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2. UOlelo Hawailli, or Hawaiians language, is the voice of the ancestors. Our
ancestors have lived in Hawaith for 100 generations, and we can only learn the
traditional knowledge of those 100 generations through our language. Great
treasures will be lost if our language dics.

3. Although for 30 years, Hawaiian language has been designated an official
language of the State of Hawaili, the state has never accorded enough funds to

. properly support the teaching of Hawaiian Language.

4. Although for 25 years, the OAha Ptinana Leo [Association of Hawaiian Language
Nests] has established Hawaiian Immersion preschools, due to lack of state
funding, only 3,000 children have become fluent during this time.

5. Although over the past 20 years, we have established Kula Kaiapum [Hawaiian
Immersion Schools], from kindergarten through Secondary School, only 11 of the
total of 205 public schools are Hawaiian Immersion schools, and only 2,000
students attend them. These schools lack enough teachers and curriculum.

6. By contrast, in Aotcaroa, where the New Zealand government established and
funded the Maori Language Commission, as well as funded Maori Language
Immersion schools, there are over 1,000 Maori Immersion Schools.

7. Fifteen years ago, when Maon language speakers had dropped to 5%, the
government of New Zealand funded Maori language television, and now 35% of
Maori are fluent and 75% of them understand Maori.

Madame Chair, with regards to Indigenous Langunages, the Hawailli Caucus especially
supports implementation of Articles 13 through 16 of the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, as these articles address our rights to revitalizing our languages,
establishing educational systems in our ancestral languages, requiring states to honor the
dignity of our language and culture, and finally asserting our right to establish media in
our own languages.

Therefore Madame chair, the Hawailit Caucus strongly recommends the following:

1. Call upon States to implement a plan of action on Articles 13-16 of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;
2. Recommends that UNESCO and its inter-agency support groups investigate:
a) The possible supportive role of the establishment of a Hawaiian Language
Commission;

b) The effect of increases in Hawatian Irnmersion teacher training, and
curriculum development;
¢) The need for the creation of a Hawaiian Language Television station;
d) Establishment of a world conference on indigenous languages.
3. Calls for Hawailli to be re-inscribed on the list of non-self governing
territories.

Madame Chair, the HawaiOi Caucus looks forward to an update on these matters at
the next annual meeting of the UNPFII. Thank you.



