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Madam Chair

Australia welcomes this opportunity to exchange views on the
post-2015 development agenda. The post-2015 agenda is seeking
to promote sustainable development for all, including indigenous
peoples. Core to this ambition is to remove barriers to
development, promote equality of opportumty and to leave no one
behind. |

Australia is committed to a post-2015 agenda that focuses global
efforts on economic growth and poverty reduction. We support a
continued focus on those issues at the core of the MDGs, such as
health, education and gender, as well as new issues such as
infrastructure and energy. Key is how this agenda can better
address inequalities, such as those faced by indigenous peoples.

The MDGs have shown’::’he importance of economic growth for
lifting people out of poverty. The new agenda should promote
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equality of education and economic opportunities for all groups
including indigenous people. Key to this is the role of the private
sector in increasing the number of productive jobs. The new
agenda should also promote investment in the enablers of
sustainable development, such as infrastructure and modern
energy, ensuring all people have greater access to basic services,
including health, education and water.

Global sustainability must build on local foundations. Indigenous
peoples have important perspectives and experiences to share,
including traditional knowledge on sustainability, and should be an
important part of the global post-2015 conversation.

Thank you madam Chair.




