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1. Thank you, Madam. President,

2. Namibia thanks the panelist for making time and for their valuable insights
here today.

3. The COVID-19 pandemic has and continues to affect  the lives of so many
people around the world, and marginalised communities are among the most
affected  due  to  pre-existing  socio-economic  challenges.  In  Namibia,  the
Government continues to make efforts  to ensure that  all  persons,  including
marginalized communities have access to healthcare services. We have also
partnered with developmental  partners  such as the World Food Programme
and the European Union to strengthen our response and delivery mechanisms
to  marginalized  communities  mostly  affected  by  COVID-19  and  recurring
droughts, by among other things transferring monthly cash payments to these
communities. 

4. The  Government  has  further  created  community  led  committees  in  the
different regions of the country which are tasked with providing information
on  how  people,  including  those  in  marginalized  communities  can  protect
themselves from COVID-19. We have also launched vaccinations which are
open to all persons in Namibia.

5. We invite  the  panel  to  share  further  information  on  the  important  role  of
NGO's  and  community-based  organizations  in  ensuring  that  the  rights  of
Indigenous peoples, including their right to health, are protected during this
pandemic period.

6. I thank you, Madam. President.
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