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Madame Chairperson

Australia supports the establishment of a permanent forum for indigenous

peoples within the United Nations system.

The question of how to give indigenous peoples an effective voice in the United
Nations system is a very important issue. We believe that any permanent forum
should be linked to the Economic and Social Council at a suitably high level. It
would be desirable for any new body to have a mandate that embraces the full
range of issues of concern to indigenous peoples. That is, the mandate should
extend beyond a narrow human rights focus to include economic, social and
development issues. That mandate should also include co-ordination of all

United Nations activities relevant to the concerns of indigenous peoples.

Further consideration needs to be given to the status, composition and mandate
of the forum. Indigenous peoples will need time and opportunities to develop
their views so that consensus can be reached in consultations with governments,

and with the advice of the United Nations secretariat.

Madame Chatrperson

The openness and accessibility which is characteristic of the Working Group on
Indigenous Populations should not be lost in any permanent forum. It will be
necessary for indigenous peoples to agree on the method of participation of
indigenous representatives to the forum to ensure that the views of indigenous

peoples throughout the world are fairly and effectively represented.

Thank you, Madame Chairperson



