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Start 

• Thank you, and hello to my PF colleagues, and my Indigenous brothers and sisters.  

• Hello also to leaders from member states around the world and to our leaders from 
the UN agencies.  

• I am very honored to be here with all of you and honored to be asked to discussed the 
future work of the Permanent Forum, including issues considered by the Economic and Social 
Council and emerging issues, specifically challenges related to pandemics and responses to 
them.  
 

• On December 11-17, 2020 the PFII called together experts and Indigenous people to 
discuss: “Pandemics and Indigenous People over time”.  

 

• The meeting covered pandemics such as Malaria, Small Pox, HIV/AIDS, influenza as well 
as more specifically the current COVID-19 crisis that disproportionally effects our brothers and 
sisters.  

 

• In the United State we have seen 1.6 times higher cases, 3.5 times higher 
hospitalizations, and 2.4 higher deaths then white non Hispanic individuals in our indigenous 
communities.  

 

• I think the most important thing I can do with this time is to summarize and review 
some of the recommendations that we formulated out of that meeting. 

 

• These recommendations are intended for UN agencies and member States from the 
Experts that gathered and the PFII. 
  

• Recommendation, Member States must ensure that indigenous peoples have the right 
to their traditional medicines and that they can maintain their health practices. 
 

• Recommendation, States should ensure access to education for indigenous children and 
youth who are learning remotely or in person, particularly those living in rural areas. Distance 
learning plans must include solutions that address limited access to the Internet, connectivity 
and electricity.  
 



• Recommendation, States and international organizations should mobilize financial 
resources to adequately address and respond to indigenous peoples’ realities during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

• Recommendation, States and international organizations should also prepare and 
disseminate culturally appropriate information in indigenous languages.  

 

• Recommendation, Governments, financial institutions and the private sector must stop 
the land grabbing, evictions, criminal activities and overall violence that have increased in 
indigenous territories during the pandemic, jeopardizing indigenous peoples, In particular 
indigenous women and children. Furthermore, large development projects and natural 
resource extraction must be conducted in accordance with the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, respecting indigenous peoples’ right to self-determination 
and the principle of free, prior and informed consent. Further, recognition of indigenous 
peoples’ collective rights to lands and territorial security should be enforced, as they enhance 
resilience to crises such as COVID-19.  
 

• Recommendation, Member States must ensure protection for indigenous peoples 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic and prevent all forms of discrimination, especially in the 
context of timely, inclusive and equitable access to quality and affordable health care and 
services, including vaccines no matter where they live Urban or Rural.  

 

• Recommendation, Governments must ensure the effective participation of indigenous 
peoples when planning and implementing vaccination programmes. 

 

• Recommendation, WHO, UNICEF, UNESCO, UNDP and other relevant United Nations 
entities and resident coordinators should create or support mechanisms for dialogue between 
government institutions (including public health authorities) and indigenous peoples to 
coordinate actions to respond to the impact of the pandemic.  

 

• Recommendation, WHO should convene regional summits on the critical situation of 
indigenous peoples’ health with the participation of nation state health ministers and 
indigenous peoples’ organizations in support of national and regional efforts to respond to 
COVID-19 crisis. 

 

• For a full summary of the meeting and recommendations please see the document “E.C. 
19/2021/7” 
 

• I want to thank the Member States and UN Agencies that are joining us today, and for 
hearing us. We are at a critical point in our global response to the COVID-19 pandemic. I look 
forward to the dialog today. Thank you.  


