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Remains of Afro-Indigenous People were dug up during the planned
construction of a Federal Office Building (Duane (@ Reade) on this grave site.
This construction now rest on the sacred Burial Ground itself, along with other
remains which were never excavated, beneath City Hall, The Supreme Court
and other buildings now sanding atop the original 6.6 acre granted as the Negro
Burial Ground, as it was then called.

The Committee of Descendants of African Ancestral Burial Ground, supported
by New York City councilman Charles Barron, contends that all construction
should be removed and that the space be returned to its originally agreed state
of existence which is green, sacred and open with an appropriate marker
befitting a cemetery and those buried within the original 6.6 acres.

It is a Human Right to have your family, friends and loved ones buried on
sacred ground and within secured protected manner. It is dehumanizing for
Non-Indigenous Peoples to assume the right to exemption and re-burying of
Afro-Indigenous Peoples remains on their sacred grounds.

The authority to make this demand has precedence in laws of the United States
Government, International Laws of Human Rights and Spiritually through Holy
text and traditionally through rights of Afro-Indigenous People.

The Native American Grave Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA)
approved in 1990, has elements which apply to the African Burial Ground.
From the Hopi tribe, we learn that the Act was intended to protect Native
American Graves. Through exemption and testing of the remains — test have
proven that these are Afro-Indigenous Peoples. Based on NAGPRA, the
Federal Government cannot determine how to memorialize the gravesite.
However, the General Services Administration (GSA) launched competitions
of design and construction for the African Burial Ground and an elaborate
structure now stands on top of the sacred remains of our Ancestors. :
The NAGPRA clarifies the right of ownership to all indigenous people for their
remains, artifacts-including funerary objects, religious artifacts and objects of
cultural patrimony found on Federal or tribal lands and established conditions
for excavation and reinternment.

These rights were withheld from the communities of Afro-Indigenous People.
The bones of our ancestors have been disrespected, the graves desecrated,
tradition dishonored and land pillaged for corporate gain throughout the United
States of America, West Indies, Africa and all other places where you might
find Afro-Indigenous sacred burial grounds. The communities of the world
should condemn the unjust actions of the General Services Administration
(GSA) and all other governmentally protected organizations that choose to



desecrate and pillaged the sacred lands and burial grounds of the Afro-
Indigenous People.

We are here today to petition the United Nations to intercede and support the
Descendants of those Afro-Indigenous Peoples that were captured at home and
abroad, torn from their traditions, ripped from their culture and forced, against
their human will, to work in a corporate system that physically enslaved them.
Today we demand the removal of all unwanted, un-natural, non-traditional,
non-cultural structure(s) that sit on the sites of our sacred Burial Grounds,
Mounds and Sacred Lands. ‘

Thank you,
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