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Torture and other ill-treatment 
Tor ture and o the r i l l - t rea tment are w i d e s p r e a d in B a n g l a d e s h and c o m m i t t e d wi th virtual impuni ty by all secur i ty 
a g e n c i e s - t he pol ice , t he Rapid Ac t ion Bat ta l ion (RAB), and the a r m y - ac t ing a lone or t o g e t h e r . On ly in c a s e s w h e r e t h e 
v ic t im dies in c u s t o d y are any a l l ega t ions of tor ture or i l l - t rea tment inves t iga ted within t he criminal jus t i ce s y s t e m . Even 
then , if t h e a l l eged perpe t ra tors are RAB or a r m y personnel , no credible inves t iga t ion e v e r t a k e s p lace . M a n y hundreds , 
poss ib ly t h o u s a n d s of surviving tor ture v ic t ims under s u c c e s s i v e g o v e r n m e n t s have little hope of eve r receiv ing jus t i ce . 

Former d e t a i n e e s have told A m n e s t y International t ha t pol ice and RAB officers rout inely tor ture and ill-treat t he 
d e t a i n e e s . M e t h o d s include bea t ing , kicking, suspens ion from t h e cei l ing, food and s l eep depr iva t ion , and electr ic shocks 
t o t h e gen i ta l s . The re are repor ts t ha t d e t a i n e e s have been tor tured until t h e y " c o n f e s s " t o be ing cr iminals . More than a 
d o z e n such v ic t ims have told A m n e s t y International t ha t t h e y w e r e t h r e a t e n e d wi th be ing killed in "crossf i re" if t h e y did 
not c o n f e s s . 1 

After t h e "confess ion" , RAB and o the r secur i ty fo rces hand over t h e d e t a i n e e t o t h e pol ice , w h o then file criminal c a s e s 
aga ins t t h e m , based on t h e secur i ty f o r c e s ' c la ims . T h e d a t e of arrest in c a s e s submi t t ed by t h e RAB is r ecorded as t he 
d a y t h e v ic t im w a s handed ove r t o t h e pol ice and not t he d a y the RAB m a d e t h e arrest . Even in c a s e s w h e r e d e t a i n e e s 
w e r e initially ar res ted by pol ice officers, t he da t e of arrest is still r ecorded as be ing severa l d a y s later than the actual 
arrest da te . In this w a y , t h e pol ice and RAB distort t h e records t o c o v e r up the h u m a n rights v io la t ions t h e y have 
c o m m i t t e d aga ins t a d e t a i n e e during t h e initial d a y s fo l lowing arrest . 

O v e r t h e pas t t h ree yea r s , a t leas t t h ree p e o p l e have died e a c h y e a r after t h e y had a l l e g e d l y been tor tured or o t h e r w i s e 
i l l- treated in t he c u s t o d y of pol ice and o the r secur i ty fo rces . Human rights act ivis ts be l ieve t h o u s a n d s m o r e have b e e n 
tor tured or o t h e r w i s e i l l- treated in cus tody . 

Whi le criminal p r o c e e d i n g s have b e g u n aga ins t s o m e police personnel on c h a r g e s of c o m m i t t i n g tor ture or i l l - t reatment , 
o the r perpe t ra tors , e spec ia l ly RAB, a r m y or in te l l igence officers have never f aced criminal p r o c e e d i n g s for their a l l eged 
i n v o l v e m e n t in tor ture or o the r human rights v io la t ions . 

* Rabiul Islam w a s ar res ted by p la in-c lo thes officers at a hotel in t he w e s t e r n ci ty of Khulna on 24 O c t o b e r 2009. 
Blindfolded and handcuffed , he w a s t aken t o a RAB office in t he Khal ishpur area of t he ci ty. The re , officers in te r roga ted 
him whi l e bea t ing him, su spend ing him from t h e cei l ing and app ly ing electr ic shocks t o his penis . He told A m n e s t y 
International in June 2010 t ha t he w a s m a d e t o sit in a w h e e l c h a i r wi th his hands and f e e t t ied . He said: "First t he 
w h e e l c h a i r w a s swirled t o m a k e m e d izzy and then I w a s b e a t e n . T h r e e m e n w e r e bea t ing m e : t h e Capta in g a v e orders , 
ano the r b e a t m e , and t h e third person he lped in t h e bea t ing . I w a s bl indfolded and tor tured for a b o u t half an hour. T h e n I 
w a s left on t he floor, handcuffed and bl indfolded. T h e next morn ing t h e y t o o k m e to a n o t h e r p lace . T h e y kept say ing ' w e 
k n o w y o u have a rms so jus t admi t it'. I w a s kep t in t ha t p lace for a b o u t 1 6 days . My hands w e r e t ied a b o v e m y head and 
a t t a c h e d t o t h e roof. I w a s told t ha t if I didn ' t a g r e e wi th w h a t t h e y w e r e say ing t h e y w o u l d kill m e . I w a s in te r roga ted t w o 
or t h ree t i m e s and hung f rom the roof for a b o u t one and a half hours at a s t re tch . A t s o m e point t h e y a t t a c h e d wi res t o 
m y penis and g a v e m e electr ic shocks . I fel t like I w a s dy ing . My w h o l e b o d y b e c a m e rigid, f o l l o w e d by e x t r e m e shak ing . 
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After m a n y days , I w a s t a k e n t o M o h a m m a d p u r Pol ice S ta t ion on 9 N o v e m b e r 2009. Pol ice filed a criminal c a se aga ins t 
m e say ing tha t t h e R A B had to ld t h e m t o d o so . I w a s then t a k e n t o court . My file s h o w e d 9 N o v e m b e r 2009 as t h e d a t e of 
m y arrest , e v e n t h o u g h I had ac tua l ly been a r res ted on 24 O c t o b e r 2009 and held in R A B c u s t o d y from tha t da t e . I 
o b j e c t e d but no o n e l is tened. Severa l d a y s later, I w a s t a k e n t o cour t aga in and then s en t t o Dhaka Central Jail. A l t h o u g h I 
w a s a r res ted in Khulna, pol ice d o c u m e n t s s h o w e d M o h a m m a d p u r Pol ice S ta t ion in Dhaka as t h e p lace w h e r e I w a s 
a r res ted . I w a s held in Dhaka Central Jail for a b o u t six and a half m o n t h s . Then t h e cour t g a v e m e bail. Every m o n t h I have 
t o t ravel f rom Khulna t o t h e Dhaka court . This is a h u g e financial burden on m e . " 

Rape in cus tody , wh ich A m n e s t y International cons iders t o be a form of tor ture , is c o m m o n in B a n g l a d e s h . V ic t ims 
usual ly dec l ine t o repor t t h e c r ime for fear t h e y will not be t a k e n ser ious ly or of ange r ing their a t t acke r or having t o f a c e 
further h a r a s s m e n t by t h e pol ice , as t h e fo l lowing ca se i l lustrates. 

* A l e y a B e g u m and her d a u g h t e r w e r e a r res ted on 9 S e p t e m b e r 2012 w i t h o u t a war ran t and a l l eged ly to r tured and ill-
t r e a t e d at Khoksa pol ice s tat ion in Kusht ia district, including wi th electr ic shocks . Af te r t w o d a y s t h e y w e r e t ransferred t o 
Kusht ia c i ty pol ice s ta t ion and kep t in a dark room. T h e daugh te r , a c o l l e g e s tudent , w a s s e p a r a t e d f rom her m o t h e r 
during t h e night and sexua l ly a b u s e d by pol ice off icers . Af te r be ing t a k e n t o court , t h e y w e r e re leased on 18 S e p t e m b e r . 
Pol ice repor ted ly falsified t h e records by g iv ing t h e da te o f the i r arrest as 15 S e p t e m b e r . An e y e w i t n e s s , ano the r w o m e n 
de ta inee , s a w t h e m in de t en t ion on 10 S e p t e m b e r . Af te r A l e y a B e g u m and her d a u g h t e r shared their s tory wi th t h e 
med ia , t h e y w e r e a r res ted aga in on 26 S e p t e m b e r and t a k e n t o jai l . 

Recommendation: 
• T h e g o v e r n m e n t of B a n g l a d e s h mus t ensure t ha t all a l l ega t ions o f tor ture and i l l - t rea tment are impart ial ly 

inves t iga ted , and t h o s e found respons ib le b rough t t o jus t i ce . N o pol ice or secur i ty personnel mus t be a l l o w e d t o 
c o m m i t tor ture or i l l - t rea tment w i th impuni ty . 

Indigenous Peoples in the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
Bengal i se t t le rs con t inue t o conf i sca te Indigenous P e o p l e s ' land in t h e C h i t t a g o n g Hill Trac ts , whi le t h e a r m y or o the r law 
e n f o r c e m e n t a g e n c i e s look on. T h e author i t ies have failed t o se t t l e Ind igenous P e o p l e s ' c l a ims t o land tha t w a s t a k e n 
from t h e m during t h e y e a r s o f internal a r m e d confl ic t (1975-1997) , or m o r e recen t ly o c c u p i e d by the eve r increas ing 
n u m b e r o f Bengal i se t t le rs . Tens ion b e t w e e n t h e se t t le rs and t h e Indigenous c o m m u n i t i e s and t h e failure of t h e secur i ty 
fo rces t o p ro tec t t h e Indigenous P e o p l e aga ins t a t t a cks by t h e Bengal i se t t le rs have led t o f requen t c l a shes b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o c o m m u n i t i e s and injuries on bo th s ides . The author i t ies con t inue t o fail t o a d e q u a t e l y p reven t g e n d e r - b a s e d v io l ence 
aga ins t Ind igenous w o m e n and t o e f fec t ive ly inves t iga te and p rosecu t e perpe t ra tors . 

Recommendations: 
• T h e B a n g l a d e s h g o v e r n m e n t mus t ensure t ha t t he re is an e f fec t ive m e c h a n i s m in p lace t o add re s s land d i spu tes 

b e t w e e n Indigenous P e o p l e s and Bengal i set t lers ; 

• T h e g o v e r n m e n t m u s t c o n d u c t p rompt and impartial inves t iga t ions into all r epor ted ins tances o f v io l ence 
aga ins t Ind igenous w o m e n and girls ensur ing vict im and w i t n e s s p ro tec t ion . 

The death penalty 
O v e r 1,000 p e o p l e are repor ted t o be on dea th row in B a n g l a d e s h . H o w e v e r , ve ry f e w are likely t o be pa rdoned or have 
their d e a t h s e n t e n c e c o m m u t e d unless t h e y are loyal suppor te r s o f t h e ruling A w a m i L e a g u e . T h e r e have been s o m e 
e x e c u t i o n s in recen t y e a r s but no execu t ion repor ted in 2012 . 

Recommendations: 
• T h e g o v e r n m e n t of B a n g l a d e s h mus t build on t h e posi t ive d e v e l o p m e n t of no e x e c u t i o n s in 2012 and 

i m m e d i a t e l y es tabl i sh a mora to r ium on e x e c u t i o n s wi th a v i e w t o abol i sh ing the d e a t h penal ty ; 

• T h e g o v e r n m e n t m u s t ensure t h a t all d e a t h s e n t e n c e s are c o m m u t e d t o t e r m s o f impr i sonmen t and tha t all 
dea th pena l ty c a s e s c o m p l y wi th internat ional s t andards for fair trials. 
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Enforced disappearances 
A t leas t 10 peop l e have g o n e miss ing in 2012. In m o s t c a s e s t h e v ic t ims have not been t r a ced a l t h o u g h t h e r e are repor t s 
of s t a t e i nvo lvemen t . In a f e w c a s e s , t he bod ies of t h o s e miss ing have been found, s o m e bear ing marks of bea t ings . 

* Ilias Ali, t he Sy lhe t division s ec r e t a ry of t h e oppos i t ion B a n g l a d e s h Nat ional i s t Party, d i s appea red t o g e t h e r wi th his 
driver Ansa r Ali on 17 April 2012. T h e g o v e r n m e n t has p romised t o es tabl i sh w h a t had h a p p e n e d t o t h e m , but has so far 
r evea l ed no informat ion . 

* Aminul Islam, a t r ade union leader , w e n t miss ing on 4 April 2012. He w a s found d e a d a d a y later in Ghata i l , north o f 
Dhaka . His family s a w e v i d e n c e o f tor ture on his b o d y and be l ieve he had been a b d u c t e d by the secur i ty forces . He had 
previous ly been ar res ted and bea t en by m e m b e r s o f t h e Nat ional Secur i ty Inte l l igence for his t r ade union act ivi t ies . 

Recommendations: 
• T h e B a n g l a d e s h author i t ies mus t carry out an impartial and i n d e p e n d e n t inves t iga t ion into t h e repor ts of 

a b d u c t i o n s and en fo rced d i s a p p e a r a n c e s and ensure t h a t pol ice and o the r secur i ty a g e n c i e s fully c o - o p e r a t e 
wi th t h e inves t iga t ion; 

• T h e g o v e r n m e n t m u s t ensure t h a t t h e t ruth a b o u t t h e d i s a p p e a r a n c e s is e s t ab l i shed and m a d e public, and t h a t 
a n y o n e s u s p e c t e d of be ing respons ib le for en fo rced d i s a p p e a r a n c e s be b rough t t o jus t ice . 

War crimes trials 
A m n e s t y International v i e w s t h e se t t ing up in 2010 o f t he Bang ladesh i court , t h e International C r imes Tribunal , as a 
historic oppor tun i ty in B a n g l a d e s h wi th t h e potent ia l t o end m o r e than 40 y e a r s o f impuni ty for t h e mass - s ca l e human 
rights v io la t ions t ha t occur red during t h e coun t ry ' s 1 9 7 1 w a r o f i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

B a n g l a d e s h has a responsibi l i ty t o ensure jus t i ce for more than o n e million civilians w h o w e r e r epor t ed ly killed by t h e 
Pakistani fo rces and their allied g roups , t e n s o f t h o u s a n d s o f w o m e n w h o w e r e a l l e g e d l y sub jec ted t o rape and o the r 
sexual c r imes , and m o r e than e igh t million p e o p l e w h o fled t h e coun t ry into India in sea rch of sa fe ty . 

The re are a n u m b e r o f s h o r t c o m i n g s in t h e c o n d u c t o f t h e s e tr ials t ha t m igh t limit t h e Tribunal ' s abili ty t o bring 
perpe t ra tors of t h e s e c r imes t o jus t i ce in a fair trial. If conv ic t ions imposed by t h e Tribunal d o not c o m p l y wi th 
internat ional ly a c c e p t e d fair trial s tandards , t h e a l l eged perpe t ra to r s will t h e m s e l v e s b e c o m e v ic t ims of human r ights 
v io la t ions . This will not be in t h e interest of j u s t i ce . 

A m n e s t y International has no t ed t h a t all t h o s e de t a ined so far have been m e m b e r s o f t w o oppos i t ion part ies - t h e 
Jamaat-e-Is lami and t h e B a n g l a d e s h Nat ional i s t Party. This has c r ea t ed t h e impress ion t h a t t h e Tribunal is c h o o s i n g t o 
deal only wi th s u s p e c t e d perpe t ra tors w h o are m e m b e r s of t h e current oppos i t ion part ies . Even if t h e r e is no bias in t h e 
Tribunal 's p r o c e e d i n g s , t h e Tribunal has t o avoid t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f bias . It c a n n o t be au toma t i ca l l y a s s u m e d t h a t o the r 
par t ies have been c losed t o m e m b e r s h i p of persons s u s p e c t e d o f such c r imes . A m o r e r igorous search mus t be c o n d u c t e d 
t o ensure t h a t no su spec t s are ab le t o shield t h e m s e l v e s f rom prosecu t ion s imply by be ing m e m b e r s o f t h e ruling par ty or 
its all ies. 

Fur thermore , t he re are c red ib le repor ts t ha t e l e m e n t s within t h e Bang ladesh i fo rces extrajudical ly e x e c u t e d or a t t a c k e d 
peop l e label led as co l l abora to r s after B a n g l a d e s h ga ined i n d e p e n d e n c e . In A m n e s t y Internat ional 's v i ew , no perpe t ra to r s 
of human rights v io la t ions during the 1 9 7 1 w a r of i n d e p e n d e n c e should be i m m u n e from prosecut ion rega rd less of w h a t 
par ty t h e y suppor t ed or w h a t political affiliation t h e y had during t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e war . O t h e r w i s e t h e Tribunal will be 
seen as a veh ic l e for t h e ruling par ty t o repress its o p p o n e n t s . 

A m n e s t y International is a lso c o n c e r n e d tha t t h e r e are legal barriers t h a t w e a k e n t h e possibi l i ty of a fair trial. T h e s e 
include a const i tu t ional ban on the right o f d e f e n c e t o cha l l enge t h e jurisdict ion o f t h e Tribunal t o t ry t h e c r imes it is s e t 
up to try. 

Recommendations: 

Amnesty International submission for the Universal Periodic Review of Pakistan January 2013 

3 



• T h e g o v e r n m e n t m u s t ensure t h a t all pe rpe t ra to r s o f human r ights v io la t ions and c r imes under internat ional law 
during t h e 1 9 7 1 w a r o f i n d e p e n d e n c e are b rough t t o ju s t i ce r ega rd less of w h a t par ty t h e y suppor t ed or w h a t 
political affiliation t h e y had at t h a t t ime ; 

• T h e g o v e r n m e n t m u s t ensure t h a t t h e const i tu t ional bar aga ins t cha l l eng ing t h e jurisdict ion of t h e Bang ladesh i 
cour t , International C r imes Tribunal , is r e m o v e d . 

Harassment of journalists 
Journalists w h o wr i te a b o u t corrupt ion, judicial irregularit ies, and human rights v io la t ions , including extrajudicial 
execu t i ons , rape in cus tody , and o the r g e n d e r - b a s e d v io l ence , are part icularly at risk of be ing harassed by pol ice or 
secur i ty a g e n c i e s , de ta ined on poli t ically m o t i v a t e d c h a r g e s and tor tured or o t h e r w i s e i l l- treated. 

* M a h m u d u r R a h m a n , edi tor of t he Bang ladesh i n e w s p a p e r , AmarDesh, is f ac ing sedi t ion c h a r g e s after he publ ished 
deta i l s o f a S k y p e conver sa t ion b e t w e e n the fo rmer cha i rman of t h e Bang ladesh i cour t , t h e International Cr imes 
Tribunal , and a Bang ladesh i legal expe r t ba sed ab road . Amar Desh is k n o w n t o be highly critical o f t he author i t ies . T h e 
edi tor has been w a r n e d tha t he could be a r res ted a n y t i m e . He has informed A m n e s t y International t h a t secur i ty 
personnel h a v e been keep ing a c lose e y e on t h e building. 

The re are a n u m b e r o f irregularit ies in t h e prepara t ion o f t h e c h a r g e aga ins t M a h m u d u r R a h m a n tha t suppor t t h e 
suspicion tha t it m igh t be poli t ically m o t i v a t e d in order t o harass him. A full report on t h e S k y p e conversa t ion had a l r eady 
been publ ished by t h e UK m a g a z i n e , The Economist and had a l so been pos t ed on the You Tube w e b s i t e . M a h m u d u r 
R a h m a n has been de t a ined and to r tu red in t h e past , and has m o r e than 50 c a s e s pend ing aga ins t him. He is on bail on 
t h e s e c h a r g e s , all of w h i c h a p p e a r t o be poli t ically mo t iva t ed . 

Recommendation: 
• T h e g o v e r n m e n t of B a n g l a d e s h mus t ensure t ha t all journal is ts and ed i tors are free t o exp res s their v i e w s and 

opinion peacefu l ly w i t h o u t be ing harassed , in t imidated, de t a ined or to r tured . 

1 Death in "crossfire" is a phrase used by the authorities to describe the death of people whose relatives say they had been 
detained by RAB and later found dead from gun shot wounds. 
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