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7 t h sess ion of the U N Pe rmanen t Forum on Ind igenous Issues 

COLLECTIVE STATEMENT O N THE U N H R C UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 
A G E N D A ITEM 5: H u m a n Rights 

Cordi l le ra Peoples All iance(CPA), Ph i l ipp ine I n d i g e n o u s Peoples Rights Moni tor , 
In te rna t iona l W o r k G r o u p on ind igenous Affairs(rWGIA), Asia-Pacific I n d i g e n o u s Youth 
Network(APYIN) , Asia I n d i g e n o u s W o m e n ' s Ne twork (ArWN) , T e b t e b b a Foundat ion , 
Ph i l i pp ine Links( PIPLINKS) 

M a d a m C h a i r p e r s o n , w e w i s h t o call t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e e x p e r t m e m b e r s of t h e 
U N P F i i , t h e g o v e r n m e n t s , U N a g e n c i e s a n d o u r f e l low i n d i g e n o u s b r o t h e r a n d s i s te rs 
o n t h e p r o c e s s of t h e U n i v e r s a l P e r i o d i c R e v i e w b a s e d o n t h e R e s o l u t i o n 5/1 , the 
Institution-building of the United Nations Human Rights Council. This is a process for review of 
States on their record of upholding human rights based on the UN C h a r t e r , t h e U n i v e r s a l 
D e c l a r a t i o n of h u m a n r i g h t s , H u m a n r i g h t s i n s t r u m e n t s t o w h i c h a S ta te is p a r t y a n d 
v o l u n t a r y p l e d g e s a n d c o m m i t m e n t s m a d e b y S ta tes . 

T h e first session of the UPR was h e l d in Apri l 7-18 2008 of sixteen (16) States a n d eight (8) of 
these States have ind igenous peop les . However , in t he na t iona l repor t of States, as we l l as in 
the th ree-hour session for each country , there w a s ha rd ly any men t ion , ques t ions , s ta tements 
a n d r ecommenda t ion on the h u m a n r ights s i tua t ion of i n d i g e n o u s peop les . Further , the U N 
Declara t ion on the r ights of i n d i g e n o u s peop les (UNDRIP) w a s no t also referred to in te rms 
of t he obl igat ions of States u n d e r rev iew. W e therefore raise our concern on the 
marg ina l i za t ion of i nd igenous h u m a n r ights i ssues in t he UPR process w h i c h is contrary to 
the commi tmen t s m a d e b y States in a d o p t i n g the U N D R I P . In fact, some States still cont inue 
to d e n y the existence of i n d i g e n o u s peoples as dist inct peop le s in thei r own countr ies . 

W e w o u l d also l ike to call your a t ten t ion on the very l imi ted space p rov ided to civil society 
for its mean ingfu l engagement to the UPR process , especial ly d u r i n g the sess ion of the UPR. 
In par t icular , N G O paral le l events a n d d is t r ibu t ion of critical mater ia ls are a lmost p roh ib i t ed 
d u r i n g the UPR sessions at the U N headqua r t e r s in Geneva . Whi l e w e were a l lowed to ho ld 
an informat ion seminar on i nd igenous peop les r ights , w e were p r even t ed to m a k e critical 
s ta tements to any State a n d also to d is t r ibute critical mater ia l s on the v io la t ion of i nd igenous 
peop le s r ights by States a n d other par t ies . 

M a d a m Chai rperson , w e bel ieve the UPR is a very impor t an t a n d crucial process for States to 
m e m a d e accountable to its h u m a n r ights obl iga t ions i n c l u d i n g to i nd igenous peoples . In 
th i s context, the U N D R I P s h o u l d be inc luded as a bas i s of the UPR a n d be u s e d as the 
b e n c h m a r k for r ev iewing States on their h u m a n r igh ts c o m m i t m e n t s to i nd igenous peoples . 
T h e U N H R C has adop ted the U N D R I P before the f inal adop t ion of the U N Genera l 
Assembly . It is t hen p a r a m o u n t tha t t he m e m b e r s of t he U N H R C take the lead in 
m a i n s t r e a m i n g the U N D R I P in the UPR process. Th i s act ion is a critical s tep forward in 
m a k i n g the U N D R I P a l iv ing documen t for the respect of the r ights of i nd igenous peoples . 



We the reby forward the fo l lowing r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s to the UNPFii a n d to the Special 
Rappor tue r on the fundamen ta l r ights a n d f reedoms of i n d i g e n o u s peop le s to r e c o m m e n d to 
the U N H u m a n Rights Counci l the ff: 

1. To call and urge the U N H R C for the inclusion of the UNDRIP as pa r t of the scope and 
f ramework of the Universal Periodic Review : 
a. Ensure the effective part icipation of indigenous peoples in the b road national 

consultations; 
b . State Reports should address indigenous peoples issues and concerns in relation to the 

recognition and exercise of their collective rights; 
c. States to include presentat ions, v iews, quest ions and recommendat ions relating to 

indigenous peoples rights. 
2. Ensure the independence of Troika member s and for t h e m to play a bigger role in the UPR 

process to include bu t not l imited to the following : 
a.To seek a n d receive information related to h u m a n rights from civil society, including 

indigenous peoples; 
b . To ask questions to States unde r review based on the information received a n d on 

specific issues a n d concerns in relation to the h u m a n rights obligations of States; 
c.To make their o w n recommendat ions a n d independent ly prepare the report for 

presentat ion and adopt ion. 

3. To provide space for civil society including indigenous peoples to have better interaction 
wi th Troika members and States : 
a. To organize parallel events du r ing the lunch breaks of the UPR Session on h u m a n rights 

concerns; 
b . To allow Troika members to a t tend these parallel events; 
c. To display and distribute materials related to h u m a n rights, including indigenous 

peoples ' issues. 

4. To ensure provis ion of t imely and accurate information on the UPR, especially on 
mechanisms, schedules, processes , a m o n g others; 

5. To conduct information disseminat ion and awareness raising activities w i th civil society 
especially wi th indigenous peoples on the UPR; 

6. To review the mechanisms, processes, conduct and methods of the UPR in order to ensure 
the accountability a n d adherence of States to their h u m a n rights obligations. 

We also call on the UNPFii a n d the Office of the High Commissioner on H u m a n Rights to 
suppor t efforts and initiative for awareness raising and capacity bui ld ing of indigenous peoples 
to engage in the UPR process. 


