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Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

For giving me the opportunity of contributing some findings of our research that are
relevant to the Study on the promotion and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples
in natural disaster risk reduction and prevention and preparedness rnrTrafiyes. After
the 2004 Tsunami that ravaged parts of South East Asia, we carried out a survey on
behavioural factors that contributed to the survival of indigenous peoples, whose territo-
ries were struck by the disaster. We found two different types of these factors - one
based on oral traditions urging people to flee immeditately when there is untimely low
tide, and the other resulted from the observation of animal behaviour. These findings
make it clear that indigenous people contribute essential knowledge, and that prepared-
ness initiatives should take culturally specific perspectives into account. Another impor-
tant aspect that I would like to point out is the endangerment of indigenous cultures
after they have been struck by a disaster. Even when they have survived physically,
the sojourn in tent camps, which often extends for years, eradicates indigenous peoples'
cultures. Humanitarian aid is given in culturally nonsensitive ways by bureaucratic
machineries, only focussing on physical provisioning for the people concerned. The
transgenerational transfer of knowledge is interrupted by the dominant global culture.
lndigenous life can no longer be lived in the traditional way, and children grow up
without learning about their cultural background. This next generation cannot find
their particular identity, and industrial culture gains another victory. By focussing on
physical provisioning only, the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is
violated in various ways, e.g. Articles B and 11 on the protection of indigenous culture,
or Article 14 on the right to culturally specific educational systems. lt would be helpful
if the study would point out ways as how to prevent the damaging or even eradication
of indigenous culture during the aftermaths of disasters, and, in case of heavy impair-
ment by a disaster, how to quickly and effectively revitalise cultural traditions and
customs, as granted by Article 11 of the Declaration.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


