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Mr./Madam Chair, distinguished representatives, indigenous sisters and brothers, T am Pratima Gurung
speaking on behalf of National Indigenous Disabled Women Association Nepal (NIDWAN) and
Indigenous Person with Disabilities Global Network

Indigenous peoples in many pants o the world including in Nepal experience situdtions ol displacement.
forced neeation and exclusion. This feads wi development ageression and displacement by dams, hydro
projects. energy projects, logeing. plantations, road expansion projects. Agaressive development hos
displaced muny Indigenous Peoples from our lands. territories and resources, resulting in food insecurity,
malnutrition. means ol livelihood and access o resources, These projects together have displaced ¢lose o
halla million indizenous peoples. especially women. childeen and peoples with disabilities causing them o
lose their Tand. Tivelilioods. homes and lives,

The tew examples are the Newar Indigenous Peoples. the victims of road expansion projects. are protesting
against cultural genocide. Government security forees use excessive forces against Indigenons Peoples.
Legal eases are subdue and dialogue hetween the Nepal Army and the Indigenous Newars is ongoing, [LO
s i commumication with the Nepal Government ob (he issue ol violation of vights due o road expansion
project in the Kathmandu Valley.

Stmilarly another examples is the on going hydro power projects in Lamjung and Manag districh. There are
many eritical issues that these hydropower projects have impacted especially Gurung indigenous peoples ad
dalit peoples. Probilems like environmental degrading, respect theie eights, ineluding to health. sarfety. and
livelihoods and possible chunees ol migration is happening, Despite the rgorous environmentil and social
due diligence pohicies of the ENB and the ADB. the ocal communities were not consulled properly about
this teansmission Tine project. Thaey are demanding that kydrapower projects in thetr region seek their free,
prior, and informed consent. In addition, displacement due to nattral and man-made calamitios. such as
typhoons. Moods, Endslides, carthguakes. re. huedcane is also significant that aggeivates the valnerability
ol indigenous people including women children and peoples with disabilities thac are in vulnerable and risk
st on.

So we recommendation o ENIRTP are

1Y o call upon the Nepal Goverpment and Interpational Development Partners. specially the World Bank.
ADB, THCN. and WWF, working in Nepal o stop aggressive development v the lands and territories of
ndigenous Peoples, and immediately establish @ mechanism o get Free, Prior and Informed Consent of
Indigenous Peoples,

23 Toecall upon the Nepal Government o make in federal. provineial and local hody laws and policies to
ensure ownership and cantral of lands, territories and resources by Indigenous Peoples. by providing
adequate. aceessible. attordable. appropriate and Caltarally and disability sensitive social seevices and basic
infrastructure touphife the wellbeing and address the valnerability of remoe indigenous communities in
accordance w UNDRIP and Convention No. 169 of TLO.

S To callupon International Development Partners and concerned stakeholders. o comply witly
international standards o humun dights as pey UNDRIP and Convention No. 169 ol TLO, while supporting
the Nepal Government in uny development project in the Tands and wrritories ol Indigenous Peoples,

41 To call upon UN agencies UNDPLIFAD, FAO, UNFPA and other International Development Partners to
recognize vulnerability of among IPs like women and person with disabilities and target studies. researeh



and evidences 1o bring those gross human right violation cases and take netion intervening in policies and
programs.

Thank you!





