UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Eighth Session
May 19-29, 2009

Global Indigenous Women’s Caucus Statement

Agenda Item 4:
Follow Up on the Recommendations of the Permanent Forum

(a) Human Rights (Indigenous Women and Militarization)
Implementation of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (RE:
Articles 21, 22, 42)

(b) Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms of indigenous people and other special rapporteurs

Madame Chaiperson, Permanent Forum Members, Special Rapporteur on the Situation of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous People, Member States, UN Agencies
and Our Indigenous delegates, my brothers and sisters:

In regards to impunity, in recent years prior to the mass-scale global economic collapse, States
declared a world-wide ‘war on terror’ which set in place the logic of unilateral voiding out of
constitutional protections. This staged the collapse of any possible legal remedy for indigenous
communities on a number of levels. The logic being, the global ‘war on terror’ guaranteed to
the State the power to launch Martial Law against its own citizens, in the name of “national
security.” To ‘save the world from terrorists’ the State essentially argues that it must void out
constitutional freedoms and shut down democracy to protect national borders. This
convoluted logic gave States’ impunity against the protests of Indigenous Peoples.
Governments refusal to provide information and transparency to mega-projects associated
with ‘no constitution’ zones, itself leads to serious concerns about States’ commitments to
guaranteeing human rights. Thus militarization, terror, impunity and tyrannical States impose
mega-projects with authoritarian vigilantes, violating lives, lands, and livelihoods of Indigenous
Peoples and Indigenous women.

Recommendations,

1. The Special Rapporteur is urgently requested to take up this issue immediately as an
advocacy of Indigenous Women'’s Rights priorities.

2. The Indigenous Women’s organizations and activists are functioning de facto as the
front of human rights documentation and monitoring efforts within communities. This
presents enormous challenges that the women must bear in isolation. They are largely
unrecognized and unfunded and subject to harassment, persecution, libel, slander,
death threats, rape, dismemberment, maiming, destruction of property, armed forced



removals, en masse displacements, and violence against their family members at all
levels of their communities.

3. We earnestly request a consultation session with the Special Rapporteur on the Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples, Mr. James Anaya, while the
Indigenous Women'’s Caucus is convened here in New York.

4. We are firmly committed to cooperating with the Special Rapporteur on the Human
Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples, to share documentations of
specific cases of human rights violations.

5. We request that the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples engage with his colleagues, other Special Rapporteurs,
members of Committees monitoring the implementation of the different human rights
treaties and conventions at the earliest possible occasion, to review the situation of the
human rights of Indigenous Women and Girls and to put forward a joint
report/statement and appeal for action by States and the appropriate UN bodies and
agencies.

Thank you for your focus and attention to the collective statement.



