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Good Madame Chairperson and delegates, 

Thank you for  recognizing the unique relationship Indigenous Peoples share with the 

land. It is the hope of  the Native Village of  Port Heiden, the Piamuit Traditional Council, 

the Bristol Bay Economic Development and Voices of  the Bering Sea, that in the 

discussion on land use, the Working Group on Indigenous Populations remember that the 

sea is our land. 

We would also like to call to your attention the fact  that the Bering Sea is the most 

productive ecosystem in the United States/and possibly die world. It provides over SO 

percent of  the commercial fisheries  production in the United State^and has the largest 

international agregation of  sea birds in the United States. Due to the vast diversity of  life 

the Bering Sea sustains, it has been called an Oceanic tropical rainforest 

Commercial fishing  provides the only source of  income for  a majority of  our 

families  in Western Alaska. We encourage the governments of  the United States, Russia, 

Norway, Taiwan, Canada, Korea, and Poland to implement requirements for  sustainable 

fishing  practices and to develop new fishing  techniques to decrease damage done to fish 

stocks by bottom trawling and by-catch. 



In 1997 and 1998 declines in commercial salmon harvests in Western Alaska 

created an economic disaster for  our Villages. The lack of  salmon impacted traditional 

subsistance harvests. The combined hardships of  little or no commerical harvest with 

low subsistence or no subsistence harvest forced  many families  to leave their villages in 

search of  employment. Their hunting and fishing  skills do not provide the employment 

experience necessary in the job market. 

The Bering sea is showing signs of  stress. Sea bird, ringed seals, sea otters, and 

Stellar Sea Lion populations are crashing. We call upon the governments to recognize 

that the Bering Sea provides the food  that gives us life,  feeding  our families  and our 

spirit. Our identity comes from  the sea. We believe, although it is not explicitly 

recognized under international law, traditional hunting, fishing  and gathering is a basic 

Human Right and fundamental  to our survival. 


