviction of our hunters the 
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court's interpretation of our rights and what appears to be the 
perpetual leasing of our traditional land by the Canadian 
Government to the military. ; ! 

This land was leased to the military many years after we signed 
treaty and we contend without proper consultation or consideration 
of our treaty rights then or at any time since 1954. The lease 
originally was to be for twenty years however the government has 
continued to grant lease extensions to the military and lease the 
land to resource companies who extract billions of dollars in 
resources every quarter from our traditional territory and then pay 
a royalty only to the government. 



This conviction and case has many implications in regards to our 
land, treaty rights and our ability to control and improve our lives. 
Our elders tell us that without our land we become nothing that our 
traditional territory is not for sale and we have never relinquished 
our rights to the land and resources. 
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The very existence of our nations is at stake. For centuries we 
were known as the "Keepers of the Land", without access to our 
lands we stand to lose our identity as a people. 
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We believe that having exhausted all legal avenues within the 
Canadian legal system that our only legal recourse is in the 
international forum. Yet we ate told that no indigenous peoples 
have ever made it past first base at me International Court at 
Hague. Why is that? j 

Our backs are up against me yvall and we do not like it. I will give 
you a prediction from our Elders "If justice does not prevail we as 
indigenous peoples of the Dene Sulene Nation will be extinct in 
less than 100 years." We cannot allow this to happen for the sake 
of our children, our grandchildren and those that are our future. 
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On an International scale Canada ranks #3 as the richest and best 
place to live yet our people rank #63 putting us in З ы world 
conditions. Why is it that indigenous peoples surrounded by riches 
must live in such unacceptable conditions? 

Í ! 
Is there a solution? YES. Member States, People of the World 
listen to what we have to say, trust that what we tell you is the 
truth. We will have that right to self-determination on our own 
terms. 
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We are not here in retaliation, we as a people have much to offer, 
and all you have to do is listen. 

And finally Mr. Chairman. 

The "Draft Declaration of the United Nations of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples" must be passed as is, in its entirety with no 
changes. This framework is abegirming for the Indigenous 
Peoples of the World. 

The Indigenous Peoples Caucus has done some very amazing work 
and I am honored to have seen them in action. You can be proud 
of what you have done under all kinds of adversity. Keep up the 
good work, our support and prayers arc behind you. 

You all must understand that Our children must be taken care of 
and that today is a beginning of something mat can and will give 
us hope for a better future. 

To the Indigenous Peoples oí the World, Stand Strong, Stand 
United, the Creator is looking after us. 

Ma cee chou. Thankyou to each and every one of you. 


