
NEW ZEALAND: ITEM 3(d): Follow-up to the World Conference 

 

Tēnā koe Mr/Madam Chair 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to reaffirm New Zealand’s support for the 

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Outcome Document from 

the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples.  

 

The New Zealand Government notes the importance of continued understanding 

and commitment to the common objectives of the Declaration alongside the Treaty 

of Waitangi and New Zealand’s existing legal and constitutional frameworks. 

 

New Zealand is undertaking a range of actions consistent with the Outcome 

Document of the World Conference, some of which has been outlined in statements 

this week. Alongside progress we recognise there is still more to do in New Zealand, 

particularly to increase social, cultural and health indicators for Maori.  

 

New Zealand welcomes the current consultation process on the participation of 

indigenous peoples in relevant UN processes. As we have previously said, the voice 

of indigenous peoples is a crucial part of discussions on perspectives and best 

practice towards advancing indigenous rights and issues. 

 

Achieving the objectives set out in the Outcome Document will not rely simply on 

political will or resources; it will also rely on continued collaboration and partnership. 

To this end, we will continue to strengthen the relationship between the 

Government and Māori, to ensure that long-term domestic priorities for advancing 

indigenous well-being are addressed.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Jaclyn Williams 

Head of Delegation 

New Zealand  


