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Mr Chairman, distinguished Members of the Permanent Forum, Excellencies, ladies and 
gentlemen. 

May I begin by congratulating the Chair person, Ole-Henrik Magga, and the other 
members on their election to the Forum. 

The work of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights implements a range 
of mandates, activities and technical co-operation programmes which focus on 
indigenous issues. It also supports the broader institutions of the human rights system, 
including lhe special rapporteurs, and the treaty bodies, which - while not making 
specific reference to indigenous issues - protect the human rights of indigenous peoples. 

Those activities which specifically address indigenous issues will be familiar to members 
of the PF, and to most people in the room. Indeed, many of you have led discussions in 
the Working Group on Indigenous Populations since its creation in 1982, and are today 
leading work on the draft declaration. Some of you have been - and are - fellows in our 
indigenous fellows programme. Others have been assisted by the Voluntary Fund for 
Indigenous Populations that has been in operation since 1985. Many of you take part in 
expert seminars and workshops under the International Decade for the World's 
Indigenous People or else may have received a grant to undertake your own human rights 
activity. 

These indigenous mandates and activities cover a wide range of issues. In the first place, 
they are normative and promotional, to develop and disseminate new standards to protect 
the human rights of indigenous women, men and children. They are also practical. Our 
technical co-operation programme is increasingly integrating indigenous issues in the 
assistance projects it provides to governments. Through the fellowship programme, using 
funds from the UN regular budget, we provide training to young members of indigenous 
communities in how the UN system functions and how it can be used for the benefit of 
indigenous people. Through the Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations we support 
travel of indigenous representatives to take part in these activities, including this first 
session of the Permanent Forum. The Office also assists the Special Rapporteur on the 



human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people to monitor specific 
instances of human rights violation. Broader issues of concern to indigenous communities 
are reviewed through - to take specific examples - the recent workshop on the role of 
the private sector/mining, the working group's discussion on the right to development, 
and the work planned by the Special Rapporteur on development. 

While indigenous issues are a key part of the Office's activities, its mandates from the 
Vienna World Conference, from the General Assembly and from the Sub Commission 
are much broader, and - in essence - require it to promote and protect the human rights of 
all people. These include not only civil and political rights but also economic, social and 
cultural rights and the right to development. 

In defining and implementing these mandates, it is increasingly recognised that human 
rights are central to economic and social development, including education, health and 
environment. Over the last decade an important dialogue has taken place between the 
worlds of human rights and of development, which has added depth to the law based 
approaches of traditional human rights thinking. We now understand that human rights 
and human development are mutually reinforcing, and that human rights are tools for 
sustainable development including through the Millennium Development Goals. 

As you define their activities and set priorities, you may wish to consider how the 
different parts of this broad ranging human rights system can develop their potential to 
protect and promote the human rights of indigenous peoples. 

More than 30 special rapporteurs and independent experts report to the Commission on 
Human Rights. While only one has a mandate on indigenous issues, many other 
mandates have a clear relevance to the issues facing indigenous communities, for 
example, those on human rights defenders, the right to food, education, adequate housing 
and - most recently - the right to health. All are areas in which the rights of indigenous 
people are not fully realised. Increasingly, the work of these rapporteurs is assisted by the 
specialised agencies of the UN system: HABITAT, for example, works closely with the 
Special Rapporteur on adequate housing. It may also be relevant to consider how 
country rapporteurs can monitor indigenous issues within their mandates. 

In their country visits and in their reports, the rapporteurs are guided by the normative 
work of the Committee on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights. This Committee 
reviews the steps taken by more than 140 countries which have undertaken to implement 
the rights contained in the Covenant on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights through 
national legislation and policies. In its general comments, the Committee interprets 
specific rights, clarifies their constituent elements, and sets out the steps which should be 
taken by governments to ensure their realisation by all people without discrimination. In 
discussion with government representatives, the Committee asks such practical questions 
as the proportion of the population which has access to treatment for common diseases 
and injuries, with essential drugs, within one hours walk or travel from their homes. 
States are asked to disaggregate statistical averages in order to show the position of 
vulnerable groups. 



The Convention on the Rights of the Child which binds almost all states - a total of 191 -
reviews steps taken by states to ensure that traditional welfare approaches are 
complemented by a rights based approach, which sees children, including indigenous 
children, as rights holders. It asks states to answer practical questions such as what are 
the budget allocations for children in relation to social services or juvenile justice. 

While only the Convention on the Rights of the Child makes specific reference to 
indigenous people, the provisions of the human rights treaties apply to all indigenous 
people, and give equal protection for their rights. It is important to operational i se these 
treaty standards in relation to indigenovs issues., and identify how they can be given 
practical application. 

Members of the Permanent Forum may wish to identify priority areas on which 
information could be provided to both special rapporteurs and treaty bodies, in order to 
assist them in giving greater attention to indigenous issues in their reports, general 
comments, and discussion with governments. 

The Office has become more operational in recebt years. We are increasingly engaged in 
dialogue with governments on how to improve human rights protection. The office assists 
governments with the training of law officials and also supports civil society including 
indigenous organizations. There is room to expand these kinds of activities, and a number 
of our human rights field offices could also be a source of support to indigenous 
communities. 

Along with the Indigenous Decade, the Office coordinates the Decade on human rights 
education and has been active in promoting indigenous language versions of human 
rights standards. 

Finally, let me make reference to the recent World Conference against Racism and the 
Declaration and Programme of Action that contain proposals for combating 
discrimination against indigenous peoples which you may wish to take into account as 
you elaborate your own work plan. In particular, the principles of Durban represent 
commitments of the participating governments and might be a good basis for any 
practical recommendations that you make. 



secretarial budget and administration, including staff members and time 
frames for implementation, should be submitted for discussion at the next 
Permanent Forum meeting. 

4. A comprehensive Media Network and website should be funded and 
established for the Permanent Forum for collection and dissemination of 
information about Indigenous Peoples and the progression of work by the 
Permanent Forum. 

5. Finally, Ka Lahui Hawai'i and Te Kawao Maro unequivocally support 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, as 
adopted by the UN Working Group on Indigenous Peoples and the Sub-
Commission on Human Rights in 1993 and 1994, respectively. 

Mahalo (thank you) Mr. Chair. 


